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PREFACE

Hello, friends, the West Lake, like a beautiful orien-
tal girl, is glad to meet you, happy to see you in China af-
ter a long and most probably tiresome journey flying over
the mountains and the sea. As everybody in China knows
“In heaven there is paradise; on earth there are Suzhou
and Hangzhou.”The West Lake is a holiday paradise in
the eyes of the Chinese people, the pride of the oriental
civilization.

For hundreds of years, a great number of people,
both Chinese and foreign, have been intoxicated by the
beauty of the lake and the hills around, from which they
found it hard to tear themselves away. Even when they
left Hangzhou the West Lake would keep coming back to

their mind persistently. Tender feelings can never be for-
gotten.

How is it that the lake is so powerfully enchanting?
The answer is not difficult to get. The West Lake is bless-
ed with great natural beauty and rich in cultural heritage
with plenty of historic sites.

The West Lake is 5.6 square kilometers in area,
bounded by hills on three sides and easily accessible, as it
is close to the city. The gentle stretch of water, crystal and
unsubstantial, flows leisurely,appearing and disappearing,
round the islands and rolling hills. The three small
islands—Lesser Yingzhou Isle, Mid—Lake Pavilion, and
Ruan Yuan’s Mound are three pieces of jade, exquisitely
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set upon the mirror of the lake, while the Su Causeway

and Bai Causeway are like two colourful silk ribbons
floating on the surface of water. The hills overshadow the
lake, and the lake reflects the hills.They are in perfect
harmony, and more beautiful than a picture.

Not only is the scenery of the West Lake beautiful,
but the historic sites are significant. Hangzhou, the
lake—side city, was, as early as the Tang Dynasty, reputed
to be “a great city in the southeast.”The Wuyue kingdom
of the Five Dynasties made Hangzhou the capital and
again the city served as the nation’s capital in the South-
ern Song Dynasty; the imperial court built its Forbidden
City —a specific area for the royal court —at the foot of

the Phoenix Hill. Therefore Hangzhou has been a meeting
place for great minds of the nation for centuries, and has
produced a brilliant culture characteristic of the Chinese
nation. The people of Hangzhou have always been proud
of their city and lake, constructing temples and pagodas,
building gardens and pavilions, making statues, sculptures
and stone carvings. Their conscientious efforts have made
the West Lake world—famous for its “Ten Views”. first
conceived by Ma Yuan and other painters of the South-
ern Song Imperial Art Academy. As time passes, the
world changes, and history is created and recreated. The
splendid palaces built at the foot of the Phoenix Hill are
nowhere to be seen today. However there remain the



ingeniously designed gardens and courtyards, pavilions

and pagodas, stone carvings and sculptures, and springs
as well. They are all enchantingly beautiful.

As a poet wrote:”Mountains and rivers also need the
support of great men .”The lakes and hills in the lake area
are associated with great national heroes. They are Yue
Fei in the Song Dynasty, Yu Qian, and Zhang Huangyan
in the Ming Dynasty, Xu Xilin and Qiu Jin this century.
They are all indomitable heroes, and laid down their lives
for the cause they fought for. They have been held in
great honour for centuries. The fact that they were buried
in the lake areca makes the West Lake a great deal more
famous. Visitors come to pay their respects to them and

leave there greatly encouraged by their glorious deeds.
The West Lake has long been known as “the lake of
poetry.”Indeed, since the Tang Dynasty, the lake has been
associated with poets. Bai Juyi, the Tang Dynasty poet,
and Su Dongpo, the Song Dynasty poet, served as gover-
nor of Hangzhou. They not only made important contri-
butions to the up—keep of the lake and the development
of the lake area, but also composed poems praising the
beauty of the lake. Their poems have been read and
reread, drawing hundreds and thousands of people to the
lake. Since then , almost all important literary figures
have been to the lake touring the scenic spots and historic
sites and have produced a lot of excellent works of art.



The West Lake is also an inexhaustible source of
folktales. In addition to the legends and fairy tales about
the hills, peaks, springs and caves, two of the “Four Great
Chinese Stories”are directly related to the lake, one is La-
dy White Snake, and the other is Liang Shanbo and Zhu
Yingtai. The West Lake, in a sense, is the combination of
the beautiful scenery and the rich cultural and historical
heritage. A poet wrote:”The colour of the hills and the
shade of light in the lake change as one walks along. It is
hardly possible to describe it in poetry, or to paint it in
picture.”

The scene in the lake area varies from season to sea-
son.It is splendid in the morning, breathtaking in the eve-
ning, fascinating in a rainy day, and gorgeous in a sunny
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day. The beauty of the West Lake can be perceived but
can not be expressed in words.

Of course, the West Lake has undergone changes in
the history of the country. Most of the pictures in the col-
lection were taken recently; but a few were photographed
in the 1920’s. The album also contains paintings illustrative
of the legends associated with the West Lake. They were
painted by famous painters. The pictures will give you
some idea of what the lake looked like in the past and
show you the new look it has taken on . We present them
to you and hope that they will help make your tour plea-
santer, and that you will have a wonderful time, and at
the end of your tour, say, Ok, the West Lake!”



Fw s E  [BHREE A FULL VIEW OF THE WEST LAKE



B B AL ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁuﬁmuﬁ%
B PEE ) m o R HLERE . S
e EM LY FeE R KB Mk

MU 7R B % 1 A, K E i E SR & B AE
SR H AT BB R, M REET HE
¢ B R R T - MR W Bk R BR 0 Bk

S BB W R E M R . AR
BE. I EEE K, T AR IR K KA
TR L. . SEE LR TBAY,
R, ERBREZE, ERWTE
G A BRBRMTE AT S B KD Ak B I B
BCRO V. E A S LS MR, R T
FEH CEDE s) ARSI, kR e
W T LLBM E A TG B Bk A K
%,%%E%ﬂﬁﬁJ“ﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁ%
SR - AR, (A SRR —
B FAMMAEEE, RHRAREMA
TEMIT AN, WICRE, P A R 88 5T
(g VT 1, 7 9 8 VD VAR v o L 48
BT AR 30 T B A, 50 i1 08 I Y S P 38
VG380 00 T . R, LRSI AR
BRSO MEBK, S M WA T AN - RE
O TS S B 45 o e () JEURE B BE 9
.




A Full View of the West Lake
This is the West Lake presenting itself to

you. "How beautiful it is 7, one may exclaim.
How is it that the lake is so beautiful. We'd like
to start with a folktale about “a pearl”.

A long, long time ago, the Jade Dragon
and Golden Phoenix in heaven happened to
find a piece of jade in the milk way. They pol-
ished and repolished it year in, year out. Finally
it became a pearl, and shone brilliantly.
Wherever the light of the pearl reached, the
trees turned green and flowers were in full
bloom. One day, the Celestial Empress heard of
the pearl and sent her troops to go for it. They
took it away by force. The Jade Dragon and
Golden Phoenix went, at once, to see the Em-
press asking for the return of the gem. The
Empress would not give in and they started
querrelling and struggling for it. As the Em-
press did not hold it tightly enough, the pearl

- fell to earth and immediately turned into the

West Lake. Seeing the falling of the pearl, the
Jade Dragon and Golden Phoenix followed up
and became Jade Emperor Hill and Phoenix

Hill, guardians of the lake. That’s why the local
people are fond of saying ,” The pearl of the

West Lake falls from heaven, and the ﬂyian
dragon and dancing phoenix come to Qiantang.”

It is a folktale but it tells that the charm of
the lake consists in the combination of the nat-
ural beauty and the creativeness of man. In an-
cient times the lake was a bay near the mouth
of the Qiantang River. Later, sediment gradual-
ly blocked the mouth of the bay separating the
bay from the river, and the bay bacame a lake.
The West Lake was thus formed. With the con-
stant efforts of the people of Hangzhou, who
have devoted themselves to the work on the
lake from generation to generation. it has now
become a pearl loved and admired by everyone
for the beauty it adds to the brilliance of China.



ST LAKE BEFORE THE FALL OF

THUNDER

PEAK PAGODA IN 1924
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