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ABSTRACT

Dangxiang,one of the ancient nationalities of China, inhabited in
the regions of Hequ of Qinhai , southern part of Gansu and northwest
Sichuan. Being originated from the West Qiang tribes in Han Dynas-
ty, it was also called Dangxiang Qiang in historical records. After the
fifth century, Dangxiang Qiang began to rise and flourish. It was called
as Minyag by Tibets, as well as Tangut by Turks and other northern
nationalities. From Sui Dynasty (581 - 618), Dangxiang consisted of
some family tribes,and every family tribe was divided by several clan
tribes. According to the records, there were eight big family tribes in
Dangxiang , such as Tuoba, Fangdang, Xifeng, Migin , Bali , Pochao, Ye-
ci and Feiting. In addition, there were Black Dangxiang and Snow -
Mountain Dangxiang lived in the south of Qinhai Lake. Dangxiang
Qiang generally went in for animal husbandry or nomadic life ,empha-
sized military affairs, and had some special customs, such as Shouji
Marriage (inheritance marriage) and cremation.

After the rising of Dangxiang Qiang, it often harassed the frontiers
of North Zhou and Sui Dynasty, some tribes yielded and pledged alle-
giance to Sui Dynasty. At the beginning of Tang Dynasty, a lot of Dan-
gxiang tribes surrendered to Tang Dynasty. Tang Taizong set up the Ji-
mi Fu or Zhou in their liveland, appointed the tribe chieftains as Dudu
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or Cishi. From the end of Zhenguan (649) to the beginning of Yongtai
(765) of Tang Dynasty, Tibet developed northward, occupied the
south part of Qinhai Lake and Helong land. Therefore , Some Dangxiang

tribes were forced to migrate into Tang boundary,and lived in the area
of the east of Gansu,northwest Ningxia ,Shaanxi, and Hetao of Inner
Mongolia. They were also supervised under Jimi Fu or Zhou by Tang
Dynasty ,and gradually formed the following big tribe groups in the liv-
ing areas,such as Liu Fu,Ping Xia, Dong Shan and Nan Shan. Other
Dangxiang tribes remained in Qinhai was ruled by Tibet.

In order to give more effective rule to these Dangxiang tribes,
Tang Dynasty adopted the policy of placation. They gradually became
the subjects of Tang Dynasty without taxation. After Yuanhe years(806
—820), because Tang border generals were very brutal, Dangxiang
rebelled many times. In Huichang years (841 ~ 846 ), Dangxiangs
struggle reached a high tide, but it was crushed by Tang Dynasty at
last. In the end of Tang Dynasty, when Huang Cao insutrectionary ar-
my occupied the capital Changan, Tuoba Sigong, Youzhou Cishi, the
chieftain of Tuoba family in Dangxiang,rose to help Tang Army. Tang
- Dynasty appointed him Xiazhou Jiedushi ( Guiyiju Jiedushi), which
was the beginning of Dangxiang Touba family as the leader of garrison
post. After Sigong helped Tang to recover Changan, Tang Dynasty con-
ferred him as Xiaguo Gong,and granted him surname Li. After occup-
ying Xia Zhou,Sui Zhou, Yin Zhou and You Zhou, Dangxiang Li fami-
Iy got stronger and stronger ,and became one of Fan Zhen in the end of
Tang Dynasty.

During the period of Five Dynasties, Dangxiang tribes were in the
disruptive condition. There were several big family power such as Xi-

azhou Jiedushi Tuoba Li family, Dangxiang Zhe family in Fuzhou and



