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Abstract

Stoic is the most important and influential philosophical school
during the Hellenistic period. For more than four centuries, Stoicism
had brought a large number of cultural people in the Greece-Roman
world into an alliance. Stoic has exerted an influence on the every as-
pect of western culture from the Middle Ages to the modern times.
Since 1950s, a great deal of works on Stoic has been published abroad.
On the whole, however, the domestic research community is still quite
weak in the studies of the school, esp. in its forepart and metaphase.
With a few exceptions, we remains at the level of simple introduction,
among which there are many erroneous information and misleading la-
bels. In view of this, I chose the early Stoics as my subject of re-
search. The treatise intends to highlight the essential content of the
early Stoic philosophical thought, and make a relatively deep and ratio-
nal analysis and a comparably thorough and just comment of its philo-
sophical thinking by using the view of Marxist philosophy.

The introduction discusses the historical standing and impact of
Stoicism, the current situation of the studies of Stoic philosophy inside
and outside China, and the outline of Stoic philosophical system.

Chapter 1, the creation and spread of Stoicism. It mainly focus on
the following questions: the social and cultural setting under which
Stoicism was created; the study of Zeno in Athens and the process of

his founding Stoicism; the sources of Zeno’s philosophy and its reflec-
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tion of its time spirit; the general situation of incipient development
and spread of Stoicism; the sources of early Stoics; the three parts of
Stoic philosophy and their relations with each other.

Chapter 11, The early Stoic logic. It discusses early Stoic theory of
knowledge, grammatical and linguistic theory, as well as theory about
category, judgment, methods of inference and arguments. In this
chapter I mainly elaborate the early Stoic epistemology of materialist
empiricism and the idealist apriorism and rationalism involved in it;
and, its view of the voice and meaning of language, as well as the rela-
tions between word and subject; the feature and advantage of its theo-
ry on category relative to Aristotle’ <.

Chapter 111, The early Stoic philosophy of nature(physics). Be-
ginning with the conception of "nature” in the early stoicism and the
historical background of its natural philosophy, this chapter gives par-
ticular attention to demonstrating the basic orientation of the material-
ist monism of the early Stoics and the dualistic, idealistic elements pen-
etrated into the monism, its determinism and explanation for free will
and moral responsibility, its moral theory of world and explanation for
the existence of evil, its theory of human soul and explanation for the
relations between reason , impulse and passion. In this chapter I ad-
dress a series of questions, such as body, pneuma, elements, the exis-
tence of God, pantheism, cause and effect, fate, providence, the inner
and outer causes, free will, moral responsibility, the perfection of the
world, the existence of evil, the functions of soul, and the relations
between reason, impulse and passion.

Chapter IV, The early Stoic ethics. Nature creates and rules ev-
erything in the world, but it does not exclude the fact that there exists
something not according with the nature of part or individual. Nature

supplies reason to human beings, and makes human beings as moral



subjects who can choose their own action, do good, as well as make
bad. The human’s nature is a developmental process from its ”primary
impulse”, and its highest phase is to acquire wholesome reason and
complete the action going all the way with the universal Nature. Only
is virtue real good, only vice real evil, and all the other things are "in-
different”. Although indifferent things have no absolute values, they
have relative values. Choosing natural advantages and refusing natural
disadvantages rationally is the precondition of acquiring virtue, while
natural advantages and natural disadvantages provides materials to
achieve virtue and vice. The natural advantage itself, however, is not
real good, nor can iu bring happiness to us, and the happiness of life
lies only in virtue. Virtue, the integration of theory and practice, is
the will power to pursue moral action according to universal law and
world order after one obtained the correct cognition of them. It incor-
porates as wisdom, courage, justice and self-restraint, all of them is a
unitary whole. The sense perception of "natural advantage” is a step to
acquire virtue, on which human’s reason intuits ”"good” itself and at-
tains the knowledge which forms virtue. Only with this very knowl-
edge, one can fulfill his perfect duty, and can become a wise man.
There is a gap difficult to oversuep between a wise man and a fool, so
only very few exceptions can cross the gap! to be a wise man. We can
apply many criteria to measure wise men’s virtue, but the most impor-
tant one is that a wise man has no passion, but only good feelings. The
above is the main content of the early Stoic ethics. It is also the basic
key to Chapter IV. In the end of the chapter, I analyze the difficulties
in the early Stoic ethics and their source.

In the conclusion, I analyze the internal consistency between the
three parts of The early Stoic philosophy and some of their contradic-

tions.
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