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About the Author

Louisa May Alcott was born in 1832, the second daugh-
ter of four. Her father, A. Bronson Alcott, was an ideal-
istic educator and philosopher. She spent most of her
life in Boston and nearby Concord, Massachusetts.

Seeing how hard her mother had to work, Louisa
resolved early to make life easier for her. She took
various jobs—seamstress, compan'ion, governess and
teacher—to support the family. But it was at her
writing table that she was most successful. While
she was in her twenties, a variety of thrillers, po-
ems, potboilers and “ sensation stories” poured
forth from her pen under other names.

& w

BHI - M - BURKKTRRA T 1832 4, WIHBK P HEATSE —
HACHK - Tk - BRFRR BB ENEFTR. OF%K. it
FR 2 A 7 Eh B ZE N B I8 LT AR HE SRR s X 1

B HBRRR T AR TE, RRERERGED
HAFBREH, B THFE, it aEmsTd, 538971,
e BRI A E ST, ER, MERIKESHE, —+E2%
B, kLl B BOE AR B 1R T & R /it . W,
AKCHTIN DS B FE b A Rt/ .



In 1868, her Boston publisher suggested that she
write a novel for girls using scenes and people fa-
miliar to her. So, with her family’s encouragement,
she wrote Little Women, which originally appeared in
two volumes. She was able to write the book very
quickly—for she had prepared for thirty-five years,
and her cast of characters was her own family!

The story was an immediate and huge success. The
publisher could not print copies fast enough to keep
the orders filled. The demand for more of Louisa’s
stories was so great that she followed up with a book
nearly every year till the end of her life. Among
them are Little Men, Eight Cousins, Jo's Boys and Un
der the Lilacs.
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Louisa was a great champion of causes, such as
better working conditions for women and women’s suf-
frage. She was the first woman in Concord to regis-
ter to vote.

Louisa became very famous, and though life was
comfortable, she felt her freedom restricted be-
cause of her fame. Her success brought her little
happiness, and she died, nervous and exhausted, at
the age of fifty-six.

7% 5 WA R 0 IE G <+, Bldn, MR A b in &%
BORSF ) TAE AP FIEZAN Pt fbR R I B R
FiLS R E L,

oI AR, BARANGETE, (HRHTAIK, T
A Z BRG] BRI BA St R RR . B TR sE5s ik 1138
3, MT NS



Characters You Will Meet

The March Sisters

Meg

Jo

Beth

Amy

Marmee, their mother

Mr. March, their father

Hannah, the servant

Theodore Laurence, called Laurie, their neighbor
Mr. Laurence, his grandfather
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Aunt March, Mr March's aunt

John Brooke, Lauri€'s tutor

Esther, Aunt MarcHs maid

Aunt Carrol, another of the March's aunts

Mrs. Kirke, a friend of Mrs. March in New York

Mr. Friedrich Bhaer, a boarder at Mrs. Kirkés house
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Chapter 1
Four Sisters

The four March sisters sat around the fire knit-
ting while they waited for their mother to come home.

“Christmas won’t be Christmas without any pres-
ents,” grumbled Jo.

“It’s so dreadful to be poor,” sighed Meg.

“Some girls have all the pretty things, while
others have nothing,” sniffed Amy.

“But we've got Mother and Father and each oth-
er,” said Beth from her corner.

“But we haven’t got Father. We shall not have him

for a long time,” said Jo. Father was off where the
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fighting was. Though too old to fight, he had gone
as a chaplain.

Each girl had a dollar to spend on something she
wanted for Christmas. But there were to be no pres-
ents this year. Mother thought they should not spend
money on pleasure when the men were suffering in the
dreadful American Civil War.

Although they were poor, they were a happy and
close family. The room in which they sat was com-
fortable and warm, though the furniture was plain.

Margaret, or Meg, was the oldest of the four at
sixteen. She was pretty, with soft brown hair. Fif-
teen-year-old Jo was tall and thin, and something of
a tomboy. Her one beauty was her long, thick hair.
Beth, who was thirteen, was very shy. She had a timid
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