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FORWARD

“Arriving at the prefecture of Jinan
and getting into the city, one will immedi-
ately find the scene, more tasteful than that
of the Southern China, of flowing streams
by every house and willow trees by every
door” These are the lines written in Lao
Can’s Travel by Liu Er in praise of Jinan,
the City of Springs.

Jinemn, the beautiful city, is situated in
the center of Shandong Province, China. In
the north, with the Yellow River flowing
crossby, it borders Beijing and Tienjing, the
two big cities while in the south with Mt.
Taishan lying erectly. It borders Suzhou and
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Hangzhdu, the two scenic cities in China
and in the east, it borders Zibo, the
City of Potterty and Porcelain, with Qing-
dao and Yantai to its further east. It is
the capital of Shandong Province and the
political economic and cultural center of the
whole province. It has five districts and four
counties under its jurisdiction. It covers an
area of 5 ,770 square kilometers with a pop=
ulation of 3,79 million. : ’

‘Jinan is a well-known cultural city with
a timié-honoured' history.AAs eatly as 6,500
years ago, the ancestors began to multiply
and live in the area. In the Spring and Au-
tumn Period, Jinan was, oncé the territory of
the Qi Kingdom, called Loyi. Later in the
Warting Statés Period, it became a little town
in the Qi Kingdom, called Lixiayi. It was
not until the Han Dynasty that it got the
present name as Jinan. In the 16th year of
the Emperor Wen’s Reign in the Han Dyna-
sty (164 A.D.); it was changed into a state,
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called the State of Jinan. During the Sui and
Tang Dynasties, it was changed into and re-
-named Qi State and Qi Prefecture respectively.
In -the ¢th year- of the Song Dynasty, it
became the prefecture of Jinan and rema-
ined what it was successively in the. Jin;
Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties until 1929
when Jinan Municipality was finally establi-
shed.

After the founding of the People’s. Re-
public _of China in 1949, Jinan achieved
great accomplishment in both economic deve-
lopment and in the other social. areas. At
present, Jinan has become a comprehensive
industrial city with machine building, meta-
llurgies, chemicals, textiles, light industries,
foodstuffs and building materialy as its main
turn overs as well as with good foundatioens
for the further development of agricuylture and
with fairly developed science and technology,
culture and education, health care and-sports

activities,



Jinan has boasted numerous gushing
springs bestowed by nature. It is highly re-
commended both at home and abroad as a
city of springs. Records say there are over a
hundred springs scattered all over the city,
forming into four major spring groups, na-
mely: Baotu Spring, Pearl Spring, Black
Tiger Spring and Five Dragon Pool with
spring water gushing out in the way - like
each -one’s name, presenting a fantastic scene.
There are still many other springs flowing
here and there in the city and winding their
ways into households where people could
fetch the water through the windows. The
often quoted and widely loved words of “there
are flowing streams by every house and willow
trees by every door”is a vivid discription of
the special scene of Jinan.

In Lao Can’s Travel, there is a line
saying that “The scene in Jinan is more
tasteful than that of the Southern China.”

Jinan is not only famous for its springs, but
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_plso famous for . its beautiful sceneries, chas
ming mountains and numerous historic, relics:
In Jipan, pleasant Daming Lake is a tourist
:must, wherg;,gtee:; willow - trees; and pink
lotys flowetrs are in great contrast. With -its
spectacular charm, Daming Lake has brought.up
generafions of celebrated scholars.. The Thous-
and Buddha Mountain is an gttzaction which
has erect peaks ,deep valleys, verdant trees and
pleasant. atmosphete. It is a natural protector
of the city; The Dragon Cave is another
scenic spot in Jinan, which is quiet and pea-
ceful, being one of the favourats: places for
the .people to spend their day off on wonder-
ing in.the deep valleys, green bushes and
waterfalls. Lingyan Temple should be specialy
mentioned here as it is one of the most im-
portant Buddhist temiples in China and it is
also part of the scenes in Mt.. Taishan. The
painted clay Buddhist figures in -thé temple
are second to none of this kind of art. The

Four-door. Pageda, located 30km south of Ji-
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nah, is the ‘oldes! ohe-story stone pagoda
“evet preserved in China tow. Tt Has an uni-
‘qué architéctute’ style; rate it CHitia. The
“Yeflow- River flows by thé city of Jinan,
“adding a special’charm’ to the cily. All these
‘above mentioned have attracted a largé num-
ber of poets and scholats to Jinan for a
visit and they have left behind numetous
poems and writtings in praise. Even March:
‘polo, the world-known Italian traveler who
traveled ‘all over the world in” the 13th
gentury, once said in praise  that “Beautiful
soenes catch people’s gyes”. - ’
Recently, Mr. Shi Waixuan eame to
Jinan, "at the invitation of Jinan Tourism
Administration, for a visit. Having seen all
the city just as what Mr. Liu Er, thedncient
traveler did, he wrote this Travel Notes which
can be regarded as the companion of Lao
Can’s Travel, With great hope, our fr einds,
this Travel Notes can serve you as a gulde

it you could ever come to visit the city. 1t

é



you can not come for a visit at the moment,
hopefuly, you can at lecast get from the book
what you want to know about Jinan, the
famous cultural city with both timehonoured
history and unique scenery, standing proudly
by the Yellow River.
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