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Rome had the Forum. London has Speaker’'s Corner. Now always-on-the-go
New Yorkers have Liz and Bill.

Liz and Bill, two college graduates in their early 20s, have spent a whole year
trying to have thousands of people talk to them in subway stations and on busy
street corners, Just talk,

Using a 2-foot-tall sign that says, “Talk to Me,” they attract conversational-
ists, who one evening included a mental patient, and men in business suits,

They don't collect money. They don't push religion (52 # ). So what's the
point?

“To see what happens,” said Liz. “We simply enjoy lile with open communica-
tion( 32 #fi). "

Shortly after the September 11,2001 attacks, they decided to walk from New
York City to Washington, a 270-mile trip, They found they loved talking to people
along the way and wanted to continue talking with strangers after their return,

“It started as a crazy idea,” Liz said. “We were so curious about all the stran-
gers walking by with their life stories. People will talk to us about anything. their
jobs, their clothes, their childhood experiences, anything. "

Denise wanted to talk about an exam she was about 1o take. She had swopped
by for the second time in two days. to let the two listeners know how it went,

Marcia had lost her husband to a serious disease. “That was very heavy on my

mind, "Marcia said. “To be able to talk about it to total strangers was very good,”
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she explained.

To celebrate a vear of talking, the two held a get-together in a city park for all
the people they had met over the past vear. A few hundred people showed up, as
well as some television cameramen and reporters,

They may plan more parties or try to atiract more people to join their informal
talks. Some publishers have expressed interest in a book, something they say
they'll consider,

o What did Liz and Bill start doing after September 20017

Y. Chatting with people. B Setting up street signs,

. Telling stories to strangers, [ Organizing a speaker's corner,

G How do they like the idea of writing a book?

AL They have decided to wait a year or two,

I They will think about it carefully.

. They agreed immediately,

[3. They find it hard to do that,
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. This ¢ ge mainly di

. Which of the following best summarizes this passage?
. What does this passage mainly deal with?

. What is the subject discussed in this passage?

. This passage mainly talks about

. What is mainly discussed in this passage?

This passage mainly focuses on
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};-,-ading to dogs is an unusual way to help children improve their liveracy skills¢if 5
fit 113, With their shining brown eyes. wagging tails, and unconditional love, dogs can
provide the nonjudgemental listeners needed for a beginning reader to gain confidence( [
{54 according to Intermountain Therapy AnimalsC(ITA Jin Salt Lake City. The group
says it is the first program in the country to use dogs to help develop literacy in children,
with the introduction of Reading Education Assistance Dog (REALD),

The Salt Lake City Public Library is sold on the idea, “Literacy specialists ad-
mit that children who read below the level of their fellow pupils are often afraid of
reading aloud in a group. often have lower self-respect, and regard reading as a
headache,™ said Lisa Myron. manager of the children's department.

Last November the two groups started " Dog Day Afternoon™ in the children’s
department of the main library. About 25 children attended each of the four Satur
day-aflternoon classes, reading for half an hour, Those who attended three of the
four classes received a “pawgraphed” book at the last class.

The program was so successful that the library plans o repeat it in April, ac-
cording to Dana Thumpowsky, public relations manager.

“49, What is mainly discussed in the text?
A, Children’s reading difficulties, B, Advantages of raising dogs.

(", Service in a public library. D. A special reading program.

PR AR k-G kT —AEHM
4 “Reading to dogs i improve their literacy
skills”, 7 #4 # 40 PR RE S 2 S SR S A
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The famous American gorillat & % #) expert Diane Fossey had a completely
new way 1o study gorillas—she pretended 1o be one of them. She copied their ac-
tions and way of life—eating plants and getting down on her hands and knees to
walk the way a gorilla does, It was a new relationship.

Diane Fossey was murdered in Rwanda in 1985 and her story was made into the
popular Tilm Gorillas in the Mise, Tt was a long way from King Kong, which is a
bout a gorilla as a monster {a frightening animal), and helped to show a new idea:
the real monster is man, while the gonlla 1s to be admired.

Today there are thought to be around 48,000 lowland gorillas and mayhe 400~
450 mountain gorillas in the wild, From the Congo in West Africa. to Rwanda and
Uganda further cast, they are endangered by hunting and by the cutting down of
their forest homes.,

Some time ago, | found in my letterbox a little magazine from the World Wide Fund
for Nature, It had two photos side by side. One was of a young gorilla, “This is a spe-
cies of mammal (MEFLAEE ) .7 said the words below it. “It is being destroyed by man.
We must save it for our own good. ™ The other photo showed a human baby. The words
also read, “This is a species of mammal,” but then went on; “It is the most destructive
(WESRPERT) on earth, We must retrain it for its own good, ”

56, The text mainly talks about

AL Diane Fossey B the gorillas in Rwanda
(", the protection of the gorillas 1. the film Gorillas in the Mist
RN K AR AR kT KA KD
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I, What is the best title for this passage?
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2. What would be the most suitable title for the text?

3. The hest title for this passage i

f':l one time, computers were expected largely to remove the need for paper
copies of documents(3L{§) because they could be stored electronically. But for all
the texts that are written, stored and sent clectranically, a lot of them are still end-
ing up on paper,

It is difficult to measure the quantity of paper used as a result of use of Internet
connected computers, althongh just about anyone who works in an office can tell
vou that when e-mail is introduced, the printers start working overtime. “I feel in
my bones this revolution is causing more trees to be cut down,” says Ted Smith of
the Earth Village Organization,

Perhaps the best sign of how computer and Internet use pushes up demand for
paper comes from the high-tech industry itself, which sees printing as one of its
most promising new markets, Several Internet companies have been set up to help
small businesses print quality documents from a computer. Earlier this week Hew-
lett-Packard Co. announced a plan to develop new technologies that will enable peo-
ple to prime even more so they can get a hard copy of a business document, a medi-
cal record or just a one-line e-mail, even if they are nowhere near a computer, As
the company sces ity the more use of the Internet the greater demand for printers.

Does all this mean environmental concarns (PR 8 (o] ) have been forgotten?
Some activists suggest people have been led to believe that a lot of dangers to the
environment have gone away. “I guess people believe that the problem is taken care
of. because of recyeling(EIMH A Y," said Kelly Quirke, director of the Rainforest
Action Network in San Francisco. Yet Quirke is hopeful that high-tech may also
prove helpful. He says printers print on both sides are growing in popularity. The
action group has also found acceptable paper made from materials other than wood,
such as agriculture waste,

75. What would be the best title for the text?
A, Computers and Printers,

I5. E-mail and the Business World.

(. Internet Revolution and Environment,

D. Modern Technology and New Markets,
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1. What does the underlined word refers to?

2. The underlined word * " refers to
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.SYDNEY;AS they sat sharing sweets beside a swimming pool in 1959, Shane

Gould and Jessicah Schipper were simply getting along well, chatting about sports,
life and “anything else that came up”.

Yet in Sydney next month, they will meet again by the pool, and for a short
time the friends will race against each other in the 50-meter butterfly (8 30 in the
Australian championships at Homebush Bay.

Gould, now a 47-year-old mother of four, has announced she will be making a

return to elite competition( T 2% $€ %) to swim the one event, having set a qualil-




