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INTRODUCTION
Paul R. Katz

Academia Sinica

Institute of Modem History

While a growing number of scholars in Asia and the West have be-
gun to research the history and development of Chinese religious tradi-
tions, relatively few have done so by adopting an interdisciplinary method-
ology that combines extensive reading in historical sources with long —
term field research. In this book, a broad range of scholars and local ex-
perts have utilized these methods to explore the ways in which religion and
ritual have both reflected yet also shaped the development of local commu-
nities in Zhejiang. The papers presented here represent the fruits of our
participation in a three - year research project organized by Professor John
Lagerwey and funded by the Chiang Ching — kuo Foundation, entitled
“Religion, Architecture, and the Economy in Southeast China”. Our
project has focused on three Zhejiang counties: Cangnan #¥ ¥ and Pingy-
ang “F-K} in the south and Tiantai X 3 in the north. The results are now
being published in the first three monographs of our new Series on Tradi-
tional Society in Zhejiang (Zhejiang chuantong shehui congshu #7 7T {H 4%
# 88 .%) . This book, which has been edited by Xu Hongtu % %
and myself, is about religion and local society in traditional Pingyang

County (after 1981, sub — divided into Pingyang and Cangnan counties) .
The second book, edited by Lian Xiaoming HiBEHS and myself, is about
religion and society in Tiantai county. The third book, which will be pub-
lished in 2005, is a study by Xu Hongtu of Zhengyi 1 - pudu ¥ ¥¥ rit-
uals in Cangnan.

Our research has been profoundly influenced by methodological
breakthroughs that have transformed our understanding of the role of com-
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munal religious traditions in Chinese society. During the past two de-
cades, scholars have moved from top — down analyses of the state’s im-
pact on local society to detailed ethnographic or microhistorical case stud-
ies of the actual functioning of local communities, particularly the roles of
local elites and their participation in cultural networks of power.© At the
same time, the scope of research on society has broadened to encompass
the key role of religion, thereby moving beyond post — Enlightenment bi-
furcations of scholarship into “religious history” and “social history” . ?
These approaches have shed new light on the history of Daoism and com-
munal religious traditions during the Song dynasty,® broadened our un-
derstanding of developments in religion and society during the late imperi-
al era,© and elucidated the challenges that Chinese religions have grap-

(D For an overview of these issues, see Catherine Bell, “Religion and Chinese Culture: Toward an As-
mnlof‘l’qularﬂcligion",Hismryuflhﬁgkm,”‘l(l%).W. 35-57.

& While the current Chinese term for “society” shehui 1 #¥, is borowed from the Japencse shakai
(which dates back to the Meiji F1 era (1868 - 1912) ], in traditional China the term shehui could refer 1o lo-
cal cults, and can be literally translated into English as “ association of the earth/territorial deities” .

@ Edward L. Davis, Society and the Supernatural in Song, China (Honoluhs: University of Hawaii Press,
2001); Roben Hymes, Way and Byway. Taoism, Local Refigian, and Models of Divinity in Sung and Modem
China (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002) .

@  Guo Qitso S ¥, Exorciam and Money: The Symbolic World of the Five — Fury Spirits in Late Im-
perial China, Institute of East Asian Studies, University of California at Berkeley, China R h Monograph 55
(Berkeley: The Regents of the University Califormia, 2003) ; Kang Xisofei HE% JE, Power on the Margins: the
Cult of the Fox in Late Imperial and Modem North China (New York: Columbia University Press, forth ing) :
Susan Naquin, Peking: Temples and City Life, 1400 -~ 1900 ( Berkeley: University of Califomia Press, 2000) ;
Daniel Overmyer, Precious Volumes. An Introduction to Chinese Sectarian Scriptures from the Sixteenth and Sev-
enteenth Centuries { Cambridge, MA and London: Harvard University Press, 1999); Meir Shahar and Robert
Weller, eds., Unruly Gods: Divinity and Society in China ( Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1996); Ba-
rend ter Haar, The White Lotus Teachings in Chinese Religious History ( Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1992); Barend ter

Haar, Ritual and Mythology of the Chinese Triads: Creating an Identity ( Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1998) ; Richard von
Glahn, The Sinister Way. The Divine and the Demonic in Chinese Religios Culture ( Berkeley: University of
Califonia Press, 2004) ; Y0 Chiin ~ fang T #1 7, Kuan - yin 7 ; The Chinese Transformation of Avalokite?
vara (New York: Columbia University Press, 2001) ; Zhao Shiyu 85 5%, Kuanghuan yu richang: Ming - Qing
yilai ';iemmﬂm,'mw&{kﬁﬂﬂ: B 45 LA 57 9 0 SRLES )3t A ( Beijing; Santian shudian,
2002) .
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pled with in the modem era.® The study of Chinese religions at the re-
gional level has been transformed as well, with scholars effectively using
interdisciplinary methodologies to conduct in — depth research in Fujian
Higlt and Guangdong JE 3 ,© as well as in Taiwan.®

Two long — term collaborative research projects in particular have
marked the progress being made in our understanding of Chinese local so-
ciety and its communal religious traditions. The first is the Monograph Se-
ries of Studies in Chinese Ritual, Theatre and Folklore ( Minsu quyi cong-
shu) FG 4 i 97 3 /7, 80 volumes, edited by Professor C. K. Wang

@  Prasenjit Duara, Wenhua, quanli yu guojia 3k /1 R , translated by Wang Fumin ¥ #{1%
(Nanjing: Jiangsu renmin chubanshe, 1994); Thomas DuBois, The Sacred Village: Social Change and Religious
Life in Rural Nocth China ( Honolulu: University of Hawai' i Press, 2004): Vincem Goossaert, ed., L

Anticléricalisme en Chine, Extreme Orient, Extreme Occident, 24 (2002) . See also a special issue of The China
Quarterly edited by Daniel L. Overmyer, entitled “Religion in China Today” (volume 174, June 2003) .

@  Kenneth Dean, Taoist Ritual and Popular Cults of Southeast China ( Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1993); Kenneth Dean, l.ord of the Three in One. ‘The Spread of a Cult in Southeast China ( Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1998) ; David Faure, The Structure of Chinese Rural Society: Lineage and Village in

the Eastem New Territories { Hong Kong and New York: Oxford University Presa, 1986) ; David Faure and Helen
F. Siu, eds., Down to Earth: The Temitorial Bond in South China ( Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1995);
David Faure and Tao Tao Liu, eds. , Town and Country in China: Identity and Perception (New York: Palgrave,

2002); Michael Seonyi, Practicing Kinship; Lineage and Descent in Late Imperial China ( Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 2002) ; Xu Xisowang $RB%% Fujian minjian xinyang yuanliv 33 $8 B 45 {01 56090 (Fuzhou

Fujian jiaoyu chubanshe, 1993): Zheng Zhenman ME# W and Chen Clumsheng B ", eds., Minjian

yang, yu shehui koogjian BSIHHEH I A 2] (Fuzbou: Fujian renmin chubanshe, 2003) . See also the new
journal Lishi renleixue xuekan B §2 A X% | jointly published by Sun Yat - sen University (111 ®) in
Guangdong and The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (B #E#H45 X% ) .

@®  Chang Hsun %% and Jiang Tsann - teng JLB¥, eds. , Taiwan bentu zongjino yanjiu daokun 3¢
2SR BT I 7 1605 40 7 M ( Taibei: SMC Publishing Inc., 2001); Chang Hsun 5K 3] and Jiang
Tsann - temg JI#B, eds., Taiwan bentu manludeunshlehﬁnnnsmel‘ﬂ”*i‘;r&ﬂfﬁm
HiBLFFUH A (Taibei: SMC Publishing Inc., 2003) ; Philip Clart and Chades B. Jones, ods. , Religion

in Modem Taiwan; Tradition and Innovation in a Changing Society ( Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press,
Z(m) David K. Jordan and Daniel L. Overmyer, The Flying Phoenix: Aspects of Chinese Sectarianism in Tai-

wan (Pri Pri Uni y Press, 1986); Paul R. Katz & Murray A. Rubinstein, Religion_and the
Formation of Taiwanese lthmum(New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003) ; Donald Sutton, Steps of Pedfection:

Exorcistic Performers and Chinese Religion in Twentieth — Century Taiwan ( Cambeidge: M. A. : Harvard Univer-
sity Press, 2003); Robert P. Weller, Alernate Civilities. Democracy and Cultwre in China and Taiwan (Boul-

der, CO: Westview Press, 1999) .
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