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Foreword

A powerful tool, a wonderful book

As an ancient Chinese proverb goes: No good job can be done without
a good tool. This book is about a powerful tool—the technology of
molecular biology—and is itself a wonderful tool for learning this
technology.

I am very grateful to Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press for pub-
lishing it. Not only because it is a valuable book in a general sense, but
also because it is written in Chinese for Chinese scientists by a largely
Chinese author team.

The book is intended to help those who are entering the new world
of the life sciences. The process of understanding life and the utiliza-
tion of other living organisms has been an integral part of the history
of man. However, even though there have been great achievements in
biology, including those of our Chinese ancestors, since the dawn of
agriculture and the domestication of animals, the exploration of the
secrets of life did not substantially begin until the first weeks of the last
century when the laws of inheritance were rediscovered.

| congratulate all new recruits to the life sciences on their choice of
career. You will find that investigation of the secrets of life is wonder-
fully satisfying. I am blessed to have witnessed, with other scientists of
my generation, the remarkable breakthroughs that have been made
since the discovery of the DNA double helix by James Watson and
Francis Crick in 1953. | also share with my colleagues the satisfaction
and joy of living in a period of history in which biotechnology, based

xiii
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on the double helix, has made such a great impact on our society and
our lives. We push forward, expecting to harvest still more from sci-
ence and with the ambition of realizing our own potential and making
successful careers. We need good tools to achieve all that. This book is
about those tools, and it brings them to Chinese readers everywhere.

Even though we are scientifically well prepared to enter this new
era of research, we still face difficulties in communication and learn-
ing. We may lack confidence in our abilities in a second language and
therefore much appreciate supervisors and colleagues who under-
stand our difficulties. This book is written for us with the best of inten-
tions. | strongly recommend it for the excellence of its science and its
readable and creative language.

It is a student’s textbook in English, invaluable for those who may
have learned a technique in China but have difficulties in finding the
right words and the right way to express themselves when they pre-
pare for an interview or a seminar in English. But it will also become a
teacher’s textbook, for considerate supervisors of Chinese trainees
who believe in the kind and empathetic art of choosing the right
English words and expressions when training somebody who is not a
native speaker.

I’'m also sure that readers inside China will find this book extreme-
ly valuable. | especially recommend it to those who wish to go abroad
for further studies or training. If you are working or preparing to work
in a laboratory in any field of the life sciences, you will find this hand-
book to be like a friend with whom you always want to spend time. |
am confident that it will soon be found alongside that other famous
book from Cold Spring Harbor, Molecular Cloning, in those numerous
laboratories where Chinese students and scientists are performing
their experiments. | congratulate you, the reader, on your good fortune
in acquiring it.

Huanming Yang

Director
Beijing Genomics Institute, China
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