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Do as the Hmentcans Do

Be confident. “Confidence” is EBR{E BEAE2=E:
probably one of the most noticea- ABEZMSE>—. ﬁgf
ble' traits in the Americans. They [IESAZR.MZ B »
show confidence in the way they LEROBRBDMERE -
talk, the way they smile, the way —mEfE. SIERFD -
they dress and the way they walk. EmzE@Ess—RESH -
Living and competing with all these 5 (ERy— 19 @E24ER -
confident American students, | find zF sEEaRNEDS. &
it extremely important to be confi- peygen mEmEssE..
dent as an international student @mgﬁwﬁﬂggﬁgﬁgev
and instructor. As a student,being '
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confident means you should never REXERXODEHEZER
hesitate to raise your hand whenever a [TABEXTR, TUIRE
question or a point comes to your B2 EXTHAERIBHN
mind. Don’t mind if it sounds simple . EEENR,.HEMNT
or silly. Otherwise you will never #HSJRIRNIHEHBOE
get a chance to speak in class at BEESEITBEECH
all. What’s worse, the professors Bxr—XEEFET—TH
may think you are not prepared for REBREEDHCGILM.
the discussion or you do not have {EXIEEIH,SEREE
your own opinion on the issue’—this & MRRBITHBLEY
Is the last comment any graduate &, @EBRBMBHILE
would like to receive. Being confi- g%, guFemER
dent for me as a foreign Instructor e, FeaiimEnEs
means calmly asking the student to =g, wyxEmEsEsg
repeat what he or she has said If | sz, 2RmSenn
did not get it. Pretend-ing to under- NER BRI &
stand what you actually did not may U OIS (RIS 20U
Just bring yourself embarrassment? CARURM™) . BREDE
or even disgrace. But the time | REDESN, IBE— 1
most need. to be confident is when BNERFAR LR LS
my students come to my office and OIS , T EN R A .
bargain about the grades | have giv-

en for their speeches. (The course

I’m teaching here is Public Speak-

ing). Modesty is a trait highly val-

ued in China, but it won’t be of much

help here if you want to survive and

succeed in a good American gradu-

ate program.

Be polite. Coming from a country ZE-H I &5 RE—PN
known for good manners and eti- NERNBDENR, WS
- quette!,| certainly was not prepar —REBYHRO B0 S

B GO R FC2CAH LB LOINENEEINEENE OIS Pt eV e l"‘.‘.'ll“.l..'.l!.‘ll.QOO"..'O.C.'IQC
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ed for the embarrassment | experi-
enced during my first shopping. The
cashier said, “Hello, ma’am, did you
have a nice day?” | looked around
and behind before | realized that he
was actually talking to me. Fortu-
nately, | quickly figured out how to
be polite in the American way. Be-
ing polite means keeping saying
“Hello, how are you doing?” to any-
one you run into anywhere—in the
hallway, In the restroom or on the
street. Never bother about how he
or she is really doing. Neither
should you bother others with your
troubles even if you are not doing
very well. People are just too busy
to really care. Just remember to
give your greeting even if you have
no time to listen to the response’.
Being polite also means smiling to
strangers you meet in the elevator,
on the street, in the supermarket or
mall. The safest way is to smile and
say “hi”to anyone who has eye con-
tact with you. (The Americans never
use nodding as a way of greeting.)
Of course, being polite also means
expressing your appreciation® ver-
bally’ or via e-mail or note whenever
anybody does a favor for you. Never
take any favor from anybody for

granted.
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Be generous with your compli-
ments. i wonder whether the
Americans’ confidence has anything
to do with all those compliments
they give to each other all the
time. Compliments are exchanged
between parents and children, be-
tween husband and wife, between
friends or acquaintances®, on every
achievement or advance, major or
minor.On a daily basis,they tend to
give compiiments on others’ appear-
ance. So be sure to be quick at find-
ing out If anybody is wearing any-
thing new or impressive and remem-
ber to say, “You look awfully smart
in this new shirt!”or “I really like
your jackett”or “That bag looks re-
ally cool.” If you can’t find anything
new, then you can simply say, “Hey,
you look great today!”As a teacher,
| have Iearned to give generous com-
pliments to my students whenever
they put a question to me. | would
say, “That’s a really good ques-
tion.” or “That’s an interesting
point.” before | proceed to explain
VOI" glve an answer, although the
" question may be ridiculous® or fool-

O PP SRV PIEL LN IO PLEIDOIPEDSEESS DY GO S .0!“..'..'0".'0."..0'..0".‘.“.0"..'
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ish sometimes. There are certainly SERIRKX, LB NS

a lot of other things I’'ve learned —THAHBERZ----
and adjusted to here, but there are

also things that | know | will never

be able to learn.; shouting as a way

of talking to your friends in the bar

on Friday night,or driving at break-

neck speed, winding down the win-

dows of your car and playing rock-

'n’-roll at full volume so as to deaf-

en every passenger on the road.

. noticeable ['noutisabl] adj. S EH; HEAREH
.issue ['isju:] n. |8 B, P E

. embarrassment [im'baerosmont] n. M ; F

. etiquette [etiket] n. AL B, 3 ¥

. response [ ri’'spons] n. [ &

. appreciation [aprifi'eifan] n. ik % , & iR

. verbally ['vabali] adv. B %

. acquaintance [s'kweintans] n. # % # A

. ridiculous [ri'dikjules] adj. ¥t ; T & B

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

1. Please read the following statements, Write T if the statement
is True,F if the statement is False.
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1)1f you haven’t some questions in your classroom in Armerica,
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