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PREFACE

This book is the second part of my English
Conversation: Principles and Practice, with the
phonetic transcriptions and Chinese translations
omitted. I{ may be called a school edition of the
larger book, in which much of the material teachers
of English, especially those whose mother tongue
is English, would no doubt find vnnecessary.

All the dialogues have been written by myself.
I wish to thank Mrs G. I. Fletcher for reading
them over. However, I am responsikle for any
fault that may have crept in.

Hertz C. K. K2
July, 1937
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EXERCISES IN ENGLISH
CONVERSATION

Exercise One

About Speaking English

Cninese. You’ve more than once said' that I
write correct English. But I'm afraid® that I
cannot even speak English half so well as 1
write it.

ExcrLisaman. No, not so well®. But you can make
vourself understood*. If you don’t speak Eng-
lish fluently, it’s because you haven’t had much
practice.

Cuinese. I should think so®. T hope my pronuncia-
tion is fairly good®.

ExcLisuMaN. 1It’s very good. 1 often” meet Chi-
nese whose pronunciation is so bad that® I
simply don’t® understand what they say. Only
the other day' a well-dressed young Chinese
talked to me. He really spoke English, but I
thought he was speaking German and told
him a< much. Nor did ke understand me'®.
He wrote down these words: ““Youn didi’t
scew 1o understand me when I spoke English.
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I'm only sorry that!® I don’t understand you,
since you speak French or Spanish'.”’

Cainest. Whal an amusing story!® I’'m glad
that my English isn’t German to you, nor is
your English French or Spanish to me. But
still T often don’t understand what Englishmen
say. I find it especially hard to understand
when I listen to some Englishmen talking
among themselves,

Excrisuman. Well’®, I think I know where the
shoe pinches!”. You know'®, connected speech
isn’t so simple as you may think. We don’t
speak as if we were' saying single words.

Cuinese. Oh, that’s it?. I learnt about it some
time ago from a little book called English Con-

versation: Principles and Practice®.
9

Excrisaman. Is it a new book? 1 wonder if*? it
contains exercises with phonetic transeription?,

Crinese. Yes, there are many*. Do you think it
advisable®® to read them aloud for practice?

Excriseman. Yes, it is. As your pronunciation
of single words is very good, I hope careful
reading with phonetic transecriptions will help
you a greal deal®,
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Exercise Two
On the Telephone

Laby sEcrerary,! Hullo, this is Mr A. M. Porter’s
office.

Cuinese. Hullo, is Mr Porter in?? This is W. H.
Yang speaking?®.

Lapy secretary. Mr Porter hasn’t come yet, Shall
I take a message*?

Cuingse. Thank you, but I think I'll ring him up?®
later this morning.

Lapy secrerary. Well, Mr Peorter’s home phone®
number is 19564.

Cuixgse. Thank you.

Cuingese. Hullo, is Mr Porter at home?

SOMEONE AT THE OTHER END OF THE LINE. Mr
Porter? I’'m afraid you’ve got the wrong
number’. Ours® is 19565.

Crinese. So sorry, I've got the wrong number.
Cuixese. Hullo, is Mr Porfer at home?

SOMEONE AT THE OTHER END OF THRE LINE. Yes;

please hold the line® for a moment.
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Mr Porter. This is Porter speaking. Is Mr Yang
there 71°

Cuinesc. Yes; I've just called you up'* at your
office and have been told that you hadn’t yet
come. Your secrctary offered to take a mess-
age. But I thought I had better'? talk to you
personally.

Mz Porter. She told me by phone just now™
that you wanted to talk to me.

Cuinese. What about the matter you spoke of
last Sunday?” 1T think
Mr Porter. Oh, there are many difficalties in the

way's, 1 don’t think we can talk it over!” on
the phone. Besides, I can’t hear you clearly;

perhaps®® there’s something wrong with?® my
receiver. Can you call at my office between
two and three this afternoon?

Cunese.  Certainly. Goodbye.
Mz Porrer. Good-bye.

Exercise Three

About Newspapers and Magazines

CHixgse. What are you reading, Mr Scott?

ExcrLisaMaN. Punch!l. Ever heard of it1?
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Cuinese. Yes; I think I found it mentioned in a
Chinese® magazine, but I've never seen it. Is
it easy to read?

Excuisuman. Hard to sayt. The language is
rather easy. But perhaps the wit and humour?
will prove too much for the average Chinese
student of English®,

Cminese. Is Punch a reecently established comic
periodical?

ExcuisavMan. It 4s a comic periodical, perhaps the
best known of its kind. But it isn’t a new one.
It was founded in 1841.

Cuoinese. What’s the most famous daily paper
published in England?

ExcrLisamaN. The Times’, 1 should say.

CHinese. I understand® that it has a weekly sup-
plement called The Times Literary Supple-
ment®, hasn’t it?

Ewcrisamax. Yes. This literary supplement
holds a very important position in English
literary circles'. It carries critical articles!),
hook reviews', correspondence on biblio-
graphical and other subjects®®, and a record of
current literary publications®,
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Crinese. Then it would scem®™ to be unsuitable
for the general reader. Can you recommend
me some KEnglish periodicals of a more
““gencral’’ nature?

ExcLisaman. Let me see!®. Chambers’s Journall,
a monthly, and Answers®, a weekly. I take®
both, and should®* be glad to lend you some
coples.

Crinese. Thank you very much. Do you read
any Knglish newspaper published here in
Shanghai?

Excuisauman.  Yes, The North-China Daily News™
and The China Press*. By the way®, don’t
you know why The North-China Daily News
18 so called? Of course one wouldn’t?* call
Shanghai North China.

Cuinese. | don’t know. I wonder® I never thonght
of this point. Now?® you mention it, I should
like* to know the reason.

Excrisaman. They say®® that the paper was so
named because the Englishmen in Hongkong®
thought Shanghai was® in North China.
Surely Shanghai lies far to the north of
Hongkong™,
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Exercise Four

‘An Interview with the Prospective Employer

CHintse. Can' I see the manager?
Crerx.? Your card, please.
Cuinese. Sorry, but I haven’t brougnt my card

with me, but here is his letter to me. My name
is Harold L. Liang.

CLerx. Wait a minute’, please.

CuiNese. All right.

Crerk. Please go upstairs, sir.

Cuinese. Thank you.

Manager. Come in. Good morning.

Cuinese. (Good morning, sir.

Manacer. Take a seat, please. I was favourably
impressed with* your application, but T thought
I must see you before I could make a decision.
I’ve had over® a hundred applications, and have
written to® five applicants for a personal in-

terview. You say you can handle English
correspondence 7

Camvese. Yes, sir. I did this work for two years
for Mr B. K. Tan, an eminent Chinese lawyer
as I said in my letter.
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Mavacer. I see’. Do you smoke?

CHINESE. NO, sir.

Manacer. You’re punctual?

Cumness. Yes, sir,

Manacer. Well, if T employ you, I'll pay you
ninety-five dollars a month at the start’. You
can accept the terms®?

Cuivese. Yes, sir.
Maxacer. All right. T’ll let you know' in a day
or two'?, if I decide to employ vou.

Caixngse. Thank vou. Good morning.

Exercise Five

About Health and Illness

Cuinese Lapy. Good evening, Mrs Baker.

Excrisg vapy. Good evening, Miss Chow. I hear
that Miss Wei is in hospital’. Do vou know
what’s the matter with? her? ‘

Cuinese rapy. Nothing to speak of’, only a slight
cold. I’ve just called on her?, and found her
in good spirits®,

Excrisg 1apy. Delighted® to hear it. I hope a
day or two in bed® will put her right again®



[ 91

CuinrsE rapy. Certainly. But what do you think
she said in a note to me this afternoon? She

thought she had got T.B.* and might not be
able to live another week.

Excrise vapy. Did she'®? What a nervous lady!
Even if she had really got T.B., she could not
possibly" die within a week.

CHINESE LaDY. It’s a pity that many so-called
educated people, both men and women, are
always finding!*> themselves suffering from
something or other.”® Some time ago a young
man of my acquaintance insisted on being
operated upon'* simply because he felt a pain
in his left side. '

ExcLise napy. But that’s nothing to'®* the story
I’ve heard from a friend. A young lady com-
mitted suicide as soon as!® she caught a fever.
She left a letter saying that she had made up
her mind?” to kill herself so as to'® avoid any
possible consequences®®. As if things worse
than death could happen to a person in a
fever!?®

Cuinese vapy. That’s simply absurd. For my
part®, I take good care of** my health, but am
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not in the habit of secing doctors and taking
medicines.

Ev~crLisHE 1apYy. Nor am I®. 1 quite agree with an
actor who used to ** say, ‘““We don’t get sick,
because we can’t afford that luxury’’.?

CaiNese vapy. That’s a wise saying. Let's*® keep
it in mind?.

Excguise vapy. And do mention?® it when you see
Miss Wei again,

Exercise Six
Asking the Time and the Way

Crainese. Could' you tell me the time, Mr Johnson?

ExcuisaMan, One-twenty’—well, I'm wrong. My
watch has run down®. What time is it by your
wateh, Mrs Smith?*

Excrise vapy. Half past two, but I’m afraid my
watch is a little slow. I suppose it’s two-forty
or thereabouts®,

Crirese. Thank you very much, Mrs Smith. - I
have an appointment® for half past three, and
I think I must be going. Good-bye.

Ceinese. Excuse me. I. Willow Lane in this
neighbourhood?



