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Foreword

Sixty years ago, when the world anti-fascist war was declared over and people through-
out the world were looking forward to a better and peaceful life, the United Nations was
born, which demonstrated the solemn commitment of all countries to multilateralism and
the firm faith and resolve of the world people in maintaining peace and promoting
development.

In the past 60 years, the United Nations traversed a tortuous course and stood all
sorts of severe tests. The choice of the road of multilateral cooperation has proved right
and has served the common interests of all countries. As the most universal, representa-
tive and authoritative inter-governmental international organization, the United Nations
now plays an important and irreplaceable role in pursuing the purposes and principles of
the UN Charter and in carrying out its mandate of maintaining world peace and promot-
ing common development.

Our developing and changing world has presented us with unprecedented develop-
ment opportunities as well as new challenges and threats on a global scale. Under the
new situation, people of all countries place greater hope on the UN and the international
community has a stronger desire to strengthen its role. The UN and its member states
now face a major and pressing task of further improving the capacities of the UN so that
it can play a bigger role in world affairs as a genuine emissary of peace and pioneer of
development. We should bravely assume this historic responsibility, strengthen solida-
rity and follow the road of multilateralism unswervingly.

China is a staunch supporter and an important partner of the United Nations. As a
founding member of the UN and a permanent member of its Security Council, China has
all along pursued the establishment and development of friendly relations with other
countries on the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, actively partici-
pated in UN activities in all fields, supported the central role of the UN in maintaining
peace and promoting development and fulfilled its commitment to the UN Charter with
actual deeds. Diverse and fruitful, the cooperation between China and the UN enjoys
great potential and broad prospects. I firmly believe that China and the UN are bound to
embrace a brighter future in their cooperation.

Tang Jiaxuan
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Politics and Security

China is one of the founding members of the United Nations and a permanent mem-
ber of its Security Council.

China has been consistently pursuing an independent foreign policy of peace and
firmly upholding the purposes and principles of the Charter of the UN and has stayed

committed to safeguarding UN’s central role in the international collective security regime.

China values, supports and actively participates in the efforts of the UN in settling
regional conflicts and maintaining international peace and security. Over the years, China
has played a constructive role within the UN framework in properly handling hot-spot
issues in Cambodia, the Middle East, Iraq and Africa. Since the 1990s, China has sent a
total of over 3,000 military observers, unit troops, policemen and civil officials to par-
ticipate in 15 UN peacekeeping operations and joined the UN Peacekeeping Standby
Mechanism.

China is committed to enhancing the UN’s capacities in meeting new threats and
challenges and supports the UN’s role in leading and coordinating international coopera-
tion in counterterrorism and other fields. China is actively involved in the international
process of arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation, firmly defends the relevant
international treaty system, and supports strengthening and improving the international

non-proliferation regime on the basis of universal participation and non-discrimination.
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On 1 January 1942, representatives from 26 countries, including China, the Soviet Union, the United

States and the United Kingdom, sign the Declaration by United Nations in Washington.
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