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Synopsis

In this book, the author described the establishment, develop-
ment and decline courses of Shuofang Army (Shuofang Regional Com-
manding Office, or Shuofang Military Commissioner) . Shuofang Army
was one of the most important troops of the Tang. It was set up to de-
fend against Tujue (Turk) for the Tang. The army played an important
role in putting down An Lushan and Shi Siming Rebellion. However, it
became decline strategically because Tujue was beated by Huihe
(Ouigour) and the latter had a better — relationship with the Tang. In
the mid and late Tang Dynasty, the defensive aim of Shuofang Armmy
changed from the north to the south, it defended against Tubo ( Ancient
Tibet) and was divided into several parts. The main part of Shuofang
Armmy had become one of the Eight Military Commissioners in the
Northwestern Region. The change of the army took place in the period
of Emperor Dezong. It began from the period of Emperor Suzong. In
the end of the Tang, Shuofang Army became decline, yet it played a
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strategic role in traffic between the Central Plains and the Western Re-
gions.

The garrison area of Shuofang Army was an important strategic
point. There were a lot of different ethnic groups. Agricultural culture
and nomadic culture blended with each other there. It was a mirror
which reflected the changes of the political situation and military affairs
in the Tang. The Tang court regarded the army as a counter in manag-
ing the Northwestern Region, and dominating the ethnic groups. To de-
scribe those mentioned above, the author try to profile Shuofang Army
and the Tang politics.
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