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PREFACE

This little volume contains all my letters to
my friend Mr C. S. Chosen Tsou (formerly named
C. S. Charles Tsou) from October 6, 1927 to
January 9, 1930. They are here printed as I
wrote them, exce:pt that all the slips of the pen
have been corrected, and that here and there a
proper name, a phrase, or a whole passage has for
some reason or other been omitted,

Mr Tsou first wrote to me on October 4, 1927,
and I replied to his letter two days later (see
letter I). A frequent correspondence thenceforth
followed. I was then on the English editorial staff
of the Commercial Press.

As can be seen from letter XXV, the idea of
publishing my letters occurred to me as early as
August 1928, though “when I talked of the pub-
lication . .. I was not serious.” (see letter XX VII).
However, as I wrote more and more letters to my
friend, I considered the idea mpore and more in
earnest, till on May 15, 1929 I wrote to request
him “to send me, preferably by registered mail,
all my letters to you, including this, ever since
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the beginning of our correspondence.” (see letter
XLV). Somehow he did noft comply with my
request then. Things happened to him and to
mz, Our correspondence was suspended for a
long time. It was not until November 2, 1933
that my friend carried to me the letters here
published. We have so far met only twice.

It is but a few years since I wrote these
letters, and I am not now twenty-eight. But
many passages secm to me as if they had been
wntten ten or fifteen years ago. Perhaps many of
the thoughts were merely passing thoughts, and I
do not think I can now think them any longer,

I am by no means proud of my epistolary
style. But I hope that my readers will find in
these letters the naturalness and sincerity with
which one cannot be expected to write so long as
one writes purposely for publication, but in which
lies the chief charm of all iriendly and familiar
letters,

Her1z C K. K8,

Jannary 2, x934
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SHANGHAL
OvrorrLr b, 1927
Mr C. S, Cuanavs Trou
SOOCHOW
My pear Mu Tsou:

Your goud letter of October { is received.
Thank vou forit.  Making friends through corres-
pondence is all right.  Let us be self-introduced.

I am verv glad to know that vou are keenly
interested in 1he studv of Inglish poetry and have
for your favourite authors such figures as Shake-
speare,’ Milton,? and Burns.® I have not read
Tennvson’s < Maud”! in fofe,” but I am sure that
it is well worth <o reading. Tennyson himself is
said to have been fond of reading from the poem,
and if it 1s not a masterpicce as a whole, it certainly
contains a number of beautiful Iyrics.® With
regard to its metre,” vou are quite right in saying
that many lines are difficult to scan.® Don’t you

know that both iambic and anapaestic metres® are
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used in the poem? Just read it according to its
meaning, and vou will detect its music. In all
good poetry sound and sense are kept in perfect
harmony, thougl its metre may not be regular.

My “To the Moon ! was written several
years ago. | have not written much poetry since,
and of the little [ have writien, I do not think it
worth while fo publish a single stanza.’' I am
sorry that pressure of work does not allow me to
practise the art very often.

1 take great pleasure in hearing from' young
earnest students of English literature like you. I
am as vounyg as vou and perhaps also as earnest a
literary student. I should like to have your

Chinese name.
Yours truly,
Herrz C. K. KE.

'$8° 1 Shakespeare (shik‘sper), Bf William Shakespeare, 205088
MIKBRFFA, £—FRPE, F—X—XE. 2. Milton (mil*tin), g3
Jokn Miton, FEEAFFA, EH—-RBAS R -RUME. 3. Durns
{(tirpg), B Robert Burns, m&mk;&)\. &P—*%ILJ'L‘? BR—-BRAA
. 4. Tennyson's “"Maud"” (tén’l-sinz wad) 8 Teunyson Bp Alfred
Tennyson, BRAFA, LR—ADLE FR-AHTE, Mauwd” -5
4. ROEpRT-4. 5 n foo (ju t'60), 584 BT, 6. lyries
{zfiks), ¥ 7. meue, F§fRE. 8. scan, ¥EEHPEAX. 0. iambic
{i-fm’bik} and anapaestic (Anfa-pos'tik) metres, MR ISR IE. (M
“hefore™ WEE heSGr'l, BINAGHE. " renppear” BHIE héfa-pdr' ! B DA
1y to. Lo the Moon, Srgh¢T BRI & EF R TIE R ED B0 Y
Bz ‘HFEMAL. 110 stapza §Fx—) . 12 hear frow, £ ... 2H.
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II
SHANGHAT

OcTOBER I8, 1927
My prar Mr Tsor:

Your letter T found waiting on my desk on
my return from home this morning. Many thanks
for your card.!

I am glad to learn that you have annotated
Tennyson’s “Enoch Arden”’? and wish to publish
it. I have consulted with the editor of the
Inglish Student’ and he savs he should like to
sec your work before considering its acceptance,
B0 you may send a few sample pages to him for
mspection.  Personally I shall be very much
interested to read part of your work and, if
possible, to recommend it to the Commercial
Press.*

My native place is Kiating (g ). [ have
never attended any well-known school. T am not

teaching,
Yours sincerely,

Hertz C. K. K8,

HE 1ocand, K. 2. “Enoch Arden” {E'nik dr'dén), Tennyson
B EF 47, WISy A 3. Foalish Stident, "R w82k BiBIEFED R
8Ky 4 Commeroel Press B Hrp #a
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SHANGHAL

OcroBrk 29, 1627

Dear M Tsow

Your letter of October 21 and your annotated
“Enoch Arden” reached me several davs ago. I
read the poem and showed it to the editor of the
Student.  He has now given it back to me, saying
that he cannot print it for some reason or other,
Under separate cover 1 am returning it to you
with its introductory note,!

Regarding vour notes, I have to say some-
thing that vou may not like to hear. Though
greatly intercsied in your work, I am not quite
favourably mmpressed with i, For it seems to
me that many of the difficult points of the poem
you have left untouched, while most of your notes
are merely Chinese explanations of words and
phrases that can be easily found in a dictionary
and which ought to be understood by all who have
but a fair knowledge of English.?

Do you agree with me? I not, well® just
destroy this letter and let us still be good friends.



ol

LIITER- 10 A FRIEND 3

I have simply glven my opinion, my personal
opinion, whiclh may or may not be right. Of
course, 1 do not mean to discourage you in the
Jeast.* 1 wish rather to cncourage you to study
more of poetic techinique and ever to try to
introduce good English porms to Chinese students.

To mv mind,” in annotating poems we should
pay special attention to such uses of words as
suggest somcthing in addition to, or guite different
from, their literal senses®  For example, the word
“eostlier” in the last line of “Enoch Arden” is
used ironically, meaning poor or niiserable,

Your English is verv good, and I appreciate
it the more because 1 know, as vou have told
me, that vou study at home without a teacher,
Self-study certainly pays.® T myself have been a
hard self-taught student for years past. But 1
wonder if you really study alone. Have you got
any brothers or sisters or cousins to study with?
Incidentally,* what do you intend to take as your
life work? I shall be only too glad' to hear you
talk about yourself and your plans for the future.

Y ours sincerely,

Herrz C. K. K2,



WML N, FEEREFEELIE:  www. ertongbook
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SHANGHALI
NOVEMBER I5, 1927

Drar Mr Tsor:

I have just read your letter of yesterday,
which tells nie vou will start for Tsingtao! before
fong.® Are you going there on a mere pleasure
trip? I have never been there, and so hope you
will let me know something worth knowing about
this famous seaport when you get there. By the
way,” if yvou will write some travel sketches and
send them to me, I shall be glad to arranget
to print them in our agazine, for it welcomes
contributions of this nature,

I wonder if you will stay at Shanghai for one
or two days on your journey. If you please, you
may call at my office at any time between g a. m.
and 4:30 p.m. on any wcekdav, for I should like
to see you and have a chat with you. In case of?
your calling, however, be suie to” let me know

beforehand.
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Your previous letter was duly received.
Thank you.
Yours sincerely. -

Herrz C. K. K2,

[88] 1 Tsingtac (taing'ton’), HE 2 before long, FTAZH,
8. 3 by the way, NEBA 4 arrange 2FE: 5. 10 cascof, 3§
6 bosureto.,., #HH....




LEITERS TO A FRIEND 9

v

SHANGHAI

DecEMBER X, 1927.
My pear Mr Tsou:

Your letter of November 28 desctibing your
pleasant voyage and its impressions on you has
been received and read with great interest. I
believe you are rather poetically inchined.! I am
somewhat so, and am very much pleased to know
that you are much more so.

Having 1eceived your previous letter from
Soochow on Fiiday morning (a fortnight ago), I
waited for you at my office till twilight that
afternoon, but was sorry that you did ROt come
at all. Did you go on board that very night or
the following morning? How long did you stay
at Shanghai? I should like to know the purpose
of your visit to Tsingtao. Are you staying there
with your family or quite by yourself??

Ycur present letter is not faultless, But with
a few slight changes made in its werding, it will
serve as a gocd specimen of friendly ccrrespon-
dence. I may make use of it in an article on
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Jetter-writing in my *Chitchat with Language
Students’™® as serially published in the English
Weekly.  You have no objection?!
Yours very sincerely,
Hirrz C. K. Ke,

(g 1. poetically inclined, FERATIEE. 2 by voursali, WA
3. "Chitchat with Language Students™ @125 CEAM . FRHK
2B KAHATE 4 Yoa have no objection? g gFSBAfl.
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SHANGHAI
IDDECEMBER 23, 1927
My prar Mr Teou:

Both vour letter of December 19 enclosing a
Christmas card and the vook Poems and Essays
by E. A, Poe! camie to hand this morning. I wish
to express my heaitfelt thanks for them. I am
sorry I do not know if my reply to your last letter
reached you duly, for your letter docs not mention
receiving if, nor say anvthing about its contents.
Please let me know in yvour next.®

I am very much delighted with Poe’s Poems
and Issavs though I fear I shall meet with many
difficult peints in reading it. I shall read it with
the more pleasure because it came from you.
I have had a verv slight acquaintance with the
author; for while I have never read any prose of
his, neither® have I read much of his poetry
besides such short easy pieces as “Eulalie”* and
“Annabel Lee.”?

Except my colleagues, I have not a large
circle of friends, and of the few I have, there is
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none so “literarv " as you. I wish to know more
of you and so hope you will hereafter write to me
more freely and “familiarly”™.  As I am sulfering
from a cold, I have to stop here.
Your loving friend,
Hiwrz C. K. KE.
P50 10 Tdonot as a rule® sond NXmas? or
New Year cards to v friead, and 1elatives, so [
shall not send on- (o vou.
2. I am sending bick to you a 1ct
stamp,® which I have found in vour letter without

knowing its “muission”."

g, 1. EooA Poe otphy, pp Edgar Alap Poe, N A BT
W AR~ AERLE S5 -ARNLE. 2 ovour mewt, W FddE,
3 neither=nor. 4 " Lhulalic” 'l 3b 5, SR L0 5 An-
nabel Lee™ {8n'a-bal 150 55 &, AREIS & F & 6 as oo rule, HLLES
7. Nmas kriv'masim=Clt-tmus. 3, stanep, S, o, misoon, Gl

R A,



