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NOTES TO TEACHERS OF ORAL CONVERSATION

. The goal of an oral conversation class is communication rather than perfect grammar.

. The teacher should try to avoid correcting in order to encourage continuing communication.
The emphasis should be laid on speaking more than on perfection.

. The oral class should be conducted entirely in English. The instructor should never use Chinese
either to explain a point or to converse with the students. You should expect the same behavior
from the students.

. At the beginning of the semester, the instructor should speak more slowly than normal, in-
creasing speed as the term progresses.

. Memorization of the dialogues is not recommended as a usual practice. The goal is that the stu-
dents learn how to use vocabulary and expressions from the dialogues in order to communicate
on their own.

. The exercises contained in each chapter are designed to allow the students to practice the vo-
cabulary and situations contained in that chapter. They are a very important part of the chap-
ter since they encourage the students to use the new expressions.

. The teacher should move around the classroom, “work” the classroom. He or she should be a
silent listener to the pair work and the small group work. This is to insure that the students
are in fact using English. That way the teacher may also be able to judge ability as well as
choose which groups should perform in front of the class. Again, this is not a time for correc-

tion unless the mistake from a particular student is habitual.
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CHAPTER 1
LI HONG Arrives at San Francisco International Airport

Part 1 At the Airport

Information Assistant; Paging Mr. Li Hong. Mr. Li Hong from Air China flight 985. Please
meet your party at the information desk. Mr. Li Hong, please come to the
information counter.

Li Hong: How do you do? My name is Li Hong. Did you call me?

Information Assistant: Yes, Mr. Li. Your party is waiting for you. Just a minute, please.

Roger: Hi, Li! I'm Roger Black and this is Nancy Jenkins. The department at the University has

assigned us to be your friendship partners! for the first few months to help you adjust to
life in the U. S.
Nancy: Hi, Li! Welcome to America and the Bay Area®!

| pri L L1
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Ling Hong: Mr. Black, Miss Jenkins. Thank you for your kind welcome. It’s good to meet you®.

Roger: Hey, great to meet you, too, but there’s no need to stand on formality. In America we
usually use first names. I'm Roger.

Nancy: Right, just call me Nancy. Li, how was the customs procedure? It took you almost two
hours.

Li Hong: To tell the truth, it was a little confusing. First, I went through a line; the official

checked my visa. Then I had to wait for my luggage.
Roger: Yeah, that is a pain*! Sometimes it takes forever!
Li Hong: Then I had to open my luggage. The customs officer wanted to know if I had anything
. 1 .



to declare. I did not understand what he meant so I began to show him my belongings.
Nancy: Oh, that’s too bad! It’s always a little difficult to enter a foreign country for the first
time. He actually wanted to find out if you had any forbidden items or dutiable items. He
didn’t make you pay any money, did he?
Li Hong: No. At last I am through the gate and in America. I have dreamed of studying for my
doctorate here for many years.
Roger: We're glad you made it. Let’s go to the garage and get the car.
Li Hong: Where should I put the luggage cart®?
Nancy: We can take the elevator and the walkway to the garage so you can take your cart all the
way to the car.

Li Hong: That is good, because my bags are heavy.
Part 2 Driving to the University

Li Hong: This is such a big road and the traffic is moving so quickly.

Roger: This is one of thoSe famous California freeways®. We’ll be on one freeway or another al-
most all the way to Berkeley.

Nancy: What should we call you, Li? Do you have an English name?

Li Hong: No, I do not, but perhaps you can help me to choose one. I know that English names

are easier for Americans to remember.

Nancy: Gee’, I've never given anyone a name before. Let’s see: in America we go by first names
so you should keep Li as your last name. Hong starts with an “H”. Why don’t we call
you Henry — Henry Li.

Li Hong: That sounds like a good name. In America, I'll be Henry Li.

Roger: Do you see this bridge? It’s called the Bay Bridge and connects San Francisco with the
East Bay.

Henry: It’s very large. Is this the “Golden Gate Bridge”®? _

Nancy: No, that’s another bridge in San Francisco. Altogether, the Bay Area has five bridges
that people use to drive from one side of the Bay to the other.

Henay: Is the Golden Gate Bridge the longest?

Roger: No, the Bay Bridge is the longest with two levels — one for east bound traffic and one for
west bound traffic. '

Nancy: I'm sure you're tired, Henry. How long was your flight?

Henry: It’s difficult to tell because the time zones are so different, but perhaps it lasted about six-
teen hours.

Roger: Could you sleep?

Henry: Not very well.

Roger: Well, in a few minutes, you can rest although you'll probably suffer from jet lag for sever-
al days.

Henry: 1 do not have a room, yet. Do you know a place where I can stay?

Roger: We have that all under control’. You'’re going to stay with my family for a few days while

- 2 .



we find you the proper place to live.

Henry: That’s so kind of you. I don’t want to be a problem.

Nancy: That’s what friendship partners are all about — to make things a little easier on the new
foreign students!?.

Roger: Here we are at my house. Let’s get your bags inside.

Nancy: I’'m going to run. I left my car here. Get some rest, Henry, and tomorrow we’ll get you
registered and take you to the Economics Department.

Roger; We'll also stop by the Housing office to see what’s available.

Henry; Very good.

Nancy: Right. See you guys tomorrow. Bye now.

Henry: Good-by.

Roger: Bye, Nancy.

Reading

San Francisco is one of the major gateways into the United States. Along with Los Angeles,
New York, and Chicago, it is a primary entrance for Chinese people who come to the U. S. to
study, do business, or visit relatives. San Francisco International Airport, located south of the
city, has three terminals, two domestic and one international. Entry into the U. S. from a for-
eign country requires a proper visa as well as a passport from the traveler’s home country. Often
there will be a customs inspection to determine if the person has items that are forbidden (drugs)
or dutiable (gifts or articles to sell that have been purchased outside the U. S. ). Duty does not
have to be paid for most personal effects such as clothes, books, cosmetics, etc.

There are a number of modes of transport leaving the airport to go to San Francisco or other
parts of the Bay Area. There are shuttle buses that run from the airport into San Francisco and
Berkeley. These cost about $ 20 per person. Many Americans have private cars and will drive to
the airport to leave friends or to pick them up. Taxis are available but expensive; they can charge
as much as $ 50. Airport limousines also charge a high price. A person with a driver’s license can
rent a car. The airport has several rental car agencies such as Avis, Hertz, National, etc.

As you leave the airport you will immediately enter Highway 101 which is a major freeway in
California running north and south (from the Mexican border all the way through Oregon and
Washington to the Canadian border). The speed limit is 65 miles per hour so that the traffic
seems to move at a fast speed except during rush hour around the major cities. Cars, trucks, bus-
es, motorcycles, and vans may drive on the freeways in America, but bicycles, motorscooters,
and pedestrians are not permitted. A driver must not go faster or slower than the flow of traffic.

The population of San Francisco is about 700,000, but San Francisco Bay Area is a large
group of separate cities and counties with a total population of about 6 million. Often people will
live in one community, work in another, and shop in another. Some of the communities like San
Jose, San Francisco, and Sausalito are along the i)eninsula next to the Pacific Ocean; others like
Berkeley and Oakland are across the Bay in what is known as the East Bay region. Five major
bridges, the Bay Bridge, the Golden Gate Bridge, the San Mateo, the Richmond, and the Dumb-

« 3.



arton bridges connect the communities to one another from one side of the Bay to the other.

New Words

1. page v. FEEFHEA

2. information desk [A] 4L

3. party n. (BmMIEREHN)—# . —H. —K
4. assign [o'sain] v. AE.MK

5. customs procedure [prasidza] MWRFLE
6. check v. HR#&E.EIE

7. declare v. Hf, BB

8. belongings [biloginz] n. (pl.) BESYH
9. forbidden items EZEdH

10. dutiable [‘djutjabl] a. (SR¥)ABLHK
11. visa ['viza] =vise [ 'vizei] n. ZBiE,H%
12. doctorate ['doktarit] n. {2

13. elevator [‘eliveita] n. HBH(=[3]lift)
14. walkway n. EiH

15. freeway n. REAK

16. altogether adv. &3t,584 4

17. east bound %R

18. west bound [A] 7§

19. jet lag BFZE

20. register ['redzista]l v. Bid,EM

21. available [a'veilabl] a. EBEBBIA, TRBIM
22. guy [gai]l n. (EE)FRK, KT, ER

[\
w

. information assistant HB XM 5
Phrases and Expressions

1. adjust to BN, R
0 :I'm afraid (that) I can’t adjust (myself) to the broiling (#J#t#J) days of summer in
Hangzhou.
2. stand on formality &< ,#HK
4 :Don’t stand on formality; just make yourself at home.
3. gothrough 25,25
4 It’s a formality that we have to go through now.
XE—-MBINREEHHFE,
4. make it
AT  #0:I'm sure you can make it.
2) BBt #E®| 4N There’s only 15 minutes left; I don’t think you can make it to the railway
station.



5.

HRE S 287,RERERBKE,
go by 4KHE,#EE

40 : In the States we often go by first names.
EXERITE ¥ LB HR,

We must go by the school rules.

Notes to the Dialogue /

1.

friendship partner Z%F A 1. 21 B 7E B9 41 X 16 IR H e 75 S0 B B 2 4 | 75 Bh AT 1 E 97 3k
BRI B TR, BRFE, BHRA Yt &, FRIIEMES,

. Welcome to America and the Bay Area!

Welcome to  J& T AP I3 , 41 : Welcome to visit Hangzhou or to see our factory! i
R} : Welcome to Hangzhou B, to our factory!

the Bay Area B X , 248 M 1H & 11 B 3 X , (4% 1H £ 1L 7 & X B 35 (Santa Rosa) . 9 3 2%
(Oakland) \E FEHLHI (Santa Clara) % TEBF A, EMBEXADAANE F, UL 1B
(the Golden Gate Bridge) #1¥% & A #7 (the Bay Bridge) M X Eti&,

. It’s good (nice) to meet you. T JLHE, T It’s good (nice) meeting you | I F % 5, X%

MR RETERSRE, BEMEE,

. Yeah, that is a pain!

pain(XEMIE) R BAMARE, BXIEZRE",
3 : You gave me a pain last night!
She’s a real pain!

. the luggage cart FHRTEE , R F MHLIFHTELHE, HENE, +49H1E,
- freeways B A B IR BB TR KB AR, RS, RAT RS, SImMe

101 SHEARE LEMER, HEBHE, Xy expressways X, motorways; highways & 1%
BEEIS AR, X roads, B, BEAKE, —BH 6 N2 8 MNEE (lanes), B E 8
BREANEEB, RAISR AN,

. Gee, I've never given anyone a name before.

Gee [d3i:] BWUA, RAHE, BURE B, RBHIE, i Jesus(BRER) WAL R, L8 HE
AT, AR SCHE, 30 : Gee, look at that new, fancy hotel!

- the Golden Gate Bridge IH 4 LLI% 5 Hi % 1 59 & | 10 R 2 H 58 M A B8 TT 2, & 115K

HILTIRE. KT 1937 FRREE, R BRI HS CEFRE, EAEL, SBER,
BRRYES By 4200 JER , SUE R 764 R, EB%F 220 XR , KRBT LH, SEER
BANNTHE R, BHRERAFRRAE L0 S TAFSKSEMR PO AL E
HEHR AR BT Rt RURZES NSRBI RPN LEERAT
L, RERIHS M EERRM, 1987 4F 5 H 24 B, SREKAHFER 50 BELE,20 7
ANFAR B, TR ABE , RS2 8T, &,

. We have that all under control. B{TEZHF T,

under control B T#H R ZHZ T

0. The firemen took two hours to bring the raging fire under control.

10. to make things a little easier on the new foreign students.



iEFRMIINEEE A TEH BT EL,
AL ,on 7T PAF for f£#,/H on E AR,
11 Please go easy on sugar! /A2 A, WA RE!

Notes to the Reading Text

1. gateway n. A0

2. along with= together with 7 —i2

. primary a. FEH

4. terminal [taminal] n. KA, K%

5. domestic a. HEHNK,KEH

6. personal effects Bl &9 ¢

7. cosmetic [kozmetic] n~ itk

8. mode [moud] n. HR

9. shuttle bus R EIHEEKE M EHBE

107¢ arge v. W%

11. limousine [‘limu(:)zin] n. (Fl3F . EWE)BEXRENZEE

12. renta car MEHE , AXE HEFEWRAETEHAATE - HFEE, THUTEMH M
B4t — B, ] AT,

13. agency n.  #HL#,rental car agency HH/PEEFT

14. Oregon n. REIXM , M FFHZE 8 (Salem)

15. Washington n. #8BHM , AT XEHEILE, RE XML, }ﬂﬁﬁygﬁﬁmﬂﬁ(Olympla)o

16. rush hour & FHEABE 358 F 5740 B &bt 2], B DAt Y peak houro

17. van n. BHRE,HEF

18. motorscooter [ 'moutaskuta] n. BRIEEFLE

19. pedestrian [pi'destrian] n. #TA

20. San Jose [samhou'sei] XEfIZE,MTFIMMPEBES, AD45T,

21. Sausalito [sosalitou] FRERFE, MMAATRT, RIHE LS, Ml Rk, LRHE, R
BE e

22. peninsula [pininsjula] n. ¥5

23. Oskland [‘ouklond] BFE2,HIMFEEHE OIRKT, SIHE LIRSS, B&FHE, A
H375H.

w

Exercises

I . Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the form where neces-
sary.
(Jadjust  (stand on formality @ 'to tell the truth (" a pain @altogether
@ _through @ dream of C@ make it (f\go by ((77) under control
We have to wait another 20 minutes for the last bus going to town. Oh, that’s

2. You needn’t . We have been friends for years. Make yourself at home.
. 6 .
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. How much do | owe you

. Your dog seems dangerous. You’d better bring him when a stranger comes up.

, he is a crooked man capable of anything.

I quickly to the summer heat of Hangzhou when I came here two years ago.
He becoming a noted chemist even when he was studying at junior high
school.

Let me see, 165 yuan.

. I know there’ll be lot of difficulties ahead, but I'm confident that I can .
. Are you with your papers? Those who have finished them hand them in right

now.

10. As you notice, many actors and actresses now do not their real names.

II . Discussion Questions

1.

wm b W N

Why do most Americans like people to call them by first names even when they meet for the

first time?

. What do you know about the Golden Gate Bridge?

. What are the duties and responsibilities of a friendship partner?

. Tell us something about San Francisco.

. How many modes of transportation leave the airport to go to San Francisco or other parts of the

Bay Area?

. What will happen to a California driver if he drives faster than 65 miles per hour?

Il. Let’s Practice Talking

1.

Make a list of ten or twelve questions you would ask an international student who is studying at

Zhejiang University. Imagine that it is your first time to meet the student.

. Pick a partner and practice asking and answering the questions on your respective lists. Re-

member to use only English.

. Form a small group of three or four students. Invent your own conversation about meeting

each other for the first time. While you may use vocabulary and expressions from the text, you
are not to repeat the dialogue.

. The teacher should pick one or two groups to perform the conversation in front of the entire

class. This should not be assigned as homework but should be done extemporaneously.



Part 1

Roger:
Henry:
Roger:

Henry:

Roger:
Nancy:
Roger:
Henry:
Nancy:
Henry:

Roger:

CHAPTER II
Beginning a New School Life

Going to Campus

Morning, Henry. How did you sleep?

[ slept very well. The bed is very comfortable.

Thanks. I'm glad that you were able to rest; we’ll have a busy day today. It will be your
first day on campus.

I’'m looking forward to it. It’s very exciting to be able to see the campus for the first
time.

Here’s Nancy. She’s going to drive us to the university.

Hi, Roger. Hi, Henry. Are you guys ready to go?

I think we are.

[ feel a little nervous even though I'm very happy.

Why?

I'm afraid my English won’t be good enough. There are still some expressions that I can-

not understand or translate.

[ wouldn’t worry about it. If you need help, the university will place you in an English

class for international students. Right now, let’s just go.




Nancy;

Henry:
Roger:

Henry:
Nancy:

Part 2

Roger:

Henry;

Roger:

Nancy:

Henry:
Roger:
Nancy:
Roger:
Henry:
Roger:

Nancy:

Roger;

Henry:
Roger:

Henry, this is the parking lot for students. I’m going to park my car here since I have a
permit to park!.

Of course, I don’t know how to drive. Will I be able to buy a bicycle?

This weekend we’ll take you to the flea market where there are used bicycles for sale?.
Remember, though, you can’t ride a bike through campus.

Is there a parking lot for bicycles?

There are bike racks where you can leave your bicycle’.
On Campus

Now we are on the commons. It is a gathering place for the students in the middle of the
campus.

It doesn’t look anything like my campus at home. At my old university, they wanted to
make the campus seem like a garden. Here, I see that there are food sellers and other
businesses. ‘

There is some landscaping further in, but this is the area for students to congregate before
and after class. These are small business owners who want to sell to the students.

That big building on the left is the student union building. There are cafeterias, restau-
rants, shops, bookstores, a bank, etc. , inside.

It seems to be very busy.

Yes, today is one of the registration days so there are many students around campus.
Look, Henry. There’s the bell tower. It’s a landmark on campus.

You can hear the bells ringing at certain times during the day.

What are some of these other buildings?

Many of them are buildings for the academic subjects; some are business offices of the uni- -
versity.

Most of them are named for people. There’s Warner Hall which is the Chemistry Depart-
ment building. Here’s Bolt Hall, the Economics Building where you’ll have some of your
classes and meet with your advisor.

There’s the library. It’s the largest library in the University of California system with
over 100 million different titles®.

That is a very large number of books.

Here we are at the registration building. Let’s go in and find the registrar for international

students.

Registrar: Good morning, Mr. Li. Welcome to the University of California at Berkeley.

Henry:

Good morning. I’'m very happy to be here.

Registrar; The first thing you need to do is fill out these forms®. I need to see your I-20 so that I

Henry:

will be able to help you apply for your permanent student visa®.

Thank you. These look quite complicated, but I think I can complete them.

(a few minutes later)

Registrar; Good job. Now you’re all set’.



Henry: I wonder if you could give me some information. Can you tell me when and where I will
receive my fellowship money®? I will need to pay my fees and my housing cost.
Registrar: Certainly. Now that you’ve finished here, go to Sproul Hall which is the Financial Ad-
ministration Building. They will arrange to give you the fellowship for your tuition.

They will also make arrangements to pay your monthly stipend.

Henry: When do I receive my class schedule?

Registrar: I know that you are listed as taking 10 hours which will include your research project’.
Your advisor will meet you and allow you to choose your own classes with his sugges-
tions.

Henry: Only ten hours, that doesn’t sound like very many.

Registrar; Well remember, after your English exam, you’ll probably be assigned an English
course for foreign students.

Henry: That’s good; I need help with my English.

Registrar; Also, your advisor may assign you some further research work. Do you know that
most students spend a great deal of their time outside class studying on their own!®?

Henry: Yes, that is what I understand. Thank you very much for all your help.

Registrar: I'm very glad to be of assistance. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you need other help
around the university!!. Good-by.

Henry: Good-by.

Reading

The higher education system in America includes approximately 3000 universities and col-
leges. Both universities and colleges grant undergraduate degrees called a Bachelor of Arts degree
or Bachelor of Sciences degree; some colleges have Master’s degree programs. Universities have a
complete graduate program, Master’s degrees, Doctorate degrees as well as post graduate study.
Degrees in the fields of medicine and law are granted by medical schools and law schools respec-
tively. To enter both medical school and law school, a student must already have an undergradu-
ate degree.

Most states have a state university system. These colleges and universities provide education
to residents from that state at a lower tuition rate than most private colleges. However, students
from other states or countries pay a higher tuition. The private colleges charge a higher tuition be-
cause they are not supported by the state. Harvard, Yale, Princeton, etc. » are private universi-
ties, while the University of Texas, the University of California, the University of Michigan,
etc. are state universities. There is also a junior college system in many communities. A junior
college is a two year college which grants an Associate of Arts degree. Very often, students will
continue into a four year college or university after graduating from a junior college. The tuition is
minimal, and anyone from the community may enroll. It is helpful for students who have not
done well enough in high school so that they may eventually enter a college or university.

Most American students must pay tuition. By Chinese standards, the tuitions are very high.
There are some merit scholarships available as well as some scholarships based on both financial
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