


PREFACE

A SERIAL BOOK OF FAMOUS MODERN CHINESE ART DESIGNERS

The 21st century is the age of art design. This prediction is already becoming true. Indeed, art design is becoming an in-
tegral part of our lives. Environmental art, fashion, books, commercial and other kinds of industrial products are all bas-
ed on a design ethos. In other words, a society without the blessing of this design ethos is not a modern society. The co-
re of art design is the ethos, but its essence is human nature aiming at letting humans lead a harmonious existence. In
this sense, the creative work of an art designer goes beyond his profession. It is not only his work as a decision maker, b-
ut the fruits of his labors also affect our thoughts, imagination, life taste and value evaluation to some extent. This is the
reason why we edit this series with the art designer as the main subject .

The reason why there have been famous designers in China lies in the efforts of generations of designers and the main-
tenance of traditions. Shortly after the founding of People's Republic of China, some artists and industrial artists with'gre-
ot accomplishments in design formed the first generation of designers. Their great achievements in designing became
the basis of Chinese art design. Since then, the students they taught and designers studying abroad have joined toget-
her and formed the main force of Chinese designers. Today, art design is a major subject of art education, being activ-
ely involved in the country's economic construction and ideological life. After the Opening and Reforms, designers of
the first generation were preeminent. They had finished their study in Europe, America or Japan and brought home ad-
vanced design ideasand techniques. Others, who graduated from domestic colleges, had unique insights into local ¢-
ufture and design value. The booming market economy brought them greater freedom and better opportunities. Thus,
a series of new artistic design characteristics emerged which include a workshop system with international characterist-
ics, an abundance of stimulating material of inf ormation and images, a whole new design thought and value evaluat-
ion, diversification in style and personality, multiform expression and skill and admirable high craftwork and high techn-
ology. It is the best of times for furniture design. After ten years of growth, some of them have become outstanding influ-
ential designers. This series aims at displaying their famous works and achievements in recent years. With this as its bas-
ic premise, it will further investigate the overall achievements of Chinese artistic design and evaluate its position and v-
alue in the present economic and spiritual climate. In this series, the criteria for choosing designers are simple to defin-
e. Allthose selected should be amongst the best in the county.

Whatis the best? In our opinion, first, it refers to those who have a first-class academic level, distinctive design style, u-
nique art design ideas and the humanistic meaning reflected in the work. Secondly, it refers to those whose work has h-
ad a great effect on the economic life. In market socialism, real, successful art design works can't come into being wit-
hout a market, Thirdly, it refers to the designer's influence in society and industry. All the selected designers are academ-
ic leaders in various fields of design. Their academic level basically reflects the highest academic level in their specialty.
Another value of this series is that it is highly documentary. Each designer's steps towards success are recorded in the b-
ooks in detail. It includes their design concept, style of their work, work's conception and completion, work experience
In designi-ng, evaluation on present state of designing. design language and use of craftwork and technology. Readers
can get to know the inner world and design intellect of these designers. This series may become a valuable art design t-
ext for the future. In this new century, Chinese art designers will face new challenges. The art designer's task is to create
amodern Chinese concept based on the absorption of advanced modern design achievements of the West, and the-
inheritance and development of the Chinese design tradition and eff-ectively make use of local culture, We believe t-

he Chinese art design conceptis sure to stand out in the world of art design given the designer's best efforts,

Chief editor

Huang Jian  Art College of Tsinghua University professor
Zhang Xiaolin_ China Art Academe president professor
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PREFACE

Art designers are always chasing a kind
of art taste that can't be expressed in
words. It is a manner that is not deter-
mined by size, color, shape and thick-
ness, but by space, material, texture
and form. Ifs meaning can be trans-
ferred by sway but not by words. When
itis perceived by humans, humans are
always shocked and moved by the
unique quality of the design. It is a result
of people's perception of the design
taste reflected in the man made objects.
That's what Zhu Xiaojie says as a result
of dialogue between soul and objects,
I believe it,

Xiaojie is an enfrepreneur full of energy.
Communicating with him, you can feel
the foughness and creative ideas in his
mind. He is a designer, rather than an
entrepreneur.

As a designer, he makes full use of his
imagination. | perceive that Zhu has q
special feeling and passion for the
beauty of texture. If a designer has no
such feeling for the material, how can
his works touch others. It is ZIGNANA that
gives inspiration to Zhu, which makes his
works full of worker's passion. This king of
sense is much more than appreciating
furniture design.Today, the furniture
industry is prosperous in number, Many
designers just make up decoration to
follow the fashion of high class and
luxury. Zhu's products, however, can be
seen as art works that bring us
unexpected pleasure, memory and

wonder,

Wang Mingzhi,  vice president of China Arts Association
president of Art College of Tsinghua University
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PREFACE

With the rapid development of the Chinese furniture industry, more and more excellent designers
have appeared with rich experience and great successes. Zhu Xiaagjie is fypical of these designers.
He constantly creates new works of furniture design such as wind serial, thickheaded chair, chair
sculpture affer Opal system furniture. His furniture attracts people's attention and customer's favor.
People in this industry, both domestic and abroad have spoken highly of his work, which has brought
him some fame.

The reason why Zhu's work is so popular is that it exhibits creativity, the soul of design. His works not
only have traditional furniture qualities, but also match people's life demands with emphasis on
new materials and technigues. Secondly, it is modernistic, With simplicity, character and fashion,
his furniture meets people's demands for practicability. Visual effects with modern and traditional
Chinese stylings are created by artistic combination of materials like glass, metal, and wood. Thirdly,
his works are beautfiful in appearance. Various formative elements are applied appropriately to
present beoutiful forms. Each work whether it is a chair, desk or cupboard shows harmony in
proportion with the proper combination of line and curve. With such detailed design, his furniture is
in harmony with the environment. His application of zingana in the field of furniture designis an
example. Through well-chosen sections, beautiful fexture, and bright color are presented in the
zingana-made furniture, creating a beauty of material. Using a fraditional fenon as an art element
in his furniture design, Zhu puts emphasis on detail. He seeks the best results through hard work.,
Finally, itis good in respect to craftsmanship. Most parts of his furniture can be produced effectively
in modern processing facilities and with new technology; combining modern technology with
traditional craftwork.,

Zhu loves life and pours his love into the design and creation of furniture. Believing in to learn more
and to go further, he never stops studying and devotedly explores the field of furniture design and
creation. More and more creative furniture is being produced. His works succeed in bringing
beautiful life fo people and satisfying their demand for such beauty. In achieving his dream, Zhu
Xiaojie endured hardships. He gets pleasure that others can't obtain through creating new types of
furniture. Having been an odd-job man, carpenter, accountant and interior designer, Zhu Xiaojie
has endured many hardships that have finally brought him work skills, and have given him an iron
will. In addition to techniques, he puts emphasis on the perception of Daoism and the exploration
of the demiurgic essence. Applying theory to the practice of furniture design. That is why he is
successful. This book Furniture Design is written by Zhu Xiaojie with his heart, not his hand. The book
not only Introduces his early furniture design works, but also details his ideas on fumiture design. It
points out that fumniture should be practical and make life better. New materials and craftwork
should be developed to present the beauty of the material. Furniture design is a systematic work.
Every factor, such as function, shape, material, construction, cost, craftwork and environmentail
protection shouid be taken into consideration.

This book is rich in knowledge and the format is well designed. The writing style is active and

enlightening.

Prof. Zhang Binyuan of Nanjing Forest Institute,
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