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Preface

The XVII* International Congress of Penal Law, which is a global
grand forum in the community of international criminal law, was held
in Beijing from September 12~19, 2004. Near 1000 participants from
68 countries and regions attended the congress and made comprehen-
sive exchanges and studies on the topic “Challenges of crime in the era
of globalization”. A series of important resolutions have been
reached. This is one of the most important congresses in the history
of International Association of Penal Law (AIDP) because of its high
level, large scale, far-ranging topics and multitudinous participants.

The XVII* International Congress of Penal Law was sponsored by
AIDP and China Law Society (CLS) and was organized by China Na-
tional Group of AIDP. The success of this congress is a model of
long-term friendly cooperation between Chinese legal community and
AIDP as well as a jumping-off point of the deepening reform facing
the world and future.

As a non-governmental academic organization with consultative
status near the United Nations, AIDP has the longest history and
most extensive influence in the field of international criminal jurispru-
dence. AIDP has participated many times in drafting important docu-
ments of the seminars on Crime Prevention and Control as well as on
the treatment of criminals. The members of AIDP are professors, ex-
perts, lawyers and senior judicial officers from around the world.
AIDP rallies more than 3000 members from 99 countries and 47 na-
tional groups. According to the statute of AIDP, each country can

have only one collective member as the national group.



Preface 5

We have long-term collaboration with AIDP. As early as in 1984,
deputies were sent by Chinese Ministry of Justice to attend the XIII*
International Congress of Penal Law held in Cairo, Egypt. In 1987, 1
was invited to attend the symposium on death penalty held by AIDP
in Siracusa, Italy. During the symposium, I discussed with the leader
of AIDP on the foundation of China National Group, which was em-
barked upon immediately after I came back to China. On April 7,
1988, with the ratification of China Council of State Affaires and the
assistance of China Law Society, China National Group of AIDP was
founded.

China National Group of AIDP offers a basis for the communica-
tion between Chinese legal community and AIDP, thus making the
cooperation between the two sides closer and more effective, The
number of our members has steadily increased to around 100, We
have sent delegations or deputies to attend the XIV®*, XV* and XVI*
International Congress of Penal Law and each preparatory colloqui-
um. As a member of AIDP, We also observe the statute of AIDP
strictly and implement the obligation positively. During the furthe-
ring cooperation with AIDP, the idea came to us that an international
congress of penal law be held in China and our colleagues from around
the world be congregated in Beijing. This idea was soon approved be
China Law Society and ratified by relative departments of Chinese
government. Later we submitted our application to AIDP in the
meeting of Board Directors held in Paris in 1998 and General Assem-
bly held in Hungary’s capital Budapest in 1999. In June 2000, the
meeting of Board Directors and Executive Committee held in Paris
made the decision that the XVII* International Congress of Penal Law
be held in Beijing. At the same time, the topic of the Congress and
that of each preparatory colloquium were fixed.

The arrangement of this Congress got strong support from AIDP
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and relative departments of Chinese government. The organizing
committee was soon founded by China Law Society, and Mr. Han
Zhubin, the president of which, assumed the office of chairman. The
preparatory work was embarked upon, President Cherif Bassiouni and
General Secretary Helmut EPP accepted the invitation and visited
China to give counsel to the preparatory work. Each branch of China
Law Society devoted to arranging the Congress, Criminal Law Re-
search Committee of China Law Society, Procedural Law Research
Committee, Criminology Research Committee, All China Bar Associ-
ation and the Research Center of Criminal Jurisprudence of Renmin
University of China (RCCJRUC) also contributed positively to the
preparatory work.

The Congress was an exceptionally grand occasion. Wu Bangguo,
President of the Standing Committee of National People’s Congress
presented himself and released congratulations. Near 500 participants
from around the world and more than 500 colleagues from China made
deep discussions on the topics for the four working groups and two
round table topics during the seven day Congress. Resolutions were
passed in the end. During the Congress, in order to let the deputies
have a better understanding of the great achievement of legal con-
struction since China’s reform and opening-up, they were invited to
visit courts, jails and procurator’s office. They also visited the For-
bidden City, the Great Wall and the Imperial Palace. After the Con-
gress, some of them went sightseeing in such places of interest as Ti-
bet, Xi’an and felt the history and modern days of this ancient civili-
zation. “Enhancing comprehension, promoting understanding; enric-
hing content, perfecting mechanisms; extending exchanges,
strengthening cooperation; mutual respect, seeking common points
while reserving difference”, the object put forward by Han Zhubin,
president of CLS was fully realized.



Preface 7

This was the first time that the Congress was held in Asia since
the foundation of AIDP more than 100 years ago. This is also a con-
gress held in a developing country. In order to conserve the effect of
this Congress henceforth and to promote communications and exchan-
ges between Chinese criminal law community and colleagues from
other countries, China Law Society entrust the edit and publication of
the proceedings of this Congress to Chinese National Group of AIDP
and RCCJRUC. As a symbol of the opening-up of Chinese legal com-
munity and long-term cooperation with AIDP, the significance of this
compilation goes far beyond the Congress and the compilation itself.

Prof. Gao Mingxuan

Vice Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the XVII*
International Congress of Penal Law

Vice President of International Association of Penal Law (AIDP)
President of China National Group of International

Association of Penal Law (AIDP)

Full-time Consultant of the Research Center of Criminal Jurisprudence
of Renmin University of China
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Beijing
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