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Voice of America

August 15, 1994

Xu Weichu

Director, Foreign Langua?e Training Center
South China University of Technology
Guangzhou, China 510641

Dear Professor;

I recently received a copy of your textbook based on the VOA Special English
program “This is America”. | am sure your students will find it interesting and
quite helpful in their study of English. Thank you.

Enclosed is a list of Special English programs that are available for publication
at this time. | am sorry that | cannot send all of the programs you mentioned,
but | believe the programs on the list provide a good mix of subject matter.
The total listening time for all the cassettes is nine hours. This is more than
you requested; perhaps you can make several books from these materials.

Thank you again for your interest. | look forward to seeing a copy of your
next textbook when it is completed.

Cordially,

(hrials sty e

e
Ms. Christ'n(e Johnson
Chief, VOA Special English
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1. Goldman Environmental Prize

The Goldman Environmental Prize winners for this vear (1993) have been announced.
The prizes of sixty-thousand dollars are awarded to people who have taken action to help save
the Earth’s environment. The winners are from Russia, the United States, Colombia, Aus-
tralia, and Namibia.

Richard and Rhoda Goldman created the award in 1990. They say it is a way to honor en-
vironmental heroes. Winners are chosen from each of the six populated continents.v Mrs. .
Goldman announced the winners last month (April 1993) in San Francisco, California.

Two People from Namibia received the Goldman Environmental Prize. Garth Owen-
Smith and Margaret Jacobsohn found a way to protect rare elephants and black Wm 1lle-
gal hunters. Their program involved local trlbesmen “The local leaders appointed guards to
prevent hunters from killing the animals. Namxbla s Ministry of Conservation is planning to
extend the program throughout the country. ;

John Sinclair of Australia is another winner. For twenty years, Mr. Sinclair has led ef-
forts to protect Fraser Island. Fraser Island is the world’s largest sand island. It has the oldest
sand hills, known as dunes, in the world. And it has more than eight-hundred different kinds
of plants. IMr. Sinclair’s efforts succeeded in hal{ting operations to dig the sand and cut down
trees on the island. )

S-1 Zabelin of Russia is another winner. Mr. Zabelin was one of the first environmental
advisers in the Soviet Union.

Juan Mayr of Colombia was honored for fighting to protect the Sierra Nevada de (Santa)
Marta Mountain. Illegal drug growers and guerrilla groups were destroying the mountain.

Joan Tall of the United States also won the Goldman prize. Ms. Tall is a member of the
Lakota Indian lsibe of the state of South Dakota. She has led opp:%sition efforts against placing
poisonous waste products on Native American lands.

This VOA Environment Report was written by Shelley Gollust. This is Stan Busby.

I . New Words and Expressions
1. Goldman /'gouldmen/ (AN%) XS 4. announce /a'nauns/ v. B, K&
2. Environment Prize g% & 5. Russia /'rafo/ n. B H
3. winner /'wina/ n. HEH, BFE 6. populated /'popjuleitid/ a. A FAHEH



7.
8.

9.

10.
it.
12.
13.

14.

1.

3.

continent /'kontinont/ n. JW¥, KB 15. dune /djun/ n. ¥
"San Francisco /'seen fron'siskou/ (H14) 16. halt /hode/ 6. #Hijik

IHEIly (Z#&TH) 17. adviser /od'vaisa/ n. Jifi[g]
black rhino /'rainou/ n. BE4 18. the Soviet Union (HJ) FhEE
illegal hunter JEEAIIE A 19. drug grower B E
tribesman /'traibzmen/ n. ¥ B 20. guerrilla /gorile/ n. BFdFBA
appoint /a'point/ v. {Ef 21. Lakota Indian tribe SRl L ER%
Ministry of Conservation H AW IE{EY 22. opposition /opa'zifon/ n. X
i 23. poisonous /'poiznos/ a. FH HH]

Fraser Island (BRKFIE) HHEES 24. Native American Land £E 4

I . Listening Comprehension Exercises

First Listening: Listen to the passage from the very beginning to the end. After you

listen, write T if the statement is true, F il the statement is false.

(1) The winners of the Goldman Environmental Prize are from United Nations,
Columbus, Austria, and Hungary. ( ) o

(2) IHlegal hunters killed rare elephants and black rhinos in Namibia. ( ) )

(3) Namibia's Ministry of Conservation is planning to extend the program throughout the
world. () v

(4) Fraser Island is in Australia. It is the world’s largest sand island. ( )

(5) Juann Mayr of Colombia was destroying the Sierra Nevada de /Santa/ Marta
Mountain. ( )

(6) Ms. Tall is placing poisonous waste products on Native American Lands. ( )

. Second Listening: Read the following questions. Then, listen to the passage again. Pay

_attention to the details (or facts) and circle the correct answer to each question.

(1) How much was the Goldman Environmental Prize for the year of 19937
a. $60 000 b. $6000 c. $16 000
(2) Where did Mrs. Goldman announce the winners last month?
a. in California b. in San Francisco, California
c. in France
(3) How many people from Namibia received the Goldman Environmental Prize?
a. two b. one c. three

(4) For how many years has Mr. Sinclair led efforts to protect Fraser Island?

a. two years b. twelve years c. twenty years
(5) Where is Mr. Zabelin {from?
a. Russia b. Warsaw ¢. Belgium

(6) In which state is the Lakota Indian tribe located?
a. North Dakota b. South Dakota c. Iowa
Third Listening: Listen to the passage for the third time. While you listen, f{ill in the
2
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blanks with the words you hear from the tape.

Twa people Namibia the Goldman Environmental Prize. Garth
Owen Smith and Margaret Jacobsohn a way protect rare elephants and
black rhinos illegal hunters. Their program involved local . The local
leaders appointed guards to __ hunters ______ killing the animals. Namibia’s
Ministry of _ 1s planning to the program _ the country.

John Sinclair of _ is another winner. _____ twenty years; Mr. Sinclair
has led efforts to protect Fraser Island. Fraser Island is world’s  sand
island. It has the oldest sand hills, known _ dunes, in the world. And it has

more __ eight-hundred different of plants. Mr. Sinclair’s efforts succeed-

ed halting operations to dig the sand and cut trees " the island.

Il. Chinese Translation of the Essay
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2. Debt-for-Nature in Madagascar

Madagascar is home of many rare plants and animals. In fact, about eighty percent of its
plants are found nowhere else on Earth. The country is the fourth largest island in the world.
It also is one of the poorest countries in the world.

Madagascar’s poor economy threatens its environment. People earn only about two-hun-
dred dollars a year. The population has increased by one-hundred percent in the past thirty
years. Cma’ [93517]

The Mdtagasy people have been destroying wooied lands in order to survive. They burn
trees for fuel and to clear land for crops. As a result, Madagascar already has lost eighty-five
percent of its juxlgles. The disappearance of trees also causes the loss of rich di‘g‘t. The dirt is
washed into rivers. It then pollutes the water. -

Environmentalists say the remaining jungles could disappear in the next thirty-five years.
They say the Malagasy people will suffer even greater losses if the jungles are completely de-
stroyed.

N\ Many environmental organizations have expressed concern about the future of Madagascar.
They understand that poor economic conditions lead toid‘gstruction of the environment. One
such group is the World Wide Fund for Nature. It developed a plan with Malagasy officals to
help save the island’s plants and animals. M

The plan is called a debt-for-nature exchange. It was designed as a way to pay for envi-
ronmental projects. It reduces the amount of money that developing countries owe to banks in
industrial countries. And it provides money in developing countries for environmental projects.

The World Wide Fund for Nature has invested the money earned through the debt-for-na-
ture exchange. It is using the interest earned on the money to train local people as nature pro-
tection agents. The workers teach other people about ways to save their environment.

The organization also supports other small projects. These projects use local people to su-
pervise and protect the areas in which they live. For example, one program promised village
leaders a school, health center, or crop-watering system in exchange for protecting a jungle.
The continuing success of the debt-for-nature program in Madagascar is leading other groups to
become involved in efforts to protect its environment.

Our Special English Environment Report was written by Gayle Shiraki. And this is Shep
O’'Neal.

1. New words and Expressions
1. debt /debt/ n. f 3. threaten /Oretn/v. B
2. Madagascar /m@deg'®ska /n. DAMET 4. survive /sa'vaiv/v. ¥4F, ETFX
m GEMER) S. jungle / dzangl/n. AR



6. disappearance /disa'piorens/v. (HEK 11. invest /in'vest/v. &K

7. dirt /det/n. L, Bt 12. interest /'intrist/n. F|E

8. pollute /po'ljust/ v. 154 13. agent /'eidzont/n. {CHE A

9. environmentalist /envairen'mentlist/ n. 14. supervise /s'jupavaiz /v. B

HRER 15. crop-watering system FRE/K ALK
10. debign /di'zain/v. #&it .

I . Listening Comprehension Exercises
1. First Listening: Listen to the passage from the very beginging to the end: After you
listen, write T if the statement is true, F if the statement is false. .
(1) About 80% of the plants in Madagascar can be found anywhere on Earth. ( )
(2) In order to survive, the Malagasy people have been destroying wooded lands. ( )
(3) Poor economic conditions lead to destruction of the environment in Madagascar. (
(4) The World Wide Fund for Nature is the name of the plan developed by Malagasy offi-

cials. ( )
(5) The World Wide Fund for Nature is training local people as nature protection agents.
¢ )

(6) The debt-for-nature program is a great success in Madagascar. ( )

2. Second Listening: Read the following questions. Then, listen to the passage again. Pay

attention to the details (or facts) and circle the correct answer to each question.

(1) About how many dollars do people in Madagascar earn in a year?

a. $100 b. $120 c. $200
(2) How many percent of its jungles has been lost in Madagascar?
a. 85% b. 58% c. 75%

(3) What does the debt-for-nature program do?

a. It reduces the amount of money that developing countries owe to banks in industrial

countries.
b. It provides money in developing countries for environmental projects.
c. Both a and b.
(4) What is the name of the organization that developed an environment protection plan
with Malagasy officials?
a. debt-for-nature exchange
b. the World Wide Fund for Nature
¢. nature protection agents
(5) What did one program promise village leaders in exchange for protecting a jungle?
a. a school and a health center
b. a crop-watering system

¢. Both a and b.

3. Third Listening: Listen to the passage for the third time. While you listen, fill in the

S



blanks with the words you hear from the tape.
Madagascar is home many rare plants and animals. In , about

80% of its plants are nowhere on Earth. The country is the

largest island in the world. It also is one of the countries _ the world.
The Malagasy people have been wooded lands order to survive.

They burn trees ___ fuel and to clear land for crops. Asa_______, Madagascar al-

ready has 85% percent of its jungle. The disappearance of trees also

the loss of rich dirt. The dirt is washed rivers. It then the water.
Many environmental organizations have expressed ______about the future of Mada-

gascar. They understand that poor economic conditions to destruction of the

. One group is the World Wide Fund for Nature. It developed a plan

Malagasy officials to help _ the island’s plants and animals.

Il . Chinese Translation of the Essay
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3. Nature Conservancy Plan

An environmental organization in Panama has bought a large amount of land near
Panama’s border with Colombia. A group in Paraguay has bought land near the Mbaracayu
forest. Both groups bought the land recently to protect some beautiful places threatened by de-
velopment. They were helped by a private environmental organization in Washington: The
Nature Conservancy.

The Nature Conservancy is among the world’s largest environmental groups. It has
worked for more than forty years to protect forests, wetlands, and other areas facing destruc-
tion. Other groups fight such destruction politically. They try to pressure government leaders
to halt it.

The Nature Conservancy has a more direct plan. It quietly buys land in threatened areas.
Then it blocks all building, farming, and other development on the land it buys.

This method works well some places. But it cannot succeed everywhere. Often it is im-
possible to keep people out of an area. People need homes and jobs. Their needs conflict with
those of nature.

The Nature Conservancy designed a new program for places like these. It chose twelve
places of natural beauty in North America and South America. One is a river system in a desert
area. Another is open land with tall grasses.

Scientists at the Nature Conservancy call these twelve places ‘bioreserves’. The scientists
are trying to get people and nature to exist together successfully in these places. They are
working with local governments, business groups, and environmentalists to find ways for this
to happen.

Flamingos and other rare birds live in the Yucatan area of Mexico. Wild jaguars hunt in
the forest. Giant sea turtles lay their eggs on the beaches. These animals are threatened by ex-
panding human populations. The Nature Conservancy is working with Mexican officials to pro-
vide for economic activity in the Yucatan while protecting the environment of the area.

Land recently bought in Panama will protect rare animals and rain forests. The Nature
Conservancy will help local people learn new farming methods that protect nearby forests. In
Ecuador, the Nature Conservancy is working to create businesses that make products from the
jungle without harming it. .

Today's Special English Environment Report was written by David Jarmul. This is Stan
Busby. \
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I . New words and Expressions

conservancy /ken'sewonsi/ n. HIF 10. conflict /'konflikt/v. W3E, #Kfk
Panama /'p®nema:/n. EEL 11. desert /'dezot/n. ¥

Paraguay /'peragwai/n. BEHIE 12. bioreserve /'baiori'zawv/n. A4 EH#h
border /'boda/n. HWF 13. flamingo /fla'migou/n. K&

private /'praivit/a . FLAR], FLEH 14. Mexico /'meksikou/n. BEVEE}
wetland /'wetlond/n. BITEAT 1 1E 15. jaguar /dgégjua/n . EME

destruction /dis'trakfon/n. BEER, BK  16. turtle /toitl/n. §R
pressure /'prefo/n. v. EH, WEMEH 17. Yucatan /'jukoton/ JL-FiH#M X
block /blok/v. #4i, FE#l, ik 18. Ecuador /ekwa'do/ n. JEJRZ/R

I . Listening Comprehension Exercises

. First Listening: Listen to the passage from the very beginning to the end. After you listen,

write Tif the statement is true, F if the statement is false.

(1) The Nature Conservancy is a private environmental organization in washington. ( )

(2) The Nature Conservancy tries to pressure government leaders to halt such dest;uction.
¢ ) -

(3) The Nature Conservancy quietly buys land in threatened areas for building and
farming. ( )

(4) In some places people’s needs conflict with those of nature. ()

(5) Scientists call the twelve places of natural beauty in North America and South America
“bioreserves” . ()

(6) The Nature Conservancy is threatening giant sea turtles in Mexico. ( )

. Second Listening: Read the following questions. Then, listen to the passage again. Pay

attention to the details (or facts) and circle the correct answer to each question.
(1) For how many years has the Nature Conservancy worked to protect forests, wetlands,
and other areas facing destruction?
a. more than 14 years b. more than 40 years
c. 140 years
_(2) Why is it impossible to keep people out of an area?
a. Because people need homes and jobs.
b: because people like their homes.
c. because people are not interested in another area.
(3) Where did the Nature Conservancy choose twelve places of natural beauty?
a. in North America
b. in South Africa
c. in North America and South America

(4) What do scientists at the Nature Conservancy call these twelve places?



