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Congratulatory Speech
by Jia Lusheng, Senior Programme Officer, UNDP, Beijing
at the International Balanced Fertilization Workshop,
Beijing, 2 November 1998

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the United Nations Development Programme, I would like to extend our warmest con-
gratulations to the Intemational Balanced Fertilization Workshop and the Ministry of Agriculture as well as
the National Agro — technical Extension and Service Center for organizing and hosting this important work-
shop.

We understand that use of mineral fertilizer is indispensable in increasing crop production. It is esti-
mated that fertilizer use results in a 40% yield increase in Chinese agricultural production. It has further
been investigated and concluded that every increment of 5 million tons of food grains needs an additional
400 000 million tons of mineral fertilizer, Organic manure has long been the dominant plant nutrient
source in China. Although application of mineral fertilizer has tremendously increased during recent
years, organic sources still contribute about half of the total input. China adopts the principle of an inte-
grated plant nutrition system that is combined application of organic manure with chemical fertilizer.

The Chinese government paid great atlention on sustainable agricultural development. Balanced fer-
tilization technique became one of the ten key extension techniques during the 8th to 9th five — year plan
of the government of China. The main objectives were to improve fertilization efficiency, decrease costs,
increase henefits, and reduce fertilizer pollution.

UNDP provided financial and technical support w the balanced fertilization project in China. The
objective of the project is the sustained and stable growth of agricultural production through the optimum
use of organic and inorganic sources of plant nutrients. The project has assisted in establishing models of
balanced fertilization to ensure balanced application of fertilizers. 7 project sites were participated in the
project. After 6 years implementation of the project, significant progress has been made and economic,
social and ecological benefits have been achieved in these project areas. UNDP is proud to have helped
introduce the principal and technology of balanced fertilizer into China and put it into use for the benefit

farmers.



I understand that objective of this workshop is to introduce the balanced fertilization development of
China, to exchange the new techniques on balanced fertilization in the world, and to improve the fertiliza-
tion technique of China and other developing countries. We are very pleased that the reports of the seven
project areas will be presented here today. I am convinced that your working discussions will be very use-
ful and provide participants with new knowledge for the balanced fertilization.

Finally I wish the workshop a great success.

Thank you.



Statement by Ajmal M. Qureshi, FAOQ Representative
in China, DPR Korea and Mongolia
on Occasion of ‘
the Opening Ceremony of the International Symosium
on Balanced Fertilization (CPR/91/123)
November 2,1998

Mr. Chaiman,

Honourable Vice Minister Lu Ming,
Mr. Tang Zhengping, DG, DIC/MOA
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me a great pleasure to be with all of you this morning. | bring all greetings of our
Director General, Dr. Diouf who is a great freind of China and always says that if China’s food
security is secured, 20% of the world food security is assured. On behalf of the Director Gen-
eral of FAO Mr. Jacques Diouf and my own behalf, | wish to congratulate the Ministry of Agri-
culture for organising this symposium.

With the fielding of the Evaluation Mission the project reaches its culmination and the sym-
posium will highlight its accomplishments. | would, therefore, fike to address my appreciations
to the UNDP, CICETE and the Ministry of Agriculture and all Intemational Consultants and Ex-
perts as well as our Technical Backstopping Officers from FAO and the participating provincial
departments and institutions for their contribution. FAO has the privilege to have been involved
right from the inception of the project.

-I'may like to mention in particular the contribution by the former NPD Mr. Tang Jinchun
and his colleagues and the present NPD Mme. Xin Wenying, and Mr. Penney, the CTA and
intemational consuttants Messers Chuah and Yost. We cannot forget the valuable assistance al-
ways so readily provided by Dr. Rabindra Roy in the AGL at FAO HQs. | would also like to
fecognise that the leaders of the seven project sites present here today have demonstrated
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great commitment in implementation of the project.,

The project document on Balanced Fertilization was signed by the Government/UNDP in
June 1992 with a total contribution of US $ 1 500 000, while the Government cost — sharing
amounted to US $ 120 000. In effect, tremendous efforts have been made by all parties con-
cerned to achieve the objectives of the project. " '

We hope that during this workshop there will be ample opportunity to review among our
national and international colleagues the achievements so far and come forward with recom-
mendations and directions as to how China will pursue its balanced fertilization strategy. The
optimum use of fertilizers will continue to play a crucial role in keeping China’ s food supply in
line with the increase in populatioh and imprévement in quality of life. Much of China’s in-
crease in grain production, particularly since 1975 can be attributed to new varieties and to the
increased use of mineral fertilizers. Since its establishment in 1949, China successfully doubled
its grain production in 1975(238.4 million tons) and again doubled in the 1990s. For any further
increase in productivity of the cultivated land, China will have to maintain the strategy of ba[:
anced fertilization to be able to feed the estimated 1.5 hiilion pobulation by the year 2030 when
the population will reach its peak. '

Vice Minister Lu Ming has already highlighted in his opening statement the importance of
further increasing land productivity and the efficiency of fertilizers. It is my sincere hope that
this symposium will serve as a mifestone to further promote balanced fertilization in China by
extensively replicating the experiences gained in this project.

I assure you that we in FAO will continue to work closely with the Chinese government in
assuring its national food security. The Special Programme on Food Security in Sichuan is a
model not only for China but for all other developing countries facing similar challenges. FAQ in
close collaboratiorr with the Ministry of Agriculture has drafted the Strategies for China on Na-
tional Agricultural Development - Horizon 2010 which has been fully endorsed by the Govern-
ment.

Before | conclude, please allow me to. | wish you all fruitful deliberations during the com-
ing days and happy stay in Beijing.

Thank you all!
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