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If you live in a large city, you are quite familiar with some of the
problems of noise, but, because of some of its harmful effects, you may not
be aware of the extent of its influence on human behavior. Although every-
one more or less knows what noise is, 1. e, it is sounds that one would
rather not hear, it is perhaps best to define it more precisely for scientific
purposes . One such definition in that noise is sounds that are unrelated to
the task at hand. Thus, stimuli that at one time might be considered rele-
vant will at another time be considered noise, depending on what one is
doing at the moment. In recent years there has been a great deal of interest
in the effects of noise on human behavior, and concepts such as “noise

llution” have arisen, together with movements to reduce noise.
po (S



Exposure to loud noise can definitely produce a partial or complete
loss of hearing, depending on the intensity, duration, and frequency com-
position of the noise. Many jobs present noise hazards, such as working in
factories and around jet aircraft, driving farm tractors, and working (or sit-
ting)in music halls where rock bands are playing. In general, continuous
exposure to sounds of over 80 decibels (a measure of the loudness of
sound)can be considered dangerous. Decibel values correspond to various
sounds . Sounds above ahout 85 decibels may, if exposure is for a sufficient
period of time, produce significant hearing loss. Actual loss will depend
upon the particular frequencies to which one is exposed, and whether the
sound is continuous or intermittent.

Noise can have unexpected harmful effects on performance of certain
kinds of tasks, for instance, if one is performing a watchkeeping task that
requires vigilance, in which he is responsible for detecting weak signals of
some kind(e. g. , watching a radar screen for the appearance of aircraft) .

Communicating with other people is unfavourably affected by noise. If
you have ridden in the rear of a jet transpott, you may have noticed that it
was difficult to carry on a conversation at first, and that, eventually, you
adjusted the loudness of your speech to compensate for the effect. The

problem is noise.
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We are all now aware that some new scientific or technological ad-
vances though useful may have unpleasant side effects. More and more, the
tendency is to exert caution before committing the world to something that
may not be reversible.

The trouble is, it’ s not always easy to tell what the side effects will
be.In 1846, a man called Sobrero produced the first nitroglycerine. When
heated, a drop of it exploded. The Italian chemist realized in horror its
possible application to warfare and stopped his research at once. It didn’t
help, of course. Others followed his research and other high explosives

were indeed being used in warfare by the close of the 19th century.
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Did that make high explosives entirely bad? In 1867, Alfred Nobel
learned how to mix nitroglycerine with other substances to produce a safer-
to-handle mixture he called “dynamite”. With dynamite, earth could be
moved at a rate far beyond that of pick and shovel and without brutalizing
men by trial methods, the population of the planet was 900 million. Now it
is pushing four billion. Where does the food come from to support the ex-
tra three billion? It comes from the industrialization of the farm: from the
use of high-energy machinery to plow and sow the seeds and reap. It
comes from fertilizers and insecticides produced by sophisticated high-en-
ergy chemical factories.

We can’ t abandon industrialization, because our food supply depends
on it. If everyone decided to grow food without chemical fertilizers or in-
secticide or machinery, it would mean that only one quarter of the world
population could be fed.

Can we abandon some of our industrial technology and hold onto the
rest? That would be very difficult, since it all hangs together.

We can save, conserve, cut out waste, but what we have we must
keep. The only solution, as always in the history of mankind, is to solve
problems by still further advances in technology.

FXFE—BALEE BT XENFE PSR AH
¥R ;T BRE T HEEX— B ASE R BRI R
REBIE— R RRE— 5 R BR .

4) B 5 R BBEAAE F E A E 1937 L

AR W — A A 9] 1) SCRT 5 B B s R AR R M s

FYUREE ; SUA M WHB R LT3 A HR RS RS

BE, GAEFRE - ER, W XA BB T UEE; BB
B NEECHACHRERADNE F SR E AL, mE



LRI AR, ARG TE SR b IR Seat A, wT ARk e 4k g1
T, BEEERAREET XCPARLHR,
S)EEBIELF T B EFR G TR

REEEFR I E D EE T X WiniE, afhig g, F g
RURATRAHS. EAERWERAE, ENEHARERE
BREESHEEAZBAMAFTXER, ATRESEATEREY
PIFRpE S, RITAGIE R R N1 R4S, BB IR =R, 3k
SBRESE AEER HEXEN FEBESHY ., ERPH
EEREE R BN TH-EE LR LR,

(1) &K F (e. g. first, next, next to, then, after this, at last)

()HEER(e. g. thanks to, since, consequently, as a result)

(3) % (e. g likewise, similarly , whereas, while, on the contrary,on

the other hand)

(4) )% (e. g. for example, to illustrate, that is to say, in other

words)

(S)ﬁi&(e.g.ﬁlrﬁlemm,in addition to,what’s more)

(6) #& 14 (e. g. suppose, if, without, as long as)

(7)45i£(e.g. to conclude, in short, briefly speaking)

Bim .

If it were only necessary to decide whether to teach elementary sci-
ence to everyone on a mass basis or to find the gifted few and take them as
far as they can go, our task would be fairly simple . The public school sys-
tem, however, has no such choice, for the jobs must be carried on at the
same time . Because we depend so heavily upon science and technology for
our progress, we must produce specialists in many fields. Because we live
in a democratic nation, whose citizens make the policies for the nation,
large number of us must be educated to understand, to support, and when
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necessary, to judge the work of experts. Thus, the public school must edu-
cate both producers and users of scientific services.

In education, there should be a good balance among the branches of
knowledge that contribute to effective thinking and wise judgement. Such
balance is defeated by too much emphasis on any one field. This question
of balance involves not only the relation of the natural sciences, the social
sciences, and the arts but also relative emphases among the natural scienc-
es themselves.

Similarly, we must have a balance between current and classical
knowledge. The attention of the public is continually drawn to new possi-
bilities in scientific fields and the discovery of new materials that form the
basis of courses for beginners.
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FLBERERERE, SEEYRALTER:

a.The main idea of this passage is

b.This passage is mainly about

c. The best title for this passage would be

d. The author’s purpose in writing the passage is

e. What 1s the passage mainly about?

f. Which of the following best explains the main idea of the passage?
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Greenspace facilities are contributing to an important extent to the
quality of the urban environment . Fortunately it is no longer necessary that
every lecture or every book about this subject has to start with the proof of
this idea. At present, it is generally accepted, although more as a self-evi-
dent statement than on the base of a closely-reasoned scientific proof. The
recognition of the importance of greenspace in the urban environment is a
first step on the right way, this does not mean, however, that sufficient de-
tails are known about the functions of greenspace in towns and about the
way in which the inhabitants are using these spaces. As to this rather com-
plex subject I shall, within the scope of this lecture, enter into one aspect
only, namely the recreative function of greenspace facilities.

The theoretical separation of living, working, traffic and recreation
which for many years has been used in town-and-country planning, has in
my opinion resulted in disproportionate attention for forms of recreation far
from home, whereas there was relatively little attention for improvement of

recreative possibilities in the direct neighborhood of the home. We have
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come to the conclusion that this is not right, because an important part of
the time which we do not pass in sleeping or working, is used for activities
at and around home. So it is obvious that recreation in the open air has to
begin at the street-door of the house. The urban environment has to offer
as many recreation activities as possible, and the design of these has to be
such that more obligatory activities can also have a recreative aspect.
The very best standard of living is nothing if it is not possible to take
a pleasant walk in the district, if the children cannot be allowed to play in
the streets, because the risks of traffic are too great, if during shopping you
can nowhere find a spot for enjoying for a moment the nice weather, in
short, if you only feel yourself at home after the street-door of your house
is closed after you.
40. The main idea of this passage is that
A) better use of greenspace facilities should be made so as to improve
the quality of our life
B) attention must be directed to the improvement of recreative possi-
bilities
C) the urban environment is providing more recreation activities than
it did many years ago
D) priority must be given to the development of obligatory activities
FEEGNRAEREXE P OCRENES ., EEAXFEE
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— REAABRIEEE ;-1 shall, within the scope of this lecture, enter into
one aspect only, namely the recreative function of greenspace facilities . 3¢
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