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The Coexistence of Buddhism and Taoism and the Date

of LaoTsu’ s Deification and Becoming the Founder of Taoism
Rao Zongyi (Jao Tsung-i)
Summary

1.1In early Eastern Han, Lao Tsu' s myth status was not firmly established although
he and Buddha were both popular. Ban Ku (BEf ) did not list him among the sages.

2.Lao Tsu’ s mother was called Jade Lady; a name appeared in the Text of “Yin
Yang Wu-hsing.”

3. During Eastern Han there was a saying that ‘Tao’ was identified with Lao Tsu.

4.The tomb tablet of Lao Tsu' s mother was established by Wang Fu (£ 8.) in AD
153; on which was written “Lao Tsu is Tao. He was bom before Heaven and Earth.”

Lao Tsu’ s myth status and his being closely associated wih Indra and Buddha could

be dated as early as the time of the holy mother’ s tomb tablet!
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