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A PROLOGUE

This album, a record of four decades of public health in China, is dedicated to the People’s Republic of
China on its fortieth birthday.

We take pride in the progress made in those decades in the domain of public health, as it was registered
against great odds.

When we marvel at the achievements as these pictures show, we must not forget that all this began at a
time when the country was a scene of devastation, when the people languished as victims of famines and a
collapsed economy, and when poverty, disease, backwardness and ignorance stalked the land — lagacies of
old China.

To improve the health of the people and reinvigorate the nation, the Chinese Communist Party and the
People’s Government decided on a four—point policy soon after the founding of new China. By this policy,
medical service should be “facing the workers, peasants and soldiers; putting prevention first; uniting doc-
tors of traditional Chinese medicine and western medicine; and integrating health work with mass
campaign”. Medical institutions and teams were set up to serve the various specific needs, and efforts were
made to advance traditional and ethnic medicine and to promote medical research and education. In 1952,
the Central Patriotic Health Campaign Committee, headed by the late premier Zhou Enlai, was formed.
The Committee launched massive nationwide drives to change backward habits and clean up the environ-
ment. Later, two leading groups, one for the prevention of parasitic diseases in south China and the other
for the prevention of endemic diseases in north China were created by the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party. At the same time, a medical and health care system was instituted; various institutions
for medical care, epidemic prevention and mother and child care were set up, and in the countryside, tens of
thousands of medics and midwives were trained. A network has been taken shape that covers the health
services both at the urban and rural areas.

China’s effort to promote health work in the country was soon rewarded. The incidence of many dis-
eases dropped by a wide margin, some major contagious diseases, and the parasitic and endemic diseases
that had plagued vast areas in south and north China were brought firmly under control.

In medical care, epidemic prevention, mother and child care, medical science and education, and in the
realm of traditional Chinese medicine, great achievements were made, some of which attracted world atten-
tion.

The ten—year political turmoil wreaked havoc with what had been achieved in public health in the
country. Thanks to the policy of reform and openness adopted at the 3rd Plenary of the 11th Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party, China has been able to renew its big stride forward in public health
in the past ten years. The country has now entered into friendly cooperation with the World Health Organi-
zation and other international bodies, and with over 100 countries and regions. Traditional Chinese medi-
cine is reviving, and the production of drugs and biological products keep developing in terms of its quantity
and variety. For many years in a row impressive progress has been made in scientific research. Education in
medical science is developing vigorously. Technical guidance for mother and child care and family planning
keeps improving. Preventive medicine is burgeoning. The ongoing reform in medical service is expected to
produce a new system to meet gradually the growing need of the community.

Today, all the nations in the world are striving for the attainment of the global strategic goal of “health
for all by the year 2000”. China is faced with unique problems, those created by its huge population. But
with the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and the policy of reform and openness, and with one
billion people united as one, we look to the future with confidence that China will attain that goal.
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Mao Zedong, Chairman of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, stu-
died a planning sketch of the programme for
schistosomiasis control at Anhui Province, (1958).
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Liu Shaogi, President of the People’s Repub-
lic of China, made an inspection tour at the
State—owned Huabei (North China)
Pharmaceutical Plant at Shijiazhuang City, (1958).
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Zhu De, Vice Chairman of the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party, visited the
National  Exhibition = of  Medicine and
Pharmaceuticals, (1958).
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Zhou Enlai, Premier of the State Council,

addressd the participants to the National Congress
of Gynaecology and Obstetrics, (1965).
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Shaking hands cordially with Dr Ma Haide,
Deng Xiaoping, Chairman of the Central Military
Commission, told him.”it is not easy of you to
traverse your way for 50 years in China. I greet
you.”, (1983).
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Li Xiannian, President of the People’s Repub-
lic of China, helped a baby to take polio vaccine,
(1985).
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Yang Shangkun,President of the People’s Re-
public of China, met with army medical experts,
(1988).
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Li Peng, Premier of the State Council, met
with medical workers of the team providing disas-
ter relief after an earthquake at Lancang County
of Yunnan Province, (1988).
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Ulanfu (left), vice President of the People’s
Republic of China, and Liao Hansheng (centre),
Chairman of the Central Patriotic Health Cam-
paign Committee attended a national exhibition
on the popularization of health knowledge. (1984).
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Accompanied by Dr He Jiesheng (second
from left, front row), vice Minister of Health, Li
Tieying, (first from left, front row), State Council-
lor and Chairman of the National Patriotic Health
Campaign Committee, visited the Exhibition on
the Control of AIDS and Veneral Diseases, (1988).
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Li Dechuan, Minister of Health, at the

nursery, Department of GYN / OBS of the Peking
Union Hospital, (1964)



