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Preface

An epitome of the Chinese nation since the year of 1840, Macao has en-

dured humiliation and hardship. experienced great changes and developed

from the national seclusion 1o opening. from decline o rejuvenation. Ev

erything in Macao, whatever mountains and fakes, streets and lanes, build-
ings and pavilions as well as Qowers and trees, is imbued with the nation’™s
sorrow and happiness, twists and wims of the history and winds and clouds
of great changes. I Macao is a living history muscuim, the album “A New
Image of Macao”, compiled by the Sino-foreign Cultural Exchange Center
under the Ministry of Cultare peturizes the museuam ina mult-angled, muli-
Favered and all-round manner. Itaceurately reflects myriad changes of Macao
for hundreds of vears, especially since the return o Macao, demonstrates
the limitless charm of the “One Country. Two Systems”policy and unveils
Mucao’s profound historical and cultural heritages,

When opening the album, we can have a close contact with Macao’s inher

ent pulse formed by the history for a long period of time. The Ma Kok Miu,

Ruins of St Paul’s and the Monte Fortress, the Kun Lam Temple et are sull

there, The paolitical and economic systems and living styles of capitalism
remain unchanged. Smoke curls upwards from shrine for Land Gaod, the

gaming houses are crowded all the night and scene of debauchery can be

seen at amusement places... Macao experienced no changes.

When opening the album, we can feel Macao's fresh and pleasant atmao-
sphere under the policy of “One Country, Two Systems™, Before the Return
of Macao, the economy declined, the social order was out of contral and
people’s complaints could be heard everywhere, Now. the new Macao, with
good government and harmonious people, is developing rapidly and
prosperously, Macao’s economic growth has been accelerated continuously
and begun to show an unprecedented pleasant prospect. The gambling in-
dustry was opened in the city and three giants developed together. Over $

10 billion foreign capital flew inte Macao. Construction of large-scaled build-



ings is in full swing, Several newly-established gambling houses are guite
busy with constant stream of cars and buses. The “Visa-Free Policy™ at-

trawts crowds of peaple, and hotels and restaurant are full of guests, Under

the active supports of China's central government, Macao SAR govern-

ment administrates the region i hine with laws and makes progress actively
Administrative, legislative and judicatory departments supported and pro-

moted cach other. Residents in Macao, from different ethnic groups and

different places, are Tostering the new Macao ts .. Gireat changes are
taking place in Macao.

From the album, it can he found:

Macao remains unchanged, and Macao i also changing sreatly,

Not te change is Tor the good of Macao, while changing it is 10 make it
better.

Un-changes are the bases of changes, and char are extension of un-

changes.

The new image of Macao, is the new of both having the old trunk and while
outgrowing the new branches: is the new of hath insisting on “One Coun-
try™ and while admitting “Two Systems™ 15 the new ol hoth inheriting the
tradition and while breaking o new path for the future.

The album has proven that the Macao people have the ability to make it
better.

Album published in the future will further prove eloguently that under the
policies of “One Country, Two Systems”, “Macao people administering
Macan™, a high degree of autonomy, Macao will be more beautiful and
splendid.

Therefore, wrote the preface for it

Bai Zhijian

Macao, August 2004
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For nearly 100 vears Trom 1910 10 present, the total arca of Macao was
inereased by more than 14 times. All newly added Laind areas formed through
sea reclamation. Tl the end of 2003, wtal land area of Macao had reached
273 ke, which was only T km? at the beginning of last century (19100

sia Pretain Macao

The existing Toi San, Fai Chi Kei, Hipodromao and A
Peninsula, and lands around Green Land Hill, all formed through filling the
sea, Moreover, Guia Hill, cast of Avenida da Praia Grande as well as lands
along both sides of inner harbor formed by the same way as well, And rece
lamation area of Taipa Island greatly exceeds its vriginal area. According
the Latest data released by the Macao SAR. the region has a wtal population
of 450,000, and the average population density s more than 16,000 per-
sons/km’, making Macao one of the cities with highest population density
in the world.

Since the founding of Macao SAR Government, it compiled a totally new

city-planning hlueprint in line with development orientation as well as func-

tons and characteristics of varous districts,
1

fa

ning at improving people’s

ng quality, perfecting investment environment and enriching tourism

ilities. Over the past five years, the government has increased invest-

ment continuously and launched plenty of large-sized public projects, such
as reconstruction and renovation of old districts, improvement of traflic

facilities, beautification of city landscapes. increasing of public recreation

places and facilities, building of 2003 East Asian Gymnasium, ete.
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100-year reclamation makes new Macao













