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UNIT ONE

1. The Campers at Kitty Hawk

John Dos Passos

1. Tips for Reading [SE@T

1. Identifying the Thesis i2 51| 3 &

In this biographical account of how the Wright brothers succeeded in making the first power-
driven flight in human history, John Dos Passos chose both prose and free verse to praise their perse-
verance, courage and intelligence in face of great difficulties.

2. Developing Reading Skills & & BiE# 15

@ Understanding point of view

@ Understanding the free verse pattern

Il. Related Information F8XA1hE

1. John Dos Passos 2983 Z /7 -1AZRHT (1896~1970)

John Dos Passos, an American novelist, was born in a rich lawyer family in Chicago. In 1916
he graduated from Harvard University, then he went to Spain to study architecture. Soon he took
part in the First World War, serving in a field medical team of the American army. According to his
own experience he wrote his first influential book Three Soldiers (1921), which showed that the
American young generation was disgusted of war and confused to the situation. His main works in-
clude the trilogy U.S.A ., composed of The 42nd Parallel (1930), 1919 (1932), and A Big
Money (1936).

The essay selected here is a biographical account of the brilliant moment in the history of aero-

dynamics — the first power-driven flight in human history made by the Wright brothers. John Dos
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Passos chose both prose and poetry to praise the courage, perseverance and intelligence of the Wright
brothers. ; ‘
AE-SH-MEHRBZEANRE, HAES WA - I ERNRTEE, 1916 FEET
k¥, MEXHEHTF¥IRA, TANMSMTE KM RAR, EFEETRRE. RE
EaBHERE (EALER) (1921) RAE-—BAEBHHNGE, GRERFRREEFF K
REMEBEEGER, FH-MEHWREXER (FE) =8d, €8 (LFE+ZK)
(1930), (—JL—A%) (1932) o (HAK) (1936)c

AXUEEHBRABRTEAD I FE EABN T —RBAFRETALIE LE -
Bt %l SH-WEHKATRX P RRBEELCUXEHAGERRET T RELSHIE.
FHATEARANE,

2. the Wright brothers 3455238 (Wilbur Wright, 1867~1912; Orvill Wright, 1871~ 1948)

The Wright brothers were American inventors and aviation pioneers. Being excellent mechan-
ics, they used the facilities of the bicycle repair shop to consttuct their first aircraft “Flyer 1”. On
December 17, 1903, they successfully made the first sustained flights in a power-driven plane. In
1905, they built and flew the first fully practical airplane. In 1909, their planes were used by the
American military.

EELE (RARM, RER) REXEHAAXIMMERLER. $2RBENATEGHE
T, MIfABE hikEHE T F—REHMN “T5157, 1903F12A 178, % —
RBHHRCT B RITH OB AH CATHE, 1905 F, AIFHEFRCTE—-REA T,
1909 4, #A1%# 6 CHNBA T £ EFEEFH0H,

3. Kitty Hawk 2% - 2%

Kitty Hawk is the Atlantic seashore of North Crolina, where the Wright brothers successfully
experimented with gliders and airplanes. A National Memorial is there, commemorating their first
successful flight.

EHEEFLTARFRAMNAEFEE, EAE, FELHRDH KT RO AR
FoKATE, AERELA - BERXLAN, CAMINE K ITERS,

4. Samuel Pierpoint Langley B3 /R - B /R H% (1834~1906)

American astronomer and aviation pioneer. He invented the bolometer and contributed to the
design of early aircraft.

EZR - FARBEH - ZANEREERXFRMERER, LA THBHAN, HFXFE
AL O T T
- 5. Octave Chanute B323k3% DR+ (1834~1910)

France born American aviation pioneer. He assisted the Wright brothers in making the world’s
first controlled powered flight.

Rtk - PRERFEHANXEAMTZRER, HB XA AHETHR LE LT



1. The Campers at Kitty Hawk $ 3

#1E3h A AL,
6. Fort Myers B /RET &
Fort Myers, called “the City of Palms”, is located on the banks of the Cloosahatchee River in
Southwest Florida.
VAR BB BRRT, LEEHRTEANBEERNAR L,

M

1. SUCCESS FOUR FLIGHTS THURSDAY MORNING ALL AGAINST TWENTYONE MILE
WIND STARTED FROM LEVEL WITH ENGINEPOWER ALONE AVERAGE' SPEED
THROUGH AIR THIRTYONE MILES LONGEST FIFTY-SEVEN SECONDS INFORM
PRESS HOME CHRISTMAS (L.8~12)

(4:4) iR Reesgot#, REEREHEHEN, ik, wid. AWK, Bizhia, A
A R R R AT LA WS s BRAESM A 2R B R AE R SE , o X RR e 258
i BT LUESE ;. A AR RGE Ron . BERIE RS, dE
KR

[#i] TWENTYONE MILE WIND &} “f/hif 21 32X E", 48 T PER HOUR.
251 FE N . On Thursday morning, we made four successful flights. Facing a wind

of twenty-one mile per hour and powered only by the engine, the machine took off from

the ground. It flew at the average speed of 31 miles per hour and the longest flight last-
ed 57 seconds. Please inform the press of our success. We’ll go home for Christmas.
[BHE) R DU 21 3% B RKUE R 2h ©AT 4 RO TR K51 3 35 31 SRR S Rk 57
0108 R 4 A [l 5% R SR i
2. The folks claimed it was the bishop’s bringing home a helicopter, a fiftycent mechanical toy made
of two fans worked by elastic bands that was supposed to hover in the air, that had got his two
youngest boys hipped on the subject of flight. .. (L.56~59)
[45#9) @D*...it was the bishop’s. . . that had got his youngest...” ZRiHMA=R
@*"a fiftycent ..." & “helicopter” HIFEMIIE, XZMIEH — LB, “...made
of..." Rt FENiEREIE, B “ty”, “...worked by...” &M “fans”,
“...that was supposed...” ZEIBEBMNE], B “toy”.
[iAC) @O ...worked by...” XBE “work” ZEYFhiE, FH “cause to move or func-
tion” T,
@ “ hipped on” fEAM]HE R “obsessed with” % FAF4.
[Bi%) FHEAZRR, REFHFREH— 50 EXRETHL (— DB AR ALK
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R, RIVRBRERRNS)BES PRE) FRAMX%ET T,

3. There was a glider made of two planes and a tail in which they lay flat on their bellies and con-
trolled the warp of the planes by shimmying their hips, taking off again and again all day from a
big dune named Kill Devil Hill... (L.98~101)

(@] “.. . madeof ...” FEMWEEE, BH “glider”, “...in which they...” EEM
B, WM “glider”, “taking off...” BRZEZMANERLREIRE .

[iFiC] “planes” ZEAAHER “wings of the glider” HLHE.

(BH#] BRI URRA—MVRHR, IUNEME EE, RB3ISAEL (BLRR
HINE) R, MIIBRE—I “BRIL” WAVE FHTRER

4. ...spent all the time when they weren’t working on their machine in promotion, worrying about
patents, infringements, spies, trying to interest government officials, to make sense out of the
smooth involved heartbreaking remarks of lawyers. (L.115~118)

[45#] ABRABME “spend time doing something. ” #IEIR), “when they...” 5| §—4 -t
[BRiEMNF],  “worrying...” Fl “trying ...” 3FH “spent” BIEX, “to
interest...” Fl “to make sense...” 3FIR trying EiE,

(#iC] @ “ in promotion” X “undergoing the process of being improved” B
@ “smooth” BER “very pleasant and polite” +H&E . [E¥#,
® “involved” ## “hard to understand ” Mg,

(BHig] - Ml T— I E X LA AT AWEGE, B—HEROCESHORHE, RPREE
B, M5 RBURE B CATH R, 270 DA A7 5 B 08 17 B X & A B i
MEBEPREBER.

5. In two years they had a plane that would cover twenty-four miles at a stretch round and round
the cowpasture. (L.119~120)

(ZH] “ that...” 5|R— A EiBENG, B “plane” ,

[i@iC]) “at a stretch ” BN “without stopping” LR Wi .

(Bh%] PR, MABFR T —2RT AL %4 AT 24 2B A9 KHL.

6. People on the interurban car used to crane their necks out of the windows when they passed along
the edge of the field, startled by the clattering pop pop of the old Wright motor and the sight of
the white biplane like a pair of ironingboards one on top of the other chugging along a good fifty
feet in the air. (L.121~125)

[%#] “when... " 31— B ERIFMR, “...startled by...” iENMAEEBERE,
“...chugging along...” BFENMAMEREIR, B “biplane”,

(L] “crane” fEAAIh FfESNIA, Fm: MK, “clattering pop pop...” F “chugging”
R,

(BH%] FEREFRNZEMANIHT B, WEEXBESD SR S RGN F
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Keys o the Exercises SIBE

Readi_ng Skills

1.'1) When John Dos Passos chooses to describe a thrilling moment in history, he himself is an out-
~ sider of ‘the historical event and thus adopts the omniscient third-person point of view, thereby
“making his essay heavily colored with his own emotions and apprec:atlon for the anht

brothers. v

2) The point of view in this text is not consistent. Sometimes, espemaﬂy in 1tal\1)cn;:ed'part, the
first-person is used to draw readers closer to the characters.

3) Yes, the transition of the point of view from the third-person to the flm-pErwn is'miarked by
the italicized letters.

4) With this transition, John Dos Passos flashes back to the thrilling moment and the first-person
point of view. For example, the memoir of the Wright brothers causes the readers to see and
feel their great success in a more direct manner.

2. 1) a.

2) There was a glider made of two planes and a tail in which they lay flat on their bellies and
controlled the warp of the planes by shimmying their hips, taking off again and again all day
from a big dune named Kill Devil Hill,
they learned to fly.

Once they’d managed to hover for a few seconds
And soar ever so slightly on a rising air-current
They decided the time had come to put a motor in their biplane.

3) In this part, the line “they learned to fly” is put immediately after a long one, which is to
achieve the visual effect of foregroundi.ng. And the slowed-down rhythm of the following
short lines adds a sense of solemnity (J*#f{) and sublimity (JE™) to the great achievements
of the Wright brothers. With the free verse, the story sounds more epic and legendary.

In free verse, you will find that the visual effect is equally important for “the white space
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on the page may be as important as the black print — as an image of pause, disjunction, the si-
lence that surrounds and spaces the text.”

. gotten it into their heads: gotten the idea
knocked together: make (machine) roughly, lacking refinement and precision
calm: a windless day
turn: earn
picking up: : making
laugh: something to'be laughed at
straining: ' making great efforts
planes: wings of the glider
in promotion: undergoing the process of being ithpmved
smooth: very pleasant and polite, without showing any difficulties

- decorated: awarded a medal
gummed: stuck together with gum

Multiple-Choice Questions
1.D 2.C 3. D 4.B

Translation Exercise
(FERLBREXB*)



