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A Sketch Map Showing the Localities at Zhoukoudian Site
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The Comments Made by World Heritage Committee
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Peking Man Site at Zhoukoudian
Fangshanxian County, Beijing Municipality,China
39°41" N 115° 51" E
Date of Inscription: 1987
Criteria: C (iii) (vi)

Scientific work at the site, which lies 42 km south-west of Beijing,
is still underway. So far, it has led to the discovery of the remains of
Sinanthropus pekinensis, who lived in the Middle Pleistocene, along
with various objects, and remains of Homo sapiens sapiens dating as
far back as 18,000 — 11,000 B.C. The site is not only an exceptional
reminder of the prehistorical human societies of the Asian continent,

but also illustrates the process of evolution.
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Zhoukoudian site
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The exterior view of Peking Man Site Museum at Zhoukoudian
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Zhoukoudian ..

The Zhoukoudian site is situated at Zhoukoudian (a town some 50
kilometers southwest of Beijing), Fangshan District, Beijing . The geo-
graphical coordinates of the site are 39° 41’ N and 115° 51" E.

In the vicinity of the Zhoukoudian site, the primary topographi-
cal features are characterized by the presence of well-developed mas-
sifs and alluviums. A series of karstic cavities, fissures and pockets are
found in the area’s limestone massifs. This site is at the juncture of the
Western Hills and the North China Plain; accordingly, foods originat-
ing both from the hills as well as from the vast plain constituted the
main food resources for the region’s ancient human beings. A river of
considerable size which provided fresh water for life in the area, then
named Zhoukouhe, snaked before the site and later flowed into an
even larger river. Limestone caves developed in the massifs functioned
as a way to protect early humans from the harassments of severe
weather. With all these above-mentioned beneficial elements,
Zhoukoudian was thus an optimal dwelling place for early man.

At least 27 fossil localities representing about 5 million years
of evolutionary history of vertebrates have been found in Zhoukoudian
area so far. Most of them are distributed in the scope of about 1 square
kilometers around a low limestone massif locally named “Dragon-bone
hill”. The Peking Man Site (Locality 1 at Zhoukoudian or Peking Man
Cave), the largest human-inhabited cave discovered here to date, is
world famous for its Peking man fossils as well as its abundant cul-
tural remains. Close to the Peking Man Site, Locality 4, Locality 15
and the Upper Cave are among the most valuable and representative
localities here, each yielding either important human fossils, stone
implements or a large number of animal fossils. The Peking Man Site
at Zhoukoudian was placed under state protection for key cultural rel-
ics by the State Council in 1961; it was inscribed on the World Heri-
tage List by UNESCO in 1987.
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A bird’ s—eye view of the Peking Man Site Museum at Zhoukoudian
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Important discoveries
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Exploiters of Chinese geological sciences, from left to right. Pei Wenzhong, Wang
Hengsheng, Wang Gongmu, Yang Zhongjian, Bulin, Davidson Black, P.Teihard de
Chardin, G. B. Barbour. Photo taken in Liu Zhens shop at Zhoukoudian in 1928.

KA, FOEBRAERS UFFILRAMIZENE. EHFRA
KOS, SRMNEPERYWIS i BE K. 19184, I
M FRFRLRE (J.G. Andersson) ¥ REMLALERKEE OJEHL, 15
RS E LR (JEa9& RE NESeHR) #HTiE, 1921
G, TAFESHELHE SHEA TR T A OERIEE XK —RF
. BEAFEAEYZERIFFHE (0. Zdansky) 7E55 1#b A7 T %18,
R T8 AT, 19274, MR AK¥EFEERE (D. Black)
RIEE LA dHa “HERAILREF (Sinanthropus pekinensis)” (f5
BARAE IR A S AL B2 A Homo erectus pekinensis, f&FF “dbm A"
Peking Man) , R4, *FEHFEZEFSEBICEIHAEZERSIERL

SHHUTSERE



I m pO I"ta n t discoveries and associated studies

B 1 AL RN AT KA, 1927 £ FHA,
Starting excavation at Peking Man Site. Photo by Bulin in 1927.

For nearly one thousand years, the local residents of Zhoukoudian have mainly
depended on the resource-oriented industries, such as quarrying and mining,
to maintain their lives. As a result, numerous animal fossils preserved in the
caves or fissures were discovered. In 1918, John Gunnar Andersson, a famous
Swedish geologist, came to Zhoukoudian in search of fossil animals and un-
dertook a survey excavation at Chicken-bone Hill (later known as Locality 6
of Zhoukoudian). In 1921, Andersson, Granger and O. Zdansky were directed
by a local resident to a cave that was said to be “full of dragon bones™ and in
this way discovered the Peking Man Site (later known as Locality 1 of
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Excavating the south part of Peking Man Site on December




