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On an evening at the end of May,a middle
—-aged man was walking home from Shaston to
the village of Marlott in the Vale of Blackmoor.
His'legs were so weak that he could not walk in
a straight line. Sometimes he nodded his head,
though he was not thinking of anything particu-
lar". He was holding an empty egg - basket on
his arm,and his hat had been worn - out?. After
.a while,he met an old parson® who was riding a
grey horse.

“Good night,” said the man with the basket.

“Good night, Sir John,” said the parson.

The man, after another step or two, stopped

and turned around.
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“Sir,beg your pardon. We met last market —
day on this road at about the same time. | said
‘Good night’, and you answered ‘ Good
night’ ,Sir John' as you said just now. ”

“1 did,” said the parson.

“And once again before that about one
month ago. ”

“l may have.”

“Then what's your meaning by calling me
*Sir John’ ,when I'm only John Durbeyfield. ”

The parson came nearer, hesitated for a mo-
ment,and said, “Because I've found out some
historical facts some time ago. I'm Parson Tring-
ham, the historian. Don't you know that you come
from an old and noble family of the d’Urbervilles?

The family derived from' Sir Pagan d'Urberville,

EFALE AN B

who came from Normandy ° to England with Wil-

liam the Conqueror in 1066. ” )
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“I've never heard about it before,sir. ”

“Well,it's true. Let me see your face. Yes,
thats the d'Urbervile nose and chin'.
D'Urbervilles have been very rich and owned a
lot of land. They've been well - known by others,
and served their King for hundreds of years.
There have been many Sir Johns,and you would
have been Sir John. ”

The man was surprised, and asked, *“ How
long have you known this,Parson Tringham?”

“Nobody knows about it at all until last
spring | began to investigate® the d'Urberville
family and discovered it by chance’. And | no-
ticed your name in the village. ”

“Well,! have heard once or twice. I've got a

silver spoon and an old seal at home,” said the
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man. “So where do we d'Urbervilles live?”
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“You don't live anywhere. You have disap-
peared as a noble family. ”

“That's bad. Then where have we been bur-
ied?”

“In the churchyard” at Kingsbere - sub -
Greenhill. ”

“And where are our family lands?”

“You haven't any. "

“0Oh? Then what can | do about it, sir?”
John Durbeyfield asked.

“Nothing. It is a historical fact. Nothing
more. Good night. ”

“But would you like to come and have some
beer with me,Parson Tringham?”

“No, thank you, not this evening, Durbey-
field. You've had enough already.” The parson

rode away, and regretted that he had told

Durbeyfield his findings. .
Durseyfield walked forward, and then sat ;
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down with his basket beside him. After a while a
i

boy appeared. On seeing him, Durbeyfield held

up his hand,and the boy came near.
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