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Abstract

* This work discusses some phonological issues of the Hakka
dialect. It covers eight chapters and two appendixes.

Comparing different sub-dialect groups in Hakka, Hakkd and
other Chinese dialects, and Chinese dialects and minority languages
with both diachronic and synchronic perspectives, distinguishing
phonological historical division and emphasizing the phonological
structure’ s restriction on its changes, the first three chapters give a
study on some important phonological features in the Hakka dialect
based on the rich materials contained in the fieldwork reports of the.
Hakka dialect published in recent years. In the respect of initials,
the author mainly indicates the change types of some groups of
Medieval Chinese initials, such as the groups of Jian W., xiao B%,
Jing ¥§ and Zhi 51 Zhuang E Zhang E of the Hakka dialect, and
argues the change cause and progress of some words’ special spoken
sounds. In the issue of rims, the work discusses the change features
of the MC Kaikou(open — mouth)FF O rim from the viewpoint Deng
(degree) % and She(group)#, such as the phonetic features of MC
division of first, second, third and fourth Deng (degree) %, the
types of nasal endings and the merged vs. divided situations of MC
16 She(group)#%, and offers an in-depth inquiry into the differences
between category f4 and /&, and category X, f§ and Z, the same
pronunciation of MC Jiang L and Tong & group from a
perspective of the historical change of Chinese phonology, even

argues the relationship between the ancient Jiangdong ( east-river)



Abstract

dialect and the Hakka dialect. As for the tone, the works, based on
rich data, discusses one of the most important features of the Hakka
dialect, i.e. voiced initials with Shang tone should be pronounced
into Yinping tone, together with the phenomena that the archaic
sonorant initials with MC entering tone or Qu tone are in the regular
polarization into two categories in accordance with the voiced vs.
unvoiced dichotomy.

The fourth chapter takes an etymological notes on the special
spoken sound of some words, such as A milk, ¥ mouth and #
pick up in the Hakka dialect.

The fifth chapter argues the relationship between the Hakka
and Gang dialects.

The last three chapters give a fieldwork report of the Ningdu
Hakka dialect in southern Jiangxi province.

The appendix one introduces the main features of phonology,
lexical and grammar of the Yudu Hakka dialect in southern Jiangxi
province. The appendix two gives a brief review of some
achievements of Chinese dialect’ s fieldworks since the twenties of

the 20" century.
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