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Preface Beijing is a world-renowned ancient cultural city with a his-

tory of more than 3000 years, and it used to be the capital for Liao, Jin, Yuan, Ming and

Qing Dynasties in succession while numerous precious historical relic sites on showcas-
ing Chinese Civilization remained. With the founding of the People’s Republic of China,
Beijing, as the capital of the new Republic, has since developed itself into the nation’s
political and cultural center as well as international exchauge hub. Due to the great changes
that took place in the past half century, Beijing has become a metropolis with world wide
reputation, During this period, we accumulated a great deal of precious experiences, and
acquired many lessons. 1 believe that these factors will be the valuable fortune for us o
keep moving on.

With two-year efforts, organized and compiled by Beijing Municipal City Planning
Commission(BMCPC), Beijing Municipal Institute of City Planning and Designing and
Beijing Dongyihe Culture Exchange Center, Beijing: The Notable Historical and Cul-
tural Ciry series will be published by the Beijing Publishing House. With the historic areas
in Beijing old city as the main clue, this series of books, featuring refined and vivid words
and pictures, shotw us the past and today of the city construction of Beijing from the angle
of city planning, moreover, explore the organic combination of traditional culture and
madern life This is of great significance, and [ feel so pleased about this wonderful
achievemnent!

As the 2008 Olympic Gan':es is drawing near, I'm deeply convinced that this extraor-
dinary series will increasingly draw attentions of readers from home and abroad, which
help them acquire an in-depth understanding of Beijing as well as experience the unique
charm of Beijing.

Hou Renzhi
June, 2004



BITRIES:
HFHRIE
T

e, B
HITHRE. =aE Bl
EYBRE: h0BR OS5 &
ENHE: ¥ o
BIEEE. HE

# . HER
witel: © B
Fmigit: %
ERdE®. i+ T

Editors in Chief: Chen Gang  Zhu Jiaguang

Associate Editors in Chief: Huang Yan Ma Liangwei Fan Yacbang

Executive Editors in Chief: Wen Zongyong  Chen Ji

Executive Associate Editors in Chief: Marshall Lin - Zhang Tieun Shane He  Leon Yang
Contributing Advisor: Wu Yuchu  Zhong Zhixian

Contributing Directors: Qu Zhang  Qiao Bin

Writer: Wang Gang

Contributing Editor: Liao Zhengxin

Executive Edirors: Sarah Song  Sindy Wang
English Translators: Wan Xingiang  Lu Wei
English Editor: Luo Qi

Responsible Editor: Yang Liangzhi

Photographer: Marshall Lin
Art Director: Wang Kun

Art Designer: Chen Yue
Printing Engineer: Xu Ke



LR R 002 THE EHRIHE 064
Part One General Introduction of Imperial City Tracing the Glory Past

PUSEA DG Bhderpe——BIRECARIA R R 006 b A1 34 066
Imperial Cities before Ming Dynasty Jingshan East Street

ElS-E S0 £ 014 HLEH 068
The Earliest Imperial City of Beijing Jinshan West Street |
KFHE R 016 | FLAfAF 070
Palaces of Khan Jingshan Front Street

A i 2 08 | ELEH 071
Gardens of Khan lingshan Back Street

EIBIGE RN A —— W0 B R 020 | wEMNAAE 072
Imperial City in Ming and Qling Dynasti Di'anmen Inner Street

EE £ 2 022 | XaEfy 073
General Information of Imperial City Wenijin Street |
HEEE BEMNHE—ZRPTRANRKNT 024 PR 074
Gates of Palaces City and Imperial City Wousi Street

ERITHET 06 | Bk 076
Vicissitude of Imperial City Gate MNanchang Street

A 030 | atk#H 077
Paloces City Beichang Street

b8 8 B 034 | WATAM 079
Halls in Cuter Court Nanchizi Street

NERE 036 | ERE 080
Palaces in Inner Court Huangshicheng

yHME FAEEFE—AFER 038 | WA 083
Imperial Ancestral Temple MNannei

TEA# HEAE—HBRERRL 044 FE A 084
Shejitan (Alter for the gods of land and grainl Donghuamen Street

W i 7 ¥ L —— L R 048 b F A 085
lingshan Hill ! Beichizi Street

nyHE REEL 050 | BT EXAMERRS 088
Vicissitude of Imperial Garden The value and protection of the Imperial City |
we s EEMHD 052

Supernatural Beijing Living in Gpunghua lsloid

HKRTRENYL 054

Loty Palaces on The Bank of Lake

FREHE 056

Blurred Past of Zhongnanhai

EE S T A& 058

White Dageba Overlooking The Island

e g B 062

Ups and Downds of the 24-Yamen IGovernment Office in Okd China |

w2+ R R 063

Four S and Ten Storeh

«M*O'

E

Pl

iy

iy




———




A *
¥ L 3
W
. L}
F | |
‘ L]
’ *
L]
|
. ]
‘ \ f
‘ r
1
[
é 1
[ i v ' '




Main Architecture of Imperial City - Taihedian (Hall of Sup H ¥
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Stone Lion before Taihemen (Gate of Supreme Harmony)
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Imperial Cities before Ming Dynasty
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Imperial city, as s name implies, refers to the city that emperor resides in. In Zhou
Dynasty, although the place where Zhou emperors lived meant imperial city to some
degree, obviously people had not had the conception of “Imperial City".
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Stately Wumen(The Menidian Gate)
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Epang Palace, built by Ying Zheng. the tirst emperor of Qin Dynasty, was un-
paralieled in terms of scale and magnificence in that period. When history
progressed into Han Dynasty, the conception of “imperial City" began to be
formed, which solely referred to "palaces city" that emperor resided in.
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