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To my Namesake upon a Report of his Inclination to
Martial Affairs, July 7th, 1710

Believe me, Ben, war is a dangerdus trade.

The sword has many marred as well as made;

By it do many fall, not many rise— |
Makes many poor, few rich, and fewer wise;

Fills towns with ruin, fields with blood ; beside

"Tis Sloth’s maintainer and the shield of Pride.

Fair cities, rich today in plenty flow,

War fills with want temorrow, and with woe.

Ruined estates, vice, broken limbs, and scars
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Are the effects of desolating wars. @

ACROSTIC
B-e to thy parents an obedient son,
E-ach day let duty constantly be done,
N-ever give way to sloth or lust or pride,
I-f free you’d be from thousand ills beside;
A-bove all ills, be sure avoid the shelf;
‘M-an’s danger lies in Satan, sin, and self.
I-n virtue, learning, wisdom progress make,
N-e’er shrink at suffering for thy Saviour’s sake.
F-raud and all falsehood in thy dealings flee,
R-eligious always in thy station be,
A-dore the maker of thy inward part.
N-ow’s the accepted time; give God thy heart.
K-eep a good conscience, °tis a constant friend ;
L-ike judge and witness this thy act attend.
I-n heart, with bended knee, alone, adore

N-one but the Three-in-One forevermore. @
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