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Folktales from around the World
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Every culture has special stories that get
passed down from one generation to another.
Sometimes these stories teach a lesson, but other times they
are told just for fun. In Folktales from around the World, we hope
that you will enjoy these stories, and learn something about
foreign cultures. And, while doing so, improve your reading
abilities in English!

Each story is followed by a series of questions designed to
test how well you followed the story and remembered it. Though
stories are, by nature, brief, each one is sfill long enough to
provide a challenge: Can you concentrate on thinking in English
for an extended length of time? Hopefully by
the end of this book you will be able to! _4
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The Sky Is Falling

© When the world was young, only a handful of
animals existed. There were only a few: the lion,
the elephant, the monkey, the giraffe, the mouse,
the snake, and the dragon. All of the animals looked
almost the same in appearance. They were all of
similar height and weight. The only animal that
was a bit larger than the rest was the dragon.

® One day, as the animals were sitting next to a
lake, the dragon quickly approached them. The
dragon looked very nervous. Some would say that
he even looked scared.
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n: The Sky Is Falling

® “What is the matter?” asked the lion, “Why
are you running? You seem to be worried. We have
never seen you with such a look on your face. ”

@ “The sky is falling! The sky is falling! ”shouted
the dragon.

® “ Nonsense,” said the elephant, “The sky is
not falling. Look up at the sky now. It is still in the
same place it has always been. ”

® “No, no, no, ” stammered the dragon, “The sky
will fall. It will fall soon! ”

@ “Where did you hear such a thing?” asked the
monkey, “I must agree with the elephant. The sky
looks fine to me
as well. ”
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Q.} The Sky Is Falling

® “Last night | read the stars, ” said the dragon,
“The stars told me that the sky would fall today. ”

© This sent a murmur through the group of ani-
mals. The idea of the sky falling was crazy. Yet all
of the animals regarded the dragon as being very

wise. He was one of the first animals that came
into being.

® “Maybe the dragon is right, ” said the snake,
“He has read the stars before and his predictions
have been proven right on many occasions. ”

® “And if the sky should fall, then the world may
end,” said the giraffe, “I certainly don’t want to be
around if the world should end. ”
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® It only took a few minutes of worrisome con-
versation to send the animals into a panic. They
exchanged ideas and tried to quickly come up with
a suitable plan.
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nﬁ The Sky Is Falling

® “We could hide in the caves,” suggested the
snake, “We could be safe there.”

® “That would do no good,” said the mouse,
“The sky is very heavy and we would all be crushed
if we were to hide inside the caves. ”

@® “Could we hide on top of the mountains?”
asked the giraffe.

® “That would be worse, ” said the monkey, “We
would be even closer to the sky. It would fall on our

heads firstt The mountains are no place to be at a
time like this. ”

® “What shall we do?” asked the worried ele-
phant, “If we don’'t come up with a plan soon, we
could all die! 1 surely do not want to die. ”

@ “I have an idea,” said the dragon, “We can

ride on my back. | can fly high in the sky and when
it falls we will be safe. ”



