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Abstract

Han natienality came into being in the central plains in the dynasties of Qin and
Han and then, over one thousand years due to wars and historic changes, tens of thou-
sands of Han people kept moving south. During the migration, the civilization brought by
the migrants from the central plains was immerged with the native BaiYue civilization in
Southeast and a unique civilization, known as Southeast civilization, was formed. Later,
five primary clans of Han nationality in the Southeast gradually emerged and among the
five clans, XiangGan clan was the earliest one with the most complicated migration pat-
tern and the longest history.

From the view of the dialect clan, this paper is a study on the architecture of
XiangGan clan’s local dwelling, and covering the regional lives, it analyzes the process
of migration, emergence of the clan and the cultural background of the region. In addit-
ion, the paper studies the inhabitation patterns of XiangGan clan and the interactive rela-
tion between XiangGan regional society, the patriarchal clan organization and the clan
inhabitation. With the reference to the diversified styles of the architecture of the local
dwelling in the neighboring regions, the paper tries to shed some light upon the process
and emergence of the architecture of XiangGan clan’s local dwelling.

As an embodiment of the clan and regional civilization, the local dwelling shows
the shared mentality of the people of the very clan and the region with rich historic infor-
mation about the region. Influenced by various complicated factors during its develop-
ment process, the local dwelling is an important material embodiment of the interactive
relation between man, regional environment and social environment. Employing the re-
search methodology to combine the related humanity social sciences, such as history, ge-
ography, sociology and anthropology with architecture, the paper tries to set up the re-
search framework of XiangGan clan’s local dwelling.

Taking on a feature of multiplicity and being a tremendously complicated system,
the architecture culture of XiangGan clan’s local dwelling is influenced not only by the
regional environment within the area and the migration division, but also by the styles of
the local dwelling in its peripheral areas. All in all, it is influenced by three factors of
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history, clans, and regions, leading to the characteristics of XiangGan clan’s local
dwelling. Moreover, using the synthetic analytical method of history, clans and regions
and with a combination of diachronic and synchronic research methods in history studies,
the paper studies the modes and characteristics of XiangGan clan’s local dwelling.

Covering a large area, XiangGan clan’s regional features and migration complicity
have contributed to the commonness and personality shared by the local dwellings in var-
ied areas of XiangGan clan. The paper classifies the XiangGan clan’s local dwelling into
four primary categories—— “one bright two dark”,  “three surrounded dooryard”,
“four surrounded dooryard” and “atriom” and then studies their various modes and evo-
lution from the perspective of history, clans and regions, arguing that the commonness of
XiangGan clan’s local dwelling lies in orderliness, geomancy and patriarchal clan sys-
tem, all of which can be traced not only in the architecture of XiangGan clan’s local
dwelling, but in the culture customs. Within the commonness, XiangGan clan’s local
dwelling embodies the stylistics of each region. In addition, the paper has a systematic
research into the building environment of XiangGan clan’s local dwelling, its spatial
characteristics and decorating craftsmanship with a summary and analysis of the achieve-
ments of its craftsmanship.

In conclusion, the paper summarizes the typical traditional characteristics of Xiang-
Gan clan’s local dwelling and each regional styles, arguing that a thorough knowledge of
the local dwelling tradition is a basis for protection of the local dwellings, as well as for
inheritance, innovation and development of the local dwelling architectural culture under
the modem living conditions. It puts forward the development strategies and measures
with regional characteristics.

Key Words: XiangGan clan, Architecture of local dwelling, Dwelling mode, and

Form
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