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Preface

This textbook was initially created as part of the China Mod-
el Advocacy Courthouse Project-a cooperative rule of law develop-
ment program between Renmin School of Law in Beijing, China
and Indiana University School of Law-Indianapolis in the United
States. The main purpose of the book is to acquaint Chinese legal
practitioners and law students with the fundamental elements of
the adversarial process and to help them develop the skills neces-
sary to function effectively in a more adversarial criminal court-
room environment,

In the book, I have tried my best to reduce what I have
learned in my years of trying criminal cases in the United States
and in teaching trial advocacy around the world, to a form that
can be easily understood and potentially used by Chinese legal
practitioners. My efforts in this regard have been fueled by my
strong belief that there are certain procedures which must be
available for use in the criminal trial process of any justice system
for that system to provide proper protection for the rights of the
accused and for that system to give its courts the best chance of
determining the truth of disputed events. These procedures must
include the opportunity for the parties to examine witnesses in
open court and the opportunity to fully present factual and legal
arguments to a judge or jury. Within this book, the reader will
find the basic rationales for establishing and maintaining such
procedures as well as explanations, illustrations and exercises
that will help judges and lawyers be better able to put the proce-
dures into practice.
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After having worked for some time with lawyers from around
China, it has become quite clear to me that China possesses an
immense pool of talented and committed advocates who, if armed
with the proper skills and given the opportunity to use them, will
play a major role in modernizing the Chinese criminal trial
process. It is my own humble wish that this textbook will play
some small part in this process.

Of course this book represents the efforts of a number of in-
dividuals beside myself. Professor Ding Xiangshun of Renmin U-
niversity School of Law was instrumental in the editing, transla-
ting and publishing of the book— without his hard work and pa-
tience it would never have been completed or published. Jin Yun-
feng, Project Assistant for the China Model Courthouse Project,
did a great deal of the initial translation from English to Chinese.
Finally, my wife, Michelle Der Ohanesian, provided me access to
her first class legal mind throughout the creation process; the
book and the author are much the better for it.
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