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Bay of Souls (2003 ) is Robert Stone’s latest novel.
Michael Ahearn, a professor of American literature at a
relatively obscure Midwest college, had an affair with his
colleague Lara, a sophisticated political scientist who claimed
to have no soul. In Michael there is a combination of human
fallibility and a great spirit of transcendence. He turned his
dangerous liaison with Lara into “the awful daring of a
moment’s surrender”(T.S. Eliot), on his part, to love and
something strangely bigger than himself. Out of a willingness
to sink into the darkness of life’s origin, Michael agreed to
accompany Lara to St. Trinity, the Caribbean island where
she grew up, to recover her lost soul. The island was then

in the midst of social turmoil. There Michael became



“an innocent American abroad”, embroiled in a smuggling
scheme. After haunting experiences of being possessed at a
Vodoun ritual, Michael returned to his college, shattered and
homeless.

In this great narrative Robert Stone doesn’t distract the
reader by abstruse questions about the reality of soul.
Politics, or the "U. S. Third World hype”, rather than a
Haitian religious folk cult provides the frame that defines
character and conflict in Bay of Souls. Prophtic of what has
been happening daily now since last year, this novel is a major

contribution to the literature of 2003.

Screening Commiittee of

The Annual Best Foreign Novels, 21st Century
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