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A Brief Introduction

As the last thinker in Pre — Qin Dynasty, Han Fei had
had the opportunity of investigating and realizing the past
Chinese history, and to research the different theories, stated
by his pioneers, extensively and deeply. Since Han Fei had
shaped his distinctive theory through ecriticizing, inheriting,
developing and modificating the theories of his pioneers,
much attention has been paid to the relation between them in
this book. The kernel of Han Feis theory was to conquer oth-
er countries through military action and to establish an abso-
lute autocracy and prohibit all other ideologies severely.

The basic arguments of Han Fei’s philosophy and his
viewpoints on economics and history have been elucidated in
the former part of the book. In order to handle the relation a-
mong emperor, officials and subjects, the political strategy
suggested by Han Fei was to combine the functions of law,
trickery and iron hand policy. A lot of measures of carrying
out the strategy , especially the trickery, suggested by Han Fei
had never been researched so comprehensively by his pio-
neers, and the measures used to guide the officials and peo-
ple to behave along the way strictly arranged by the emperor
through defaming or praising them as well as controlling the
public opinions to enhance the effect of punishment and re-

ward were observed in the latter part of this book.
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