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PREFACE

the Selected Calligraphic Works which is presented before us, 1s devoted by Mr Wang Yuxi, vice governor of
Shandong, who has been taking his time out of his busy work to study on the art of Chinese calligraphy. This collection
holds all kinds of slyles ncluding seal character, ofhcial script, regular script, running hand and cursive hand His
penmanship s decorous yet not overcautious, bold and flowing yet consistent with slanding orders The simple and solid
character and literary elegance shown in this collection reveal an intellectual in mediitation. The state of mind brought out
by his works I1s so serene and generous that it is hard to believe that it is from a busy official

| only knew him as a leader of Shandong Province when | first met him | came to understand later that his love of
calhgraphy began from his childhood Wang Yuxi, styled himself Baczhai, was born in Tengzhou near the hometown of
Confucius and Mencius in October, 1939 Growing up under the nurture of affluent traditional culture, he was obsessed
with calligraphy and kept on practising calligraphy when he was at primary school. He then won an award 1n the ca-
ligraphy contest held by his county. Mr. Wang Yuxi has both served in the army and worked for the civil service
Whatever he has been.either as a soldier or as a leader,or however hard the situation used to behe has never given up
s aspiration on calligraphy It's been decades since he first began practising callligraphy Even after he had assumed the
position as a vice governer of Shandong Province he never changed his habit of practising calligraphy.

Shandong Province 1s a cradle of ancient Chinese civilization,where most greal intellectuals and prodigies including
sages of Iterarymiiitary and calligraphy have been bred.The people of Shandong have witten a splendid chapter in
Chinese cultural classics of thousands of years.The relics of traditional Chinese calligrathy can be seen everywhere in
Shandong. The stelae of Qin and Han Dynastieswhich were the most plentiful throughout the countrywere carved n
ditierent styles. Zheng Daozhao the main writer of Mount Yunleng scripures which were regarded as treasure of ca-
ligraphy by Kang Youweiwas renowned as a giant sage of calligraphers in north China The Ten Buddhist Scriptures on
the giant precipice which dated back to Northern Dynasties(386-581}were taken as the best with its |arge and magniticent
characters Al these: places of relics have aroused MrWang's instincts of knowledge.He 1s intent on copying the scriptures
in local relic stelae whenever he has spare time dunng his business trip outside.Hie unique sense toward calligraphy 1s
thus created

In his viewst 15 of vital importance to keep the spiit when copying the works of ancient times The prestige of the
Empire of Qin led to the cautiousness of seal charactersthe openness of Han cuiture resulted In the flowing feature of
official scrpt, the liveliness and sharpness of regular scnpt were attributed to the ethnical merging In Southern and
Northern Dynasties. and the prosperty of Tang Dynasty helped to promote the elegance and vigor of lhe regular script
Like other forms of art, caligraphyfrom the time it was bornhas always been developing after the characters and features
of the specific era.People will not understand and grasp the basic nature of works without the awareness of the spirit of
the specitic epoch MrWang once said that it's impossible for a man like him to spend a lot of time practising and
tempenng, thus the most mportant thing would be to learn spiritually His seal characters first followed the slyle of Deng
Shiru and soon afterwith his rich and vigorous strokes.he furthered his practice back to The Calligraphy Engraved on the
Cliffs of Mount Tai, The Calligraphy Engraved on the Chifs of Mount Langya. As to official scripthe has copied all the
famous tablets inscriptions in what 1s now the Shandong Provincemaking extensive etorts on Zhang Qian,Li OifSacrificial
Vessels)Yi Ying Lu Junand Kong Zhoutherefore his official saript is profound in essence and natural in appearance, not
resincted by conventional calligraphy of this kind.He has also formed a umique style 10 runring hand characterized by the
combination of dynamic and kinetic treatment of the characters since he has absorbed and achieved mastery of vanous
schools of calligraphies like those of Wang Xizhi,Wang Xianzhi and later of the masters in the Songthe Yuan and the Qing
Dynasties His representative work a running hand of Witing the Fifteen Imaginary Poems of Pan Linggao.greatly resembles
Su Dongpo's long prose The Spring Scenery of Dongting Lake not only i s way ot writing the characters but also n the
overall spinit of the work This work of his, with its magnificent and impressive effect, has given a full play to the caligrap
her's fine mastery and high attainments in calligraphy. Style is the man himsell, so is caligraphy Judging by Mr Wang's
works, it is obvious that he is a man of simple character and deep nsighl. Being adept in thinking, diligent in working.
lofty when setling @ goal and practical when doing specific things —this is the very way he has adopted in tis calligraphy
and also the reasen of his success

As the honorary president of Shandong Calligraphers’ Association, Mr Wang takes special concem over the present
situation and fusther development of the calligraphic circle of Shandong Province. As long as he has time, he will always
participate with great interest in some important exhibitions of painting and caligraphy: as ong as the activity benefits the
development of Shandong's calligraphic cause, he will give support whole-heartedly In this way he is respectedly called "a
good Ieader ardent n caligraphy”

Mr. Wang 1s also A disseminator of the excellent culture of China When he visits other countries. upon request. he
oflen gives his works to foreign friends as presents and some of his works have been exhibited time and again in foreign
countries. He often says “This is an exchange between heart and heart.” Many of his works have been kept as souvenir
by famous persons in poltical, financial, industrial, cutural and art circles 1n Japan, Russia. Sweden, Thailand, Singapore.
italy, the United States. France, the United Kingdom, Germany and the Netherlands

We congratulaie Mr Wang on the publication of Selected Calligraphic Works of Wang Yuxi, which has reallistically
recorded a caligrapher's restless pursuit of art and a cultural exchange envory’s ardent spint In promulgating the excellent
culture of China to foreign countries. We hereby express our earnest hope as well that this book may become a new
starting point of Mr Wang's calligraphy and his art of calligraphy may eventually reach a supreme state

LU vi
Beijing, Sep, 1996
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