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Tips for adapting your writing for oral presentation

Speak rather than read the speech

Pace your speech

Relieve your tension

Use simple and precise language _ Jt L
Establish the speaker-audience connection

Define unfamiliar words/terms/concepts when speaking

Use visual aids to express statistics

.
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8. Speak with stress and emphasis

9. Decide how formal your language should be to suit your audience and occasion
10. Give clear signals for listeners to follow what you say

11. Arouse the audience’s interest and keep them motivated

12. Make your speech brief but informative

13. Adjust your pitch of voice to suit the mood

14. Use quotations to establish authority and increase credibility

15. Make yourself a pleasant interviewer

16. Use natural body language

17. Build verbal bridges between your speech and others’

18. Relieve tension when speaking on a formal occasion for the first time
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Upon completing this unit, you should be able to:

Describe the life and work of Nicolas Copernicus;

Identify essential information that is included in describing a person;

Identify the typical way of organizing an article which describes a person;
Determine what details to be included to suit your purpose and reader;

Organize details in chronological order;

Identify and use time expressions accurately in describing a person’s experience;
Apply the writing skills of this article in your own writing;

Adapt your writing for oral presentation: Speak rather than read the speech.

IR IR R R

An article describing a person may include such information as the year and place of birth,
family background, early education, personality, profession, work experiences, etc. There are

different purposes of describing a person, and the purposes determine the choice of details and the
focus of description.

(STask 1)

Discuss with your partner and add to the following list other possible purposes of an article
which describes a person.

The purpose of describing a person may be:

m To provide general information about a person;

m To provide work experience that is required when applying for a job;

m To show the author’s respect and admiration for the person that is described;
|
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One of the useful ways to prepare for reading an article is surveying, which means taking an
overall view of an article and giving it a general consideration by reading its title, subtitle, and
headings (if there are any). Surveying an article before reading it can reveal useful information
about its subject, main content, and the depth of the content. It may also remind you of your own
experience, other materials about the same subject, and common sense related to the subject, which
in turn, will help you to predict and understand what is written in the article. '

Survey the article and predict what it is likely to discuss. Provide the information in the given

spaces or answer the questions.
1) Who is Nicolas Copernicus? What do you know about him?

2) What do you expect to know from the article?

1
% A DNicolas Copernicus

1 Copernicus is considered to be the founder of modern astronomy. He was born in 1473 to
a well-placed mercantile family in the Polish town of Thorn. The bright boy, who at age 10 lost his
father, found a generous guardian in his uncle Lucas, who soon became a bishop® in Frauenburg
Cathedral. He eventually was sent off to Cracow University to study mathematics and optics’. He
continued his study at three celebrated Italian universities and returned at around age 30. Through
the influence of his uncle, Copernicus was appointed as a canon’ in Frauenburg Cathedral where

1 1473-1543, a Polish astronomer, who first suggested the Copernican system, in which the earth and other
planets are described as moving around the sun & /8

2 priest with a high rank in Christian religions F#{

the scientific study of light Y%

4 Christian priest who has special duties in a cathedral HE ¥+
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Describing a Person

he spent a sheltered' and academic life for the rest of his days.

2 Because of his clerical position?, Copernicus moved in the highest circles of power; but a
student he remained. For relaxation Copernicus painted and translated Greek poetry into Latin. His
interest in astronomy gradually grew, and his investigations were carried on quietly and alone,
without help or consultation. He made his celestial observations® from a turret® situated on the
protective wall around the cathedral, observations were made “bare eyeball,” so to speak, as a
hundred more years were to pass before the invention of the telescope. In 1530, Copernicus
completed and gave to the world his great work On the Revolutions of the Celestial Spheres’,
which asserted that the earth rotated on its axis once daily and traveled around the sun once yearly:
a fantastic concept for the times. Up to the time of Copernicus the thinkers of the western world
believed in the Ptolemiac theory® that the universe was a closed space bounded by a spherical
envelope beyond which there was nothing. Claudius Ptolemy, an Egyptian living in Alexandria, at
about 150 A.D., gathered and organized the thoughts of the earlier thinkers. (It is to be noted that
one of the ancient Greek astronomers, Aristarchus, did have ideas similar to those more fully
developed by Copemnicus but they were rejected in favour of the geocentric or earth-centered
scheme as was espoused by Aristotle’.) Ptolemy’s findings were that the earth was a fixed,
immovable mass, located at the center of the universe, and all celestial bodies, including the sun
and the fixed stars, revolved around it.

8 Copernicus was in no hurry to publish his theory, though parts of his work were circulated
among a few of the astronomers that were giving the matter some thought; indeed, Copernicus’
work might not have ever reached the printing press if it had not been for a young man who sought
out the master in 1539. George Rheticus was a 25-year-old German mathematics professor who was
attracted to the 66-year-old cleric, having read one of his papers. Intending to spend a few weeks
with Copernicus, Rheticus ended up staying as a house guest for two years, so fascinated was he
with Copernicus and his theories. Now, up to this time, Copernicus was reluctant to publish — not
so much that he was concerned with what the church might say about his novel theory, but rather
because he was a perfectionist and he never thought, even after working on it for thirty years, that
his complete work was ready — there were, as far as Copernicus was concerned, observations to be
checked and rechecked.

4 (Interestingly, Copernicus’ original manuscript, lost to the world for 300 years, was
located in Prague in the middle of the 19th century; it shows Copernicus’ pen was, it would appear,
continually in motion with revision after revision; all in Latin as was the vogue® for scholarly

protected (from difficult or unpleasant experiences) 5% E{£# &
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writings in those days.)

5 Copemicus died in 1543 and was never to know what a stir his work had caused. It went
against the philosophical and religious beliefs that had been held during the medieval times'. Man,
it was believed (and still believed by some) was made by God in His image, man was the next thing
to God, and, as such, superior, especially in his best part, his soul, to all creatures, indeed this part
was not even part of the natural world.

6 Two other Italian scientists of the time, Galileo and Bruno, embraced’ the Copernican
theory unreservedly’ and as a result suffered much personal injury at the hands of the powerful
church inquisitors. Giordano Bruno had the audacity to even go beyond Copernicus, and, dared
to suggest, that space was boundless and that the sun was and its planets were but one of any
number of similar systems: There even might be other inhabited worlds with rational beings equal
or possibly superior to ourselves. For such blasphemy6, in 1600 Bruno was condemned and burned
at the stake even before the Inquisition7. Galileo was brought forward in 1633, and, there, under
the threat of torture and death, forced to his knees to renounce’ all belief in Copernican theories,
and was thereafter sentenced to imprisonment for the remainder of his days.

Z The most important aspect of Copernicus’ work is that it forever changed the place of man
in the cosmos; no longer could man legitimately think his significance greater than his fellow
creatures; with Copernicus’ work, man could now take his place among that which exists all about

him, and not of necessity take that pl'emier9 position which had been assigned immodestly to him
by the theologians'o.

The writer of an article always has a particular purpose in mind. It may be a body of
information to convey, an opinion to express, a problem to solve, or a theory to propose. The
writer’s thoughts are generally organized to form discernable units, which are important elements
that form an overall pattern. -

Typically, the writer chooses a particular way of organizing these units of information, and
then links them up to achieve the purpose of the writing. This pattern of organizing information is
the macro-structure, also known as the rhetorical structure, discourse structure, or genre-scheme of

the period in European history between about 500 and 1500 AD, known as the Middle Ages 42
eagerly accepted 3%

completely and without any doubts ELRE
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Describing a Person ﬂ&

7
a text. It is the underlying structure that accounts for the overall organization of a text.

Different kinds of texts are distinguished by the ways in which the theme, purpose, and units
of information are linked together to form a whole.

{ STask 3)

Read the article quickly and complete the following outline that reflects its macro-structure
and organization of important details.

Outline
1. Opening: Introducing the topic.

Nicolas Copernicus is the name of a renowned astronomer.

H. Copernicus’ family background, early life and education.
In 1473:
At age 10:
Education:

At around age 30:

II1. Copemicus’ academic life.
Copernicus’ interest:

His work as an astronomer:

His theory:

Iv.

Copernicus was in no hurry to publish his theory.
He was a perfectionist and kept revising his theory.

V. His death and influence.
In 1543:
Influence:




(CTask4)

Read the article carefully and answer the following questions.

1) Where did Copernicus receive his education?

2) Who was Lucas? What was his position?

3) What was Copernicus’ position after he came back from his studies in Italy?

4) How did Copernicus spend most of his prime years?

5) What did Claudius Ptolemy think about the universe?

6) Whom did Aristotle support, Ptolemy or Aristarchus ?

7) Why was the publication of On the Revolutions of the Celestial Spheres delayed?
8) Who was George Rheticus?

9) What happened to Galileo and Bruno? Why?

10) What was the significance of Copernicus’ work?

11) How would you describe Copernicus’ personality?

When a piece of writing describes a person and his experiences, the flow of events or

experiences is linked by time expressions. The simplest time expressions include the year (such as

“in 14737, “in 1530, “in 1543”), month (January, February, etc.), date, hour, minute (such as “at

13:30 on 21 of December”). More often, however, it is a phrase, a clause, or a word that indicates

the sequence of events. For example:

He was born in 1473 to a well-placed mercantile family in the Polish town of Thorn. The
bright boy, who at age 10 lost his father, found a generous guardian in his uncle Lucas, who
soon became a bishop in Frauenburg Cathedral. He eventually was sent off to Cracow
University to study mathematics and optics. He continued his study at three celebrated Italian
universities and returned at around age 30. (Para. 1)

Each clause in this paragraph has a word or expression to establish a link between Copernicus’

experiences. Note that simple past tense dominates the paragraph.

4:Task 5)

Read the article again and identify words or expressions that establish a link between events



