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It is a truth generally accepted that a single man
with a large forfune” must need a wife.

No matter how little people know about the feel-
ings or views of such a young man when he comes to
live in a new neighborhood, they all firmly believe
that he will one day marry some one or other of their
- daughters. So when news came that Mr. Bingley, a
single man of large fortune, rented Netherfield Park ,
one of the neighboring estafes * | excitement sfirred”
in the Bennet family, which included five marriage-
able daughters.

“My dear Mr. Bennet,” said his lady to him one
day, “have you heard that someone has rented Neth-
erfield Park at last?”

Mr. Bennet made no reply.
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“ Do not you want to know who has rented it?”
cried his wife impatiently. Although she was angry
that her husband was not interested in her words,
however, she went on to say.

“Mr. Bingley is his name. He is said to be a
young man of large fortune. He comes from the north
of England. On Monday, he came to see the place in
a carriage. He was so satisfied with it that he agreed
to rent it immediately. And some of his servants are to
be in the house by the end of next week. ”

“Is he married or single?”

“Oh! Single, my dear. Think of it! A single
man of large fortune! What a fine thing for our girls!”

“Is it?”

“Mr. Bennet, you haven’t caught what I mean?
I'm thinking of his marrying one of our daughters. ”

“Oh, is that his purpose in settling here?”

“How can you talk so, Mr. Bennet! It is a seri-
ous matter! You must go and visit him at once. ” said
his wife angrily.

“I can see no good reason for that. You and the
girls may go, or you had better send them by them-
selves! As you are as beautiful as any of them, Mr.
Bingley might like you best of all. ”

“My dear, you think highly of me. Certainly 1
have been beautiful in my time, but when a woman
has five grown up daughters, she must stop thinking of
her own beauty. The business of her life is to get her
daughters married. Now, seriously, Mr. Bennet. You
must go and visit Mr. Bingley. If you don’t, Sir Wil-
liam and Lady Lucus would get there before us. ™
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“Well, well. I will write to him, telling him
that I will happily agree to let him marry any of the
girls he may choose; though I must say a good word
for my little Lizzy '

“Elizabeth is not one thing better than the other
girls. She is not half as beautiful as Jane, nor half as
good — natured as Lydia, but you are always glvmg her
the preference

“They are all silly and ignorant hke most girls,
but Lizza has some differences. *

“Mr. Bennet, how can you say your own chil-
~dren in such a way? You take pleasure in annoying *
me. You do not know what I suffer when you say
things like that. ”

“But I hope you will get over ' it, and live to
see many young men of four thousand a year come
here to be your neighbour. *

“It will be no use to us, if there are twenty sin-
gle men with a large fortune coming since you will not
visit them. ”

"My dear, when there are twenty, I will visit
them all. ™

Although Mr. Bennet always told his wife that he
should not call on Mr. Bingley, he had always intend-
ed to go. Without telling his family, Mr. Bennet paid
a visit to Mr. Bingley. In the evening, watching his
second daughter decorating ” a hat, he suddenly said
to her,

"I hope Mr. Bingley will like it, Lizzy. ”

“We don’t know what Mr. Bingley likes since we
are not to visit. ” said her mother angrily, who was

still unhappy for her husband’s refusal " to call on
Mr. Bingley.

“But you forget, mama,” said Elizabeth, “that
we shall meet him at the ball two weeks later, and
that Mrs. Long has promised to introduce him. ”
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“But Mrs. Long does not come back till the day
before the ball. So it will be impossible for her to in-
troduce him, for she will not know him herself. ” said
her mother.

“Then,my dear,you can introduce Mr. Bingley to her.”

“Are you making fun of me, Mr. Bennet? You
know that I do not know him myself. Moreover, I am
sick of him. ”

“I am sorry to hear that; but why did you not tell
me so before? If 1 had known that you dislike him this
morning, I certainly would not have called on him. ”

The surprise of the ladies was just what he expec-
ted, especially Mrs. Bennei. She cried at once,

“How good it was in you, my dear Mr. Bennet!
I knew I should persuade you at last. What an excel-
lent father you have, girls. Well, how pleased I am!
And it is such a good joke, too, that you should have gone
this moming, and never said a word about it till now. ™

The rest of the evening was spent in guessing how
soon he would return Mr. Bennet’s visit, and deciding
when they should ask him to dinner.

In spite of many ways tried on Mr. Bennet, Mrs.
Bennet and her five daughters still failed to get a satis-
factory ' descripfion * of Mr. Bingley. They were at
last to accept the second — hand information of their
neighbor Lady Lucas. He was said to be quite young,
very handsome, extremely agreeable” | and most im-
portant of all was that, he planned to attend the next
ball with a large party. Nothing could be more de-
lightful! To be fond of dancing was a certain step to-

wards falling in love; and everyone was looking for- :
ward to winning Mr. Bingley’s heart. =

In a few days, Mr. Bingley returned Mr. ¥
Bennet’s visit, and sat about ten minutes with him in f:l
his library. He hoped to meet the young ladies, of 3¢

whose beauty he had heard much ; but he saw only the
father. The ladies were somewhat more fortunate ',
for they saw from an upper window that he wore a blue

coat and rode a black horse.
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