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Preface 1

Peaceful liberation and democrotic reforms of Tibet liberated the social productivity and pro-
moted the development of agriculture,animal husbandry and othér undertakings, The face of Tibet
changed tremdously. B

Since the 3rd Plenary Session of 11th Centl_'al Committee of ‘the Chinese Communist Party,
the work emphases have been shifted. owing to the continuous suppot:ts from the Party Central
Committee and the State Concil in manpower,technology,fund. and communications,and arduous
efferts paied by the people of various nationalities ,especially the cadres,masses,and scientific and
technological workets, agriculture and animal husbandry in Tibet develop stably. And the book,
“An Introduction to Agriculture of Tibet” is written exactly on this fact.

This book has scientifically analyzed and evaluated the agroecological environment and eco-
nomic conditions,and described the history,strategic position and achievements of agriculture in
Tibet. It has objectively summedup the experience and historial effect of traditional agriculture, It

" has also presented the evolution of farming systems,the study and utilization of soil, fertilizer and
germplasm and the essentials of cultivating practices for main crops ,'green manutes,fruits, tea and
vegetables. The progress and achievements in improving crop varieties, management and adminis-
tration of seeds,and plant protection have also recorded in this book. Simuitaneously,it has de-
scribed the development of agricultural mechanization ,reclaimation and cultivation of wasteland,
farmland water conservancy and rural energy. Some very good suggestions for further developing
the agriculture of Tibet have been proposed.

This book has substantial contents,and full and acurate data, it has gathered the historicity,
scientific theory, technological data, and practicality into an integral whole. It is a systematic
monograph that reflects the agriculture in Tibet. This book provides a good dear of technological
data and historic experience. It will play important guiding roles not only in understanding the
agroecological and economical characters of Tibet,but also in developing agriculture according to
the natural and economic laws. I believe that the leaders,experts and technicians who are engaged
in agriculture and stock raising in Tibet may absorb useful knowledge and comrads living in the
inland may better recorgnize Tibet from the aspects of farming and raising from this book. Com-
rade Hu Songjie, the chief compiler of this book,and other compilers are all the ieaders, experts
and technicians engeged in tfle agricultural line of Tibet for a long period. They have scored a lot
of successes in practice of agricultura! production and accumulated rich experience in the field of

highland agriculture, They have greatiy contributed to the development of agriculture in Tibet.
1



They have summarized their research successes and gains in this book. Therefore, this book is a
crystallization of collective wisdom and a scientific summary of agricultural production of Tibet in
the past 40 years. (

T am an old fighter fighted and worked in Tibet for dozenes years. So,1 cherish a deep love
for the people and even every tree and bush in Tibet. Although I live in inland now,I am still in-
teresting in the development and progress of Tibet. When Comraed Hu Songjie wanted me to write
a preface for this book,I readily agreed with cheerful mind. I am gratified and honoured to write
the preface at old age. I would like to take this opportunity to extend my cordial greetings for the
publication of this book in the name of“an old Tibetan”and all comrades who worked in Tibet,
and to express my heartfelt thanks to the comrades who hard worked in writing, edition and ex-
amination for the manuscript. I would like to send my respects to the cadres,masses and scientific

workers who are working in the line of agriculture and animal husbandry in Tibet.

Yin Fatang
June 9,1893

Remark; Comrade Yin Fatang is the former Secretary of the Party Committee of Tibet
Autonomous Region
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Preface I

The book “An Introduction to Agriculture of Tibet” chiefly compiled by comrade Hu
Songjie ,is published. It is a praiseworthy event. I am honoured at the invitation of the authors to
write a preface for this book.

The agriculture of Tibet has a long history and important place in the national economy.
However, in the former Tibet, the agricultural production developed slowly even stopped for a
long time because of the trammels of feudal serfdom. Since democratic reform in 1959 ,the reia-
tions of production have varied greatly ,the people are the master in their own affairs. The Chinese
Communist Party and the Central Government attach great importance to the development of
agricultural production of Tibet. Firstly,a series of policies, guiding principles and measures have
been formulated and great supports in financial and material resources have been given. Mean-
while , under the leadership of the Party Committee and the People’s Government of Tibet Au-
tonomous Region, extensive mass activities including relaimation and cultivation of the barren
hills and regulation of rivers and watercourses,tree planting and afforestation ,building the irriga-
tion works and improving soil etc. in whole autonomous region improved the technical levels of
scientific farming and raising, therefore, agricultural production developed continuouslty. On the
two Work Forums of Tibet called by the Central Party Committee in 1980 and 1984, respective-
ly,a series of particular policies and flexible measures were drawn up, the policy of rest and build
up strenghth was put into effect, which poured the vitality into agricultural production and the a-
gricultural and pastoral areas were full of vigour. These policies include ;exemption from the agri-
cultural and stock-raising taxes;cancelling the planed and assigned procurement of agricultural,
animal, local and special products;under the presupposition of public ownership of land ,meadow
and forest,farmers have the rights to use land and to own the animals privately for a long term;
further strengthening the leadership to agriculture; increasing investment; improving productive
conditions continuously ; popularizing scientific knowledge and tecnology to enhance the technical
innovation of agricultute;raising the purchasing prices of grain,agricultural and livestock prod-
ucts. Thus the income of farmers and herdsmen increases day by day,as a result,agricultural pro-
duction develops in an all-round way,and the output of grain increases year by year, Up to 1992,
the total output value of agriculture has reached 2. 245 billion Yuan,which is 15. 7 times of that
in 1952, total grain yield has reached 657 thousand tons, 4. 23 times of that in 1952;per capita
net income of farmers and herdsmen has been 490 Yuan. The majority of the people have cnough
to dress warmly and to eat their fill. This is a historic progress. '



* However, the material and technological basis of agriculture in Tibet are still very weak ,the
productivity is also low,no enough grain meet the need of the people with the development of ;
economy and the change of food structure. Agriculture is the foundation of national economy in
Tibet. Any problem in agriculture would seriously affect the development of economy of whole
region. Therefore , we must treat agriculture as a matter of overall importance and try our all best
to ensure its stable development.

Since peaceful liberation of Tibet,world famous successes in the development of agriculture
have been achieved and a lot of successful experiences have been accumulated,but the course of
development is difficult and tortuous. The experiences and lessons have been objectively recorded
in this book base on a lot of full and actual data. Comrade Hu Songjie and other writers are the
leaders, experts and popularizers who have worked in the agricultural line in Tibet for a long peri-
od and achieved a number of britliant successes,they have also accumulated a large quantity of
data in their productive practice. It is not too much to say,this book ,“an Introduction to Agricul-
ture of Tibet”,is a comprehensive summary of agricultural development of Tibét for the past 40
years and the crystallization of wisdom of above mentioned persons. As a successor,I would like
to express my heartfelt thanks to all comrades who worked for this book. I believe that the publi-
cation of this book would help us to study systematically the developmental history of agriculture
and to understand the characters of agroecology and social economical conditions. It also has im-
portant use value and guiding effect in the development of farming and stockraising production in
the light of objective economic laws. I hope this book will become an indispensible tool for the
comrades who are working in Tibet. e e '

Zeren Sangzhu
October 7,1993

Remarks Zeren Sangzhu is the Vice Chairman of the People’s Government of Tibet
—— Autonomous Region in charge of agriculture.
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