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ABSTRACT
Municipal Reform and City Development

The 250-thousand-character work focuses mainly on the municipal
reform movement in the 20’s-30s of the 20" century. It has seven parts.

The work discusses macroscopically on the clue of the municipal de-
velopment in modern China and indicates that municipal reform move-
ments are the mainline of the modem Chinese municipal history studies.
There are not only historical succession but historical surpassment and de-
velopment between two municipal reform movements which consisted of the
municipal histery in modern China.

Up to now the domestic academic circle has no such studies on the
municipal reform of the Republic of China as an American scholar Kristin
Stapleton has described the municipal reform mainly on its causes and in-
tention in one of her thesis “The Municipal Development in the times of
the Republic of China: The Historical Succession and Affection From out-
side China.”

The wok indicates that the municipal reform movement was actually
the special manifestation of the local antonomous movement in the cities of
the modemn times. The style and purpose of the Chinese municipal reform
movement in the 20’s-30’s of the 20" century had been greatly impacted
by the American Municipal Movement during the end of the 19" century.
The Chinese intellectuals educated in Europe and America wished to carry

out nationwide political reform and establish a real democratic modern



country of China by way of municipal reform. The municipal reform
movement had been carried out through the big and middle cities over
China and had greatly impacted the urban development of the period of
the Republic of China, but further political purpose of the modern times
Chinese intellectual classes to urbanization couldn’t be achieved in the

political underground in the times of the Republic of China.
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