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Dress and Festivals of

The Minority Peoples in Yunnan
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Yunnan, one of the provinces with the most mi-
nority people in China, 56 in total, is home to 25
minority peoples, each of which has a least poﬂ
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mn of 4,000, let alone the Han people. These
minority peoples include the Yi, Bai, Hani,
Zhuang, Dai, Miao, Lisu, Hui, Lahu, Va, Naxi,
Yao, Tibetan, Jingpo, Bouyei, Primi, Nu,
Achang, De’ang, Jino, Sui, Mongolian, Blang,
Derung, and Manchu. Among Yunnan’s popu-
lation of 43 million, one third are minority
peoples.

Dating back to the clan society, Yunnan
was inhabited by three tribes, including the
Qiang, Pu, and Yue—the ancestors of the
Yunnan people, known as the Southwestern Yis
during the Qin and Han dynasties (221 B.C.-
A.D.220). The distribution of the minority
peoples were not comparatively stabilized un-
til the Ming and Qing dynasties (1368-1911)
after countless moving, splitting up, evolving,
and fusing. The Yi people are mainly found in
northeast, central, southern, and northern
Yunnan; the Bai People are mainly scattered
around Erhai and its surrounding areas; the
Zhuang and Miao peoples inhabit the eastern
and southeastern Yunnan; and the Lisu, Nu,
Derung, Hani, Dai, Lahu, Va, Jingpo, Blang,
Naxi, Tibetan, Achang, and De’ang peoples
make their homes in the vast regions of westemn,
southern, and northwestern Yunnan.

Topographically, the Bais, Zhuangs, Huis,

| “Mivig ebetice flat areas for their homes; the
" Dais and Achangs |- in river valleys; the
}' majority of the Yis, Hap, Lahus, Vas, J ingpos,

' Blangs, Yaos, and De’a2s inhabit mountain-

‘! ous and remote mountgtous areas; the Miaos

" prefer living in alpine frigid mountainous
areas; the Tibetans and ’rimis choose the pla-

'ﬂ teau in northwestern yinnan for their homes;
| and the Lisus, Nus, and Derungs finally settle

" down in mountainous areas along the banks of

(\
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the Nujiang and Dulong rivers.

Majestic and colorful are the most fre-
quently used words to describe people’s life in
Yunnan. Yunnan takes pride in its richly-en-
dowed natural resources and its advantageous
cultural resources, the most attractive of which
is the folklore and culture of the 25 minority
peoples. Nowhere else can compare that with
Yunnan. As an official from the Asian Depart-
ment of the World Tourism Organization says,
“It’s rare to see so many minority peoples liv-
ing harmoniously in one province, and it is a
precious resource for tourism.”

The mysterious, colorful folklore of the mi-
nority peoples derive from the different back-
grounds concerning history, geography, culture,
lifestyle, and religion, which has been carried

out for generations.

CRESBEARRDLS*E
Welcoming friends from afar
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Miao woman’s dressing
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3. CRERBEZANHCAER
3. Suni, a branch of the Yi ethnic group, in Shiping County




THE CLOTHING AND FESTIVALS OF THE MINORITY PEOPLES IN YUNNAN -

4. SRENFIRSTATBATN
4. Axi, a branch of the Yi ethnic group 5 &S A BRI
5. Huayao, a branch of the Dai ethnic group
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The Yi People
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6. EBRAERT
6. Worshipping the Dragon Festival
7. 0ReE | B EURE

7. The antiphonal singing festival on Mt. Shibao, Jianchuan
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8. Azhe, a branch of the Yi ethnic group
9. The Yi people in Dayao County
- e i




a

C
=
z
z
z
>
=
=
z
=
x
=
=
=
=
z
=
T




= ™ B & BR F 5 5 X

| 10. AkE B
| 10. The Yi people in Dayao County
M. ESEZRERA

11. Sani, a branch of the Yi ethnic group in Qiubei County
12. BBEBERA

12. Bailuo, a branch of the Yi ethnic group
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13. &ix) LE
13. A Yi child
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14. Dresses of the Yi woman in Xinping County
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The Bai People
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15. The Bais in Jianchuan f

16. SRS RBA

16. A traditional band of the Bai people



