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New English Course—Listening and Speaking Series (4"’ Edition),
complying with the requirements of the newly-issued College English
Curriculum Requirements (For Trial Implementation, 2004), are books
of listening and speaking activities for college students in bands 1—4
English courses. There are four books in this series. Each book consists
of 14 main units, two consolidation units and two listening tests. Each
main unit is based on a different language function or theme and
contains four or more listening comprehension exercises and some
speaking activities, designed to stimulate students to share their ideas,
opinions and experiences with each other. The functions and themes
selected are generally useful and realistic, which students at this stage
need and want to talk about in English. The activities and tasks designed
in the books are also generally interesting, challenging, and more
importantly, relevant to the students themselves.

English is a language that is spoken not just in Britain, but all over
the world—often as a means of communication between people who have
no other language in common. The activities in this book don’t attempt to
prepare learners for “life in Britain or America” but for using English as an
international language. During the course, however, some background
knowledge of these two chief English-speaking countries is also presented
and practised at many points. This is intended to prepare students in some
way to live or work in an English speaking situation in the future.

Listening Exercises
Each unit in New English Course—Listening and Speaking has four

or more listening exercises, the recording for which is on the cassettes.
Each listening exercise trains students’ listening skills. At the same time,
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it provides students with a language function, a topic, a range of opinions or some information
based on which students can develop their language competence at a later stage. The language
notes and the lexical items introduced in the listening materials also help students to
participate more effectively in the activities that follow.

There is generally a “before”, “during” and “after” phase to each listening exercise. In
brief, the phrases are as follows:

1. Pre-Listening

Learners are introduced to the situation in which each conversation takes place. They find
out their purpose in listening to the recording and any background information they may need.
This is generally fulfilled through some of the pre-listening exercises that are specially
designed for this purpose or through questions and answers that are included in the directions
for the listening exercise. It is noted that the lexical items listed after each listening exercise
should also be introduced at this stage. This is intended to enhance students’ understanding of
the recording in which these lexical items might prove problematic and therefore hamper their
comprehension in the first place.

2. Listening

Usually learners need to hear the recording more than once: the first time to get used to
the voices on the tape to get the gist of the text; and the second time to find out and note down
the specific points of information required by the listening task. These tasks, for example, may
involve drawing a diagram, filling in a chart or taking notes. Sometimes, two listening tasks
are designed on the same listening text, one to check the gist and the other the detailed
information. Often, only one listening task is designed to check both the gist and detailed
information.

3. Post-Listening

Learners cdmpare notes or answers with their partners. They help each other in their
understanding of the listening text. Then, the teacher elicits the required information from the
students and makes sure they have the right answers. Usually, a third listening follows, which
gives students a chance to find out where they went wrong and what they missed.

Speaking Activities

In the speaking activities in New English Course—Listening and Speaking, students work
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together in pairs or in groups. Sometimes they can even move around the classroom, talking to
anyone they like. The aim is to encourage students to exchange ideas and opinions with each
other. In each activity students are given a purpose or task—and this makes the activities much
more motivating and realistic than just “answering questions”. Most of the time, since students
are directed to talk about themselves or things they are familiar with, the activities tend to
become more meaningful. Of course, this also makes the speaking tasks easier to do so that
weak students can have a go at them. Also, the model expressions following the speaking tasks
and the lexical items introduced in the listening texts and elicited through the pre-listening
activities help students in this way.

It is noted that some sort of checking or demonstration should be an indispensable phase
following a speaking activity. For instance, when students are supposed to make some choices
or plans, the teacher could later elicit each of the students’ choices or plans and make some
comments if they have made mistakes.

How to Use New English Course—Listening and Speaking (4" Edition)

Teachers and students are expected to select the materials and activities that seem most
relevant and interesting to them. For instance, Unit One is only suitable for the first class for a
group of new students who do not know each other at this point. This would not be meaningful
for a class in which everybody knows each other very well.

Only a rough guide is provided in this introduction. Hopefully, each teacher will use New
English Course—Listening and Speaking in his or her own way, adapting the materials to the
needs of each different group of learners. The book is designed to stimulate learners and
teachers alike, rather than to control them.

The Teacher’s Role

The teacher has three main things to do while New English Course—Listening and
Speaking (4" Edition) is being used:

1. To get things started—making sure everyone knows what they have to do and
possessing the necessary vocabulary.

2. To monitor the group at work, and sometimes, participate in it, and decide when to stop
the activity.

3. To lead a short follow-up discussion after each activity—providing further information
or making comments or doing any remedial work necessary.

Vil
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Unit

Training Focus: understanding and discussing the issue of animals

Cultural Notes:

1) In the west, many families keep pets at home. Pets are
tame animals that are kept in the home for different reasons,
but mainly to provide companionship and amusement. The
two main groups of people who like pets the most are children
and elderly people.

From looking after their pets, boys and girls can learn the
meaning of responsibility. This is particularly true if they are

responsible for feeding the pets and cleaning their cages or boxes.

Probably the most popular pets are dogs and cats, but with
children smaller animals are often more popular, for example,
rabbits, guinea pigs, white mice, and sometimes caged birds.

Elderly people prefer dogs and cats as pets. They are
easier to look after, and return affection. In particular, they
provide companionship which can be very important for a
person living alone.

2) Euro: the unit of money used in most European Union
countries. The euro came into circulation on Jan. 1, 2002.

Useful Vocabulaty:

ox
cow
goat
sheep
horse
donkey
camel

rat tortoise
mouse crocodile
cat snake
dog fish

lion whale
tiger squirrel

wolf bee

v

wiu

s|e
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cock
hen
chicken
turkey
duck
goose
dove
pigeon
rabbit
hare
pig
cricket

Teaching Tips:

Key:

Section One

1.

fox
elephant
deer
panda
spider
bat

ape
gorilla
monkey
dolphin
shark
snail

1) Ask the students to form pairs.
2) Set a time limit for writing names of animals (six minutes, for example).

butterfly
owl
eagle
crane
crow
parrot
peacock
swan
swallow
sparrow
frog

3) Ask a pair to read the names they have written down. While they are reading the

teacher writes the names down on the blackboard.
4) Ask other students to add more names to the list.

5) The teacher also adds new names to the list.

Section One

3.
Pets that are Reasons for the choice | Opposition from the other
suggested person
1) dog friendly David has already got a dog.
2) cat eat mice David has a pet mouse.
friendly can’t be taken for a walk




Unit 1 Animals
Pets that are Reasons for the choice | Opposition from the other
suggested person
3) rabbit pretty not interesting
can play with it, feed it,
can build a house for it
4) snake clean I don’t want to open my
easy to look after bedroom door and find a
unusual snake.
David likes snakes.
5) parrot pretty fly everywhere
can talk make a lot of noise and mess
unusual
Questions Speaker 1 Speaker 2 Speaker 3
(Tim) (Gus) (Maxine)
1) Very fat, not very pretty,| He’s black, has eight|Very fluffy and
got a lovely curly tail. hairy legs. loveable.
2) Anything and everything, | Insects. Fresh vegetables,
banana skins. nuts and cereal.
3) Yes, she listens to my| Yeah, like a friend, we|Yes, she’s a good
problems. have a special bond. companion.
4) My girlfriend, or else my |Haven’t been away|l take her every-
parents. since I got them. where.
5) Hope not. I’'m not that hairy, he|She’s better looking
looks cool, like me. than me, with brown
button eyes.
6) Used to say a dolphin,| A lion—big and tough |I am an animal.
now a giraffe maybe. and they rule.
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About Loro Parque

Opening hours: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Ticket price: 20 euro for an adult, 10 for a child

Animals and their information:

1) parrots: the largest collection, beautiful and intelligent

2) gorillas: 6 male ones

3) dolphins: 2 shows each day, friendly and intelligent

4) penguins

Places to eat there: 3 restaurants and 1 snack bar

Section Two

2.
illegal, the tusks of African elephants, farmer, fell from, be none left, hunting, be
hired to protect, set aside, paid compensation, killed, stable, making, sensitive, pain‘
3
Statements About Dogs and | True (¥) or Reason
Cats False (%)
1) Dogs can make themselves sick v They hunted in groups and had
by eating too much. to eat fast.
2) Cats wag their tails when X They move their tails when
they 're happy. annoyed or angry.
3) Cats can be trained to do many x They aren’t used to working
different tasks. with other animals.
v ‘Humans have bred dogs to do

4) There are many different breeds
of dogs

many different jobs.




Unit 1 Animals

Story One:
Lucky was usually quiet. But one day when the baby in the family crawled
towards the fireplace, he stopped the baby and barked to draw the attention of his

master.

Story Two:
One day in the winter Hero didn’t come home. Lisa heard a soft meow from
under an old tree. Hero was lying on top of a little girl who got lost in the woods and

had lain down to sleep. The cat saved the little girl’s life by keeping her warm.

Section Three

Waldemar Andersen went fishing last weekend near the Norwegian city of
Bergen and found the gold earring his wife had lost in the North Sea a week
previously. He discovered the earring in the stomach of a cod fish.

Mrs. Andersen lost her earring two weeks ago while walking by the sea.
Then last Saturday, her husband went fishing in the same place. He caught a fish
and took it home. While he was cleaning it, he discovered his wife’s earring
inside. “I couldn’t believe my eyes,” he said.

Andersen’s wife, Ragnhild had this to say: “Think of all the fish swimming
around there and that the cod that swallowed my earring should bite on my
husband’s fishing hook a week later. It’s incredible.”

Andersen said he had not realized he was fishing from the spot where his
wife lost the piece of jewelry.







