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Forward

According to the radioactivity carbon analysis and the comparison
with Red Jungle fowl by Chinese archaeologists for the excavated fowl
bones from ancient Chinese resident relics at the Hebei and Henan
provinces of yellow River basin,it has been proved that the excavated
fowl bones belong to the domestic fowls of 7—8 thousand years ago.
This discover advances such a conclusion 3—4 thousand years by some
western scientific workers. That fowls were domesticated about 2000
years B. C. in India and introduced from India to China about 1400 years
B.C.

Owing to the long history and vast territory of raising fowl in Chi-
na,the fowls were conscious or nonepurposeful selection and raised in
different ecological areas and social and economic conditions in whole
China, had beed formed many local fowl breeds possessed different char-
acteristics and performance. The breed resource is very plentiful and it's
fowl gene pool is quite huge in the world.

In the meddle of 19 century,the Chinese Shanghai Fowl was intro-
duced to England. The name of Shanghai fowl was later changed to
Cochin. Due to its striking appearance, great size, plentiful muscle and
profuse soft feathering distinguished it from all other known breeds of
that early period. Cochin created a sensation in England resulting in a
great boom as it was called “Crazy Cochin”. Cochin and successively im-
ported from China to England and America of the Langshan,not only

became well known of meat and general purpose type breeds and were
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compiled into the (British Standard) and { American standard of perfec-
tion »,also were used to cross with their local or other breeds to form
many famous standard breeds,such as Orpingtong, Australorp, Barred
Plymouth Rock,Rhode Island Red and New Hampshire etc.

Research in native fowl gene pool and exploit domestic chicken
breed resource of our country,estimate in different breed characteris-
tics, productive abilities , breeding quality including breed origin. evolu-
tion and blood relationship for evaluation.preservation and developing
utilization of the native fowl breeds and further breeding to enhance
their high adaptation .resistance to diseases.reproductive ability and fine
meat quality etc,would be have more theoretical and practical signifi-
cance.

Professor Guang Chao Cheng,a researcher of Genetics Institute,
China Academy of Science, has long been engaged research work on
poultry blood groups and is the initiator and practitioner of study on
application of poultry blood groups in our country. He organized a few
well known specialists and scientific workers in various subjects,includ-
ing modern molecular biotechnology. They used their many years re-
search achievements and accumulation data to compiled the book
{Germplasm Characteristics of Chinese Native Chickens ). It is first of
one monograph of research work on germplasm characteristics of Chi-
nese native fowl breeds and is one essential and fundamental book for
appraisement, preservation and developing utilization of Chinese native
chickens. Undoubtedly, it well be welcomed by the members of teach-
ingsresearch and administration unit from home and abroad of biology,
animal science,genetics,ecology,archaeology and agriculture etc.

I am very glad to write some words to express my congratulation

on the book being sent to the press.

Xiangpin Qiu
March, 2000
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