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Introduction

Meeting in China is a series of course books for foreigners who study Chinese outside
their native countries. This series of books is composed of a horizontal organization and a
vertical one. In the horizontal line of the beginning stage there are An Elementary Course ,
An Elementary Workbook , and An Elementary Workbook on Chinese Characters . Each of
them consists of 10 lessons. They mainly deal with the phonetics of the Chinese language,
basics of Chinese characters and the simple everyday communication drills. In the vertical
line of the series there are three parallel textbooks of the spoken Chinese, Listening Com-
prehension, and Reading and Writing, which are of a higher level. (Each of them con-
tains 30 lessons) , thus forming the horizontal and vertical lines of the same and different
stages. This series of teaching materials has the following advantages:

1. Large language corpora. The corpora add to the learners’ input of given informa-
tion, which is to the advantage of the demonstration of their acquired knowledge . The lan-
guage focal points and the words and expressions are basically identical in the various
textbooks . The coincidence rate of the vocabulary amounts to 70 percent, but the contents
of the texts are diametrically different. Such an arrangement guarantees a high frequency
of reoccurrence of the given information in the textbooks of different language skills, en-
abling the learners to improve their comprehensive communicative ability .

2. Efficient practice. The fundamental language elements and various language
skills have been lumped together for intensive practice. The oral textbook is the core of
the series. It is intended for the learners, through dialogues and texts, to understand the
basic grammar and thereby upgrade their ability in oral communication. The listening
textbook is based on the functional items of the language. Conversational texts are de-
signed to train the learners’ listening ability, and in part, to improve their speaking abili-
ty. The Reading and Writing textbook starts from the structure of Chinese characters, with
its focus on the teaching of their parts. The learners are supposed to understand the rules

of constructing the Chinese characters through the composition of parts. After the learners
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can recognize and use words, they are prepared to read sentences and then paragraphs.
Composition writing is also gradually introduced. In this way, the skills of listening,
speaking, reading and writing are independently practiced and they interact to improve
each other.

3. Flexibility. Each of the texts can be taught independently on the basis of the re-
lated language skills, and if combined, they can achieve the purpose of the comprehens-
ive teaching. So this series can be used according to the different stages and types of
texts. Considering the different foreign teaching systems and the individual requirements
of the learners, the textbooks are, in a sense, independent of each other. The learners
can select‘ any of them and proceed step by step. Even the preliminary textbooks can be
used independently, so that the short-term learners (like the travelers who make a short-
term trip to China) can take the advantage of the books to satisfy their needs of obtaining
a little knowledge about Chinese .

Mentioned above are our initial considerations for the assembled series of the text-
books and they are also the objectives we try to achieve in the course of compilation. The
readers’ suggestions for improvement will be appreciated.

We would like to express our heart-felt thanks to the leaders and experts of Beijing
Language and Culture University for their instructions. Our thanks also go to He Xinhui,
who did the translation; Prof. Xiong Wenhua, who checked and approved part of the

translation; and Ms. Jin Huining, who took part in the early job.
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Preface

This book is a reading and writing Chinese textbook aiming at teaching Chinese to
the foreign learners who have just begun learning it. It consists of thirty lessons. Each
lesson comprises new words, texts, structural analyses of Chinese characters, exercises,
etc.

This book aims at developing the learners’ reading and writing abilities in Chinese.
The reading skills consist of learning to read Chinese characters, words, sentences and
phrases. With two texts in each lesson, it has a large number of practices to ensure the
amount of reading contents and the recurrence of vocabulary. The language teaching mate-
rials are also natural, practical and interesting. The writing skill part focuses on develop-
ing the students’ ability to write Chinese characters. This book adopts the teaching meth-
od of character components to help the learners overcome the difficulties in writing Chi-
nese characters. It analyzes all the structures that form the new words in this book. By
using each Chinese character component as a unit, it enables the learners to remember the
character components in an overall way, and master the rules of the characters’ struc-
tures. To meet the learners’ requirements on learning Chinese characters, it illustrates

the strokes and stroke order of every character component.
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4 3@ New Words

PN

s
mingzi name
jido to call
lilxuéshéng foreign student
xuésheng student
jieshdo to introduce
yixidr used after a verb , indicating an
act or attempt
xidojie miss
haizi child
XUéxidio school
Yingyu English
jiaé a measure word
gongsi company
zhiyudn employee
& tired
diren husband or wife
jigjie elder sister
zhongxué middle school
tai too
xidoxuéshéng pupil
& £ Proper Nouns
Jianada Canada

Meigud

the United States



3. ? & S L Aihudé a person’s name

4, kXEFEZTKF Béijing Yuydn Daxué Beijing Language and Culture
University

5. 4% Yuéhan John

6. ?ﬁ L Qid a person’s name

7. £ % Wang Jing a person’s name
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AREABALE RAOPXLFELH RATETRED
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. BN EEY]S  Segmentation of some characters:
1.4 jeg —% H 2.% v —*F
3. & xito PR 4. % hwe — 1 £ +
5. % shud . 6. 8 wyuon — 7 M
7. % ying — &% 8. % ya — 1 & 9
=, ¥ A4S Examples of the common components:
1. 1: 4% # #
2. 3% W
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§ 25 3] Exercises
L -

—. JAEES]  Recognize and read the characters:
1. #E4iRF Match each character with its corresponding pinyin :

p bu A zhe
A mu # yln
7R bén i jin
X xido & bidn
P shdo 48 zU
0 fa # jie
D3 da A jie
A gé

2. RIBTIHEELAR -
Make phrases by matching the characters given according to the pinyin :
(1) qgiché (2) yundong (3) péngyou (4) youydng (5) Hanyu
(6) yinhang (7) youju (8) dianying (9) jieshao  (10) xuéxido

% %
4 £
LA %
R i
A 3
& A
% %
A 3
2 B
#F 4

3. AT RFETHMIE:
Give phonetic transcriptions to the following sentences and read them

aloud:
(1) BAB—TIL, REEZE, E:F4HL,




(2) BEMEKEFE , REIWE,

(3) ERER—-RAFNRE,

(4) F/NMARFERIBEM,

(5) FRAENBBARKK

4. BESBHPHANS:
Fill in the blanks with the proper characters or words:

(1) XRMHKBEIES 0 (a.i b1 c.1@)
(2) MAR Fio (a. % b.FH c.HF)
(3) #R3% A PER ST (a.JL b.JL c.JU)
(4) & — T JLIRBL/MERE (a.FE b.ftA c.%¥H)
(5) ZEREREEAN M2 IDGE, R BEE,

(a.#E b.EXE c.dbtx)
(6) HEREXK 0 (a. BN b.JHIH c.0585 d.3KRK)

—. HiE4S] Reading exercises:
1. NAB.CHEBRRAMBAXHATF:
Choose a sentence close in meaning to each of the given statements:
# Example: ZEKR K¥ESE, (B)
A. FHRRE¥A
B. ZHR¥AE
C. FEKREEIE

(1) EEMRRODLFEZM, ( )
A. EEMEIDE
B. TEMRRANKFLIN
C. RBODIBEMEE

(2) MERBBOZET. ()
A RERFFHET
B. fhEERENM
C. bRBAXLMET



(3) WFEIHIE ¥ IXEFE, ()
A. BEEHTIE M T BUE
B. HATIHER2E T WIE
C. HANE T HKIF

(4) EXRENEARKRE, ( )
A. FRAERKR
B. EhAEMEZEARENM
C. FRAEMEAFEERR TIE

(5) RIEFEFTRENEFAE. ()
A MRFEAE
B. iR EEE
C. bR R¥HIA

(6) E/MARMEKIK, ()
A. R E /N EE B EF
B. fltf E/NEKIHH
C. E/MHR A HH

RBRX—HMIER:

Decide whether the following statements are true or false according to Text 1:
(1) ZZERITRENEFLE,

(2) ZRERKEA,

(3) ZZHEFTHUHIBE

(4) ZHHEERFEELNAL

(5) ZHRRBEFELE,

(6) A ERXE AN,

(7) AEREFAE,

(8) YRR A HF o
RBRX—EFSENRABERS:

Fill in the blanks with the proper words according to Text 1:

e’ N’ N N N N N N

(1) FERE o (a. BV b.B%¥HAHE . K¥EHE)
(2) EERER o (a.FEA b.EEHA c.dtEAN)
3) ZHKHEEREZEN o (a. A b. W c.FH )

(4) A 0 (a.%iF b.HIFE c.B)



