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In cultural view point. residential courtyards are a kind of background culture so close to people. It marks the life
with symbols of nationality and time.

In artistic view point. residential courtvards are of the multi_dimension art having changed into rocks in the river of
time. It makes life so poetic.

In historical view point. residential courtyards are of microfisches of ethics culture staying everywhere., and of folklore
and engineering. It provides life with more concrete internal meanings.

Chinese people converted their intelligence and hardworking spirit into grand palaces, magnificent city walls, beau
tiful parks. as well as these courtyards of tremendous kinds which were created in their own vitality.

For long, Shanxi is well known with her rich cultural heritage above ground and the huge energy resources under
ground. Recently it becomes a shining star because of the traditional structure arts of many newly explored residential
courtyards within the Provincial territory. These well protected courtyards with exquisite workmanship and craftsmanship
are telling us true stories. We are expected to study them to find out the history of Shanxi civilization and the glorious past
of Shanxi Merchant.

The Shanxi Merchant as a term only can be found in historical books: as a living thing of re_born, it lies in our hope.
It was recorded that, in Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty, the Shanxi Merchant was very famous as the largest business
group(Shanxi, Anhui, Chaozhou) in whole China. Internationally, the Shanxi Merchant winning same fame and reputation
as the Venice Merchant in financial field were so admired by foreigners then. It is true that historically the Shanxi
Merchant had been greatly successful for about 400 year. It was the Shanxi Merchant who had built up these marvelous

tesidential courtyards as proof of their business successes. It however has become something too far to recall in-the

%emory of Shanxi people
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