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Guide to the Book

This book is a component of A CHINESE COURSE FOR
SECONDARY SCHOOLS. Its material is closely integrated with
Book 1.

In this book,each lesson mainly consists of three parts:
“Notes on Chinese Characters”, “Reading and Writing” and
“Words ,Phrases and Sentences”. '

In Lessons 1—8,the “Notes on Chinese Characters” are de-
voted to explaining how to write characters involving their
strokes , stroke order, position structures,and form. In Lessons
9—27,they introduce more than 50 radicals with their examples.
In Lessons 28—31,we tell the student how to consult dictionar-
ies , mainly dealing with the radical indexing system for charac-
ters and also giving some idea of the phonetic indexing system
and the stroke-number indexing system.In Lessons 32 and 33,
we show the student Chinese script including ancient script and
current modern script.

The part of “Reading and Writing” can be regarded as the
central task of each lesson. The characters in the first three
lessons are introduced as examples of strokes,each containing
fewer strokes. Those of all the following lessons come from the

lessons in Book 1.The pronunciation,meaning and stroke order
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of the characters are shown in this part.

The “Words,Phrases and Sentences” are based on the texts
of Book 1,and a few more added to them to enrich the part.

We hope the student, by studying this book, will find Chi-
nese characters easily accessible to them,grasp the rules for their
construction and writing ,and acquire the ability to consult dictio-
naries.

When can the teacher begin to teach this book? In our opin-
ion,in principlg he can do it after the student has learned Chinese
spelling'.or begin along with Lesson 10,Book 1. After having fo-
cused his attention on the first nine lessons, he may then devote
one class hour to the study of Chinese characters along with the
text of a lesson in Bookl and ask students to write characters
outside class. He may,of course,arrange his work based on a spe-
cific situation.

If you find any errors or inconsistencies in this book.ple}lsé

oblige me with your valuable comments.

Compiler
Dec. 10,1990
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Notes on Chinese Characters

(—)i¥=% Honzi Chinese Characters
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Chinese characters are used to write down Chinese
words. With a histoty of over 3,000 years,they are still in cur-
rent use today.

It seems that Chinese characters are unique squares which
are illegible. In fact,they can be analyzed structurally,and there
are rules for their construction. Having learned how to analyze
them and mastered the rules,one can find it easy to read and
write them.

There are two kinds of characters.the single ones and the
compound ones. The former each has a single component which
consists of one,two or more strokes. Most of them are originally
pictographic characters. For example, the original form of “ A
rén” (person) is ’> »and that of “-F z7” (child) is .?.Some of
them are pictographic characters plus certain marks. For exam-

le,“7] rén”(blade) is composed of “J} dao” (knife) and an addi-
tional point showing where the blade is. The latter are often
made up of two or more components (or single characters) such
s “If hto” (good) which is formed of “#& nii”(female) and “+
21" (person),and “#f xi@” (thank) which is formed of “ | (&
yan” (speech) ,“ & shén”(body) and “~J cin”(a unit of length).

In learning Chinese characters,the student must first grasp
strokes in them. Here,we are only dealing with the form of char-
acters. A character, however, also represents a sylla-
ble. Sometimes it stands for a word;sometimes for a component

020



of a word a morpheme. Therefore, the student should not only

try to grasp its form,but its pronunciation and meaning as well.
(IHEE(—) Bihuayn Strokes (1)

PRI AR A M AR B AT\ Flr 48 héng % sho i pig . 4
na . s didn. $9 gou 4t zhe 48 t1, Hofth % i it 75X /A R Y 3
fift EURAERY . BN IAVYFh.  There are eight basic strokes
in Chinese characters: horizontal stroke, vertical stroke, left-
falling stroke,right-falling stroke,dot,stroke with a hook,turn-
ing stroke and rising stroke. All the other strokes grow out of

them. Now,let’s learn the first four strokes.

théng ——EMN L H 5, The horizontal stroke is
written from left to right. ,

Bsha | vy ZM EFFRE1.  The vertical stroke is written
from top downward.

#Wpie ) 2 EMNAT LA TH., The left-falling stroke is
written from top-right to bottom-left.

mna O NENLE LA THE.,  The right-falling stroke

is written from top-left to bottom-right.

ST EHMOMESE. Write the following four strokes

|

) \



Z i&f0E DG hé xis
Reading and Writing

~

mu

mu tou

wood

er two

san three

shi ten

gong  worker ; work
-wang  king

ba eight
person ; people
gé Ca measure word)

da big,large

LRl b P T RS TR

mu tree; wood <

ETEAMSE: Xié& xiamian de zi: Write the following

characters .

L/



+ =]+

A A
EITIFIF £

AN A

VAN AN

A2 A

x| -[+]x |
Al-1114 [&

I A
Az
XA
PNER

—_—

FIAA

= EiE

Ciyu

Words and Phrases

worker
carpenter
adult
king
twelve

twelve persons

(]



—AITA i ge gong rén a worker
AAK I ba gé mo gong eight carpenters
ZANAKA san geé da rén three adults
+ANKE shi gé da wang ten kings

ETEANTRE HEELNNF HKEE: Make a
phrase by filling in the following square blanks with appropriate

characters .

s
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Notes on Chinese Characters

g£®E () Bilhuacer) Strokes (2)

Modian > v B EEA T EATIH.  The dot is
written from top to bottom-right (or to bottom-left).

#gou | —EHRL RSB, ARG AR Y 7 )
N R A A AR R-S A S AN AN R R S o TP LS AN

The strokes with a hook: The vertical stroke with a hook is
written by drawing a vertical line, reinforcing its ending with a
slight pause and then lifting the pen to the left.

#ith henggou  ——= MEEL A -, RIS A TR
%. The horizontal stroke with a hook is written by drawing a
horizontal line, reinforcing its ending with a slight pause and then
turning the pen to the bottom-left.

g wangou ) ) M EFIR Rl RiE ML HRE.
The bending stroke with a hook is written by drawing a slightly
bending line downward and then lifting the pen to the left.

Bexiegou UL WA EFIF B RS (.

« 7



The slant stroke with a hook is written by drawing a line {rom
top-left to bottom-right, making a slight pause and then lifting
the pen.

T8 pinggdu s MAER R RS A R,
The level bending stroke with a hook is written by drawing a
slightly bending line from left to right and then lifting the pen to
the left.

Yrzhe 111 L BEBL TR FE R QB EE L,
W45,  The turning strokes:a horizontal line with a down-
ward turn or a vertical line with a horizontal turn to the right.

£t -~ ENALFMAE LRI, The rising stroke is

written from bottom-left to top-right.

ST EALAPEEE .  Write the following strokes ;

Y - J (Y

T L . >

— EFE DG hé xis
Reading and Writing

73 lid six

T oxia below ;next
‘I xiao small, little
'S xin heart

H yué moon ;month
T kdu mouth



