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Study & Secience

We Are Good at Different Things

He is no good at algebra. He is
equally poor at arithmetic.
There is no possibility of him
succeeding in geometry. He

can’t even draw a circle.

But he writes excellent love

poetry.

Focus words E&S#f -—————————————————————————~—
oadd oalgebra oarithmetic o calculate o circle
odivide oequation o fail ogeometry o mathematics
omultiply opass opoetry ©Osubtract Osum
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@ Study the pictures, then read the story below, completing the
unfinished words as you do so. The unfinished words are in boldface
type and you will find several of them among the focus words above.
B, AEEYE, HASHARETLHA (AREFIRNY). RAE
BT HAVE SRR B — SR ERL2HIF,

Percy’s fatheris a fam mathematician and he always wanted

his son to study mathematics at univers . Unfortunately, Percy was

no good at mathematics; he had always hated the sub and the last

thing he wanted was to go on study it. He failed the entrance ex-

amin

to university but, since his father had a lot of money and

extensive profession connections, poor Percy was accepted against

his will. He would spend all day sitting at his desk, trying unsuccessfully to

solve the simplest prob of the three main branches of mathematics:
arith Jal_ and geo . In his spare time, he liked to
write po . He wrote excellent love poetry and in the evening would

go down on one knee and read it with great passion to a young lady who

greatly admired and appreciated his poems. He never passed a mathe-

mat,

exam and, of course, failed to obtain a degree. But he went on

writing poetry and later became a famous poet and wealthy like his father.

Needless to say, he married the young lady who had inspired him and en-

couraged him to adopt this car.

Now listen to the tape and check your answers.
ITRE, INER.



WORD MEMORIZATION AIDS

CALCULATE (it%)

This word comes from the Latin
word meariing stone. In ancient
times, stones were used for count-
ing purposes, just as wooden balls
have long been used in China for the
same purpose. Thus, you.use an aba-
cus to calculate.

CIRCLE ([HI/&)

There are many words that you will
meet that begin with cire-. These
four letters mean round. Once you
know this, it will help you to recall
the meanings of words like the
following.

2\

BARWTHRLT X, EXHNA
k. mRET ARALRITE,
RBETE, AMIKHRRAA
BRITB—#F. BTA, PEAN
BHAER.

YR BEF X VA circ- R,
circ- XN FH/FRR ‘", —H
FAEXADRE X, THHIAREX
BMAEHIET .

circuit: a track for running, racing round a sports ground

circulate: to send something round to different people

circumference: the distance round a place or object

circumstances: the causes or factors (a)round a situation

The image of a circle underlines the

meaning of all these words.

LTHEIEANEXERTH
“B” R,



EQUATION (%)

You probably already know the
word equal; if so, associate it with
equation and this new word will be
easier to remember.

WIFIRELHIE equal (FHEHY)
XA REXAERNE, e
[A equation (%) BEERK, B
ARXMARKBREZICT .

%\ The two sides of an equation must be equal.
- (cf. adequate, to equate)

GEOMETRY (JL{i%)

geo- comes from a Greek word
meaning earth (cf. geography); the
ending -metry means measurement.

MATHEMATICS (¥3)
Memorize the following sentence:

geo- & E A MEER — AN, BH
“HbIR” (2 geography), i%id
K45 R -metry ®oR “WIE”,

A THEXAMIF:

He is mad about mathematics.
(He loves the subject.)

POETRY (i5#K)

Here associate the ending -etry with
-metry; in much of Western poetry,
the length of words, the length of
lines has to be measured. Memo-
rize the sentence:

X BAELE R -etry 7] -metry BRAEE
X FEFFTHIRER R, B
HRKRE., TR RERRER
ABBRIANE, CEXTF

;@‘R This poet’s poetry consists of short poems.



@ Exercise 1

@ Use the following words to fill in the blanks. You will see that there
are more words than you need, so you will have to reflect on all the

answers. JEFAAZE . (REAMGHMRIRLLEEANT S, BRIFEE
ZE-THRHIEE.

equation 1. fyou_________ two and two you get four.
multiply 2. How much did you get for your math(s) ?
divide
od 3. I am not very good at arithmetic; I can’t work out this
a
solve
st 4. Can you work out this algebraic ?
es
geometry 5. If you three from ten, you get seven.
poem 6. She can’t the problem.
circle 7 six by three and you get eighteen.
sum
8. Can you work out the of this poem?
letters
subtract 9. In algebra we use as well as numbers.
meaning 10. sixty by four and you get fifteen.

€ Exercise 2

@ Try and link up the following words and expressions. Some have
the same meaning while others have the opposite meaning. F# T

FPiRATNER, BERENE FERREXA.

1. take away poor



2. multiply love

3. calculate unknown
4, hate divide

5. wealthy subtract
6. famous work out

€ Exercise 3

@ See now if you can find in this unit synonyms or antonyms for the
following words. ¥ 8 5T A #% H TSI AN B X iF R Xid.

1. poor

2. pass

3. principal
4. love

5. test

6. choose

7. enthusiasm

8. give up

IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS AND PROVERBS
SIE - R

@ Here are two common English expressions. Study them and try to

work out the meaning. When you have the opportunity, try using them.

TEEFUYANEKEIRAIE, %, EERTNHEX. &
SHEA—A.



Nothing succeeds like success. (—ERINHHEIA.) (The best way to
succeed in life, your career, your studies, your work is to succeed in what you
are doing at the present time.)

You are running round in circles. ({RZERM#FEEF.) (You are not
achieving what you want to do because you keep coming back to where you
started from, despite your efforts. )

\ Do you know the following song sung
A by Sam Cooke?

RENE T HEIXE Sam Cooke NERFRAG 2

Don’t know much about history
Don’t know much biology

Don’t know much about science books
Don’t know much about the French I took
But I do know that I love you

And I know that if you loved me too
What a wonderful world this would be




Don’t know much about geography
Don’t know much trigonometry

Don’t know much about algebra
Don’t know what a slide rule is for
But I know that one and one is two
And if this one could be with you
What a wonderful world this would be
Now I don’t claim to be an A student
But I'm trying to be

For maybe by being an A student, baby
I can win your love for me.

TR UE S TORY
L TR

@ The following short report contains one or two words that you may
not know. You should be able to guess them from context. Remember
that you will probably never know all the words contained in a text. It
is sufficient to know 95% to be sure of fully understanding the meaning.
TE—WEENREETRSE TN ER. REEALETXHHH
TR, Wt FAEAERSAA-RXEERTHLRA, B
B, AEXED 5K HBEAREBRIEIGELERIENENLT.

On 28 July 1962 occurred one of the greatest mathematical errors of all
time when the Mariner I space probe was launched in the direction of the
* planet Venus from Cape Canaveral in the United States.

After 13 minutes’ flight, it was planned that a booster engine would
give acceleration up ‘t(J) 25,820 m.p.h. (miles per hour), after 44 minutes,




9,800 solar cells would unfold, after 80 days a computer would calculate the
final course correction and after 100 days the spacecraft would circle the
unknown planet.

However, Mariner I plunged into the Atlantic Ocean only four minutes
after take-off. Inquiries later revealed that a minus sign had been omitted
from the instruction fed into the computer.

“It was human error”, admitted a spokesman.

This minus sign cost well in excess of 10 million dollars.

HUMOUR & -®

@ ltis through jokes and funny stories that we gain insights into
other cultures. It may happen that we don't find them funny because
the values portrayed conflict with ones in our own culture or because
of our ignorance of certain features of the foreign culture. At the end
of each unit we shall relate one or two jokes or “funny” stories. The
purpose is not solely to improve your reading comprehension in an
enjoyable way but to help you to understand better salient features of
other cultures or the way other cultures perceive them. iE5ME RIEIE
MRS B BRNEBIEIIH. ER, HSHBMRXEX
ENHARIFE, RERXERERRMRAMERRR LD
NERBRR, REEARNEXRTHEIMEICHRESR, 281
BREMBERIMHRT -WAEER "FE" (% ®E, BT IREA
HBNAXRE R FSIEMREESD . MARKBFREFHERINE
S ALRYSE Y 45 4E .

To be able to appreciate the foliowing joke, it is necessary to have a

| knowledge of the different cultures involved and how they are viewed
by other Europeans. ER FTHMEE, PAENEXZERE LN
X ESURABRMARNAEFXLEERN.



