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Unit 1 Biography

Passage 1 A Fairy Tale for Grownups
Charles and Camilla’s once upon a time

1 1If you're looking for a good fairy tale, the story of Prince Charles and Camilla
Parker Bowles is a rotter. Their love story is full of false starts, bad choices and lousy
luck. So the announcement yesterday that the two will be married in April is not the
stuff of romantic dreams. It’s a tale of two grown-ups who loved, lost, took their
lumps, still loved, and hope to live happily ever after, despite everything.

2 “DI'm thrilled,” says Robert Higdon, executive director of the Prince of Wales
Foundation. “The bottom line is that they both make each other very happy. ”

3 The news was met with cheers from fans of the future king, who are happy that
Charles, 56, and Camilla, 57, are finally getting hitched. The jeers come from
. loyalists of the late Princess Diana, who blame Camilla for everything bad that
happened to their beloved Di. The majority of royal subjects and royal watchers
support the union, but they don’t want Camilla, the “other woman,” to be their
queen. She’s been forgiven, but won’t be rewarded with a crown.

4  Which means we’ve all grown up a little. Lots of people marry the wrong
person, get a messy divorce and then marry the right person. Most of us don’t have
tabloid reporters following every move, taking opinion polls or bemoaning the future of
the monarchy. The fact that Charles and his mistress can finally become husband and
wife without creating a massive scandal is the triumph of real life and adult love over
fantasy.

5  “I'm very glad — he’s been in love with her all these years,” says columnist
Aileen Mehle, who writes as Suzy for W magazine. “It’s so obvious that he’s
supremely comfortable with her. Their ease with each other is almost palpable. God
love her, the marriage to Diana was a mistake. ”

“How About It?”

6 A great deal of the grudging public acceptance has to do with their 30-plus-year
relationship — sometimes lovers, sometimes friends, always devoted to each other.
The couple met in 1970 or 1971 at a polo match, and for better and worse, seemed

fated for each other. Camilla’s great-grandmother, Alice Keppel, had been the
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mistress of his great-great-grandfather, King Edward VII, and she grew up hearing
stories about “Granny Alice,” who often told the family, “My job was to curtsy first,
and then jump into bed. ” Legend has it that Camilla flirtatiously introduced herself to
Prince Charles, reminding him of their randy ancestors and saying, “How about it?”
7 The two, then in their early twenties, had a serious romance for three years. It
was so serious that Charles wanted to marry her, but his family was opposed for a
variety of reasons: He was too young, she wasn’t royal or a virgin, they were afraid
her former boyfriends would talk to the press. When Charles joined the Royal Navy
without proposing or even asking her to wait for him, Camilla married Andrew Parker
Bowles just a few months later.

8  Then came all the messy and tragic parts; Affairs, children, divorces, all
played out in excruciating detail. Shortly after his separation from Diana, recordings
of late-night cell phone conversations between Charles and Camilla were leaked to the
press, and the future king of England was heard telling his mistress he wished to be
reincarnated as her tampon.

Not A Stereotypical Princess Bride

9 Much has been written about Camilla’s lack of obvious sex appeal, her less than
fashionable clothes, her robust laugh. She’s not, by any stretch of the imagination, a
stereotypical princess bride. For anyone over 18, this is oddly reassuring.

10 Charles is obviously crazy for her and she for him. Last night in their first
appearance after the official announcement, the couple accepted vcongratulations and
Camilla showed off her heirloom diamond engagement ring to guests at Windsor
Castle. Yes, the prince got down on one knee to propose, and yes, she was as giddy
as any new fiancee. “I'm just coming down to earth,” she said.

11 They share common interests, experiences and three decades together. This
will be a marriage of two mature people — wrinkles and all — who clearly care
deeply for each other. “They just seem to belong together,” says Mehle. “This is a
love mixed with a lot of respect and devotion. The way he treats her is lovely. ”

12 But royal romance, even the genuine article, goes so far, even in this day and age.
13 “It’s always been unpopular when a king marries his mistress,” says Eleanor

Herman, author of “Sex With Kings: 500 Years of Adultery, Power, Rivalry, and

”

Revenge. It’s slightly more palatable when the mistress doesn’t take the title of
queen, which is why it’s wise for Camilla to take the title of Princess Consort, ”

14 Historically, subjects want their king to marry a virgin princess, says Herman,
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which makes for pure bloodlines and unfortunate inbreeding. If a king has done his
duty — married a royal bride and produced heirs — mistresses are expected, often
exalted, but rarely married. If the queen happened to die before the king, some
monarchs could finally marry for love.

15  Louis XIV of France secretly married his alleged mistress, Madame de
Maintenon, but never publicly acknowledged the union. Czar Alexander II of Russia
married his mistress, Katia Dolguruky, a month after his wife died but was
assassinated before he could make his new bride empress — much to the relief of the
court. Then there’s the infamous case of England’s Henry VIII, who divorced his first
wife and the Catholic Church to marry Anne Boleyn and make her queen. When he
had her beheaded three years later, the English cheered.

16 The British royals have had more of their fair share of scandal in modern
history, but nothing quite topped the Duke of Windsor and his marriage to mistress
Wallis Warfield Simpson. That love affair cost England a king, and made réyal
mistresses poison at the very proper court. The Queen Mother, who died in 2002,
never forgave the duke for bringing so much turmoil to the family. Charles, fully
aware of his grandmother’s opposition to a formal marriage with Camilla, slowly and
patiently began building public acceptance of the relationship after he was divorced
from Diana in 1996.

A Carefully Planned Strategy

17 “Charles and Camilla are aware how disastrously the Duke of Windsor handled
his marriage to his mistress, and so planned a very clever strategy to get themselves to
the altar,” says Herman.

18 In July 1997, Charles hosted a 50th birthday party for Camilla which was
widely regarded as a public acknowledgment of their relationship. The following
month, Diana was killed in a car accident in Paris. The death was stunning, and the
British public responded with an unprecedented outpouring of grief for the “ People’s
Princess. " Charles had to pretend to give Camilla up for a while, although she had
nothing tangible to do with the tragedy. “There was a lot of anger toward Camilla as
the ‘other woman,’” says Herman.

19 The couple resurfaced in early 1999, and gradually began appearing together
at unofficial events in London. Shortly after the Queen Mother died, the Church of
England officially decreed that people with living ex-spouses could remarry in the
church. That cleared the way for Charles and Camilla, although they announced they
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will wed in a civil ceremony.

20  Princes William and Harry are reportedly very comfortable with Camilla, and
the queen has accepted the relationship. Charles quietly moved her into Clarence
House in the fall of 2003, and the stage for a wedding was set.

21 “What is going on now is the loosening of all those old strictures,” says
Mehle.

22 Marriage will make life easier on a number of fronts. Camilla will be a duchess
until Charles becomes king, when she will become Princess Consort (and no, that’s
not a piece of furniture). The couple has carefully navigated the social protocol of
their position, and reportedly pulled out of an event last year when the couple was not
seated together because they were not married. Tricky social questions will become
simpler. “When they’re legally bound, it’s not, ‘How do we approach this one?’”
says Higdon.

23 And so, a happy ending for two crazy fifty-somethings — with castles, servants
and a mother-in-law who really does have the last word. No fairy tale, but a messy,
real-life love story. “People know that they’re an item for life,” says Herman. “The

i

marriage is not a big deal anymore. ’
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® Decide whether each of the following statements is True ( T) or False ( F)

according to the passage.

( )1. Charles and Camilla are going to get married in April.

( )2. Camilla is completely accepted by the royal subjects and royal watchers.

( )3. The fact that Charles and Camilla finally become husband and wife created
a massive scandal.

( )4. The couple got to know each other about 30 years ago at a basketball
match,

( )5. Before Charles joined the Royal Navy, he had proposed to Camilla.

( )6. There used to be some royal members who married their mistresses.

( )7. The British royals were greatly shocked by the Duke of Windsor and his
marriage to mistress Wallis Warfield Simpson.

( )8. By law, Charles and Camilla can marry in the church now.

( )9. When Charles becomes King, Camilla will take the title of Queen instead
of Princess Consort.

( )10. Finally there is a happy ending for Charles and Camilla.

Passage 2 Stand-Up For Her Man

Laura Bush gets the laughs, but her mission is no laughing matter.

I With a plaintive face that seemed inspired by the dusty prairies of bucolic
Texas, Laura Welch was born in Midland, Texas on November 4, 1946. The
daughter of a carpenter father and a housewife mother not unlike Joseph and Mary
themselves, Laura learned early to happily adhere to the traditional gender roles that
would one day make her an object of feverish desire for Stetson-wearing alpha males.
A popular girl, high school saw Laura blossom into an accomplished dancer and

enthusiastic consumer of the fine, life-affirming tobacce products of the RJ Reynolds
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Corporation. In the fall of 1963, Laura narrowly averted a life of pointless obscurity,
when she ran a stop sign and collided with another vehicle, inflicting a fatal neck
fracture on Mike Douglas, a then-serious boyfriend not genetically affiliated with a
burgeoning political dynasty.

2 The White House theater was not built for stand-up comedy. But two Fridays
ago, Laura Bush was definitely, as they say at the Friars Club, “in the house.” She
was practicing a then secret, now acclaimed comedy routine that she would deliver
the next night at the White House Correspondents’ Association dinner, a tribal feast
on the Potomac where some 3,000 reporters — and their sources — converge in a
hotel ballroom for steak and fish, wine and laughs. Traditionally, the President does
the wisecracking. But earlier this year, after surveying the string of press dinners on
his calendar, Bush told aides, “Laura should give one of these. ” So there she was,
rehearsing her shtick in front of her staff and Bush aides Nicolle Devenish and Dan
Bartlett, as well as Landon Parvin, who penned her jokes. As she\practiced, Laura
cracked herself up but also asked her audience, “Do y' all think this is funny?”

3 They did, and they weren’t alone. Mrs. Bush brought down the house the next
night with a string of withering one-liners that skewered her husband’s sleeping (and,
well, never mind ) habits, her in-laws’ hyperkinetic vacation style, the Vice
President’s seemingly willful resistance to exercise and, of course, her own poor,
pitiful plight as a long-suffering spouse. “Ladies and gentlemen, 1 am a desperate
housewife,” she deadpanned. “I mean, if those women on that show think they’re
desperate, they ought to be with George. ” If the performance turns out to be Laura’s
most memorable, it was also a reminder that the Jeast outspoken First Lady since Pat
Nixon nonetheless plays a crucial role in her husband’s presidency, reminding his
critics that someone can, if nothing else, bring him down to size. Plus, she’s the
ultimate character witness. A Republican lobbyist remarked after her performance,
“He must not be all bad if she likes him. ”

4 The comic tonic came at a helpful moment for the Bush operation, which is off
to one of the slowest second-term starts in memory. The President’s plan for an
overhaul of Social Security is flat on its back, and most Washington Republicans
privately say it’s unlikely to get back up. Bush’s popularity is sagging again, as
gasoline prices have jumped, the economy has struggled to show sustained
momentum, and American casualties in Iraq are mounting. Several veteran reporters

at the White House correspondents’ dinner noted that one reason the comedy routine
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fell to Laura was that Bush didn’t have much to joke about.

5  But it is also true that Laura has avoided the dusty cables that have tripped up
other contemporary First Ladies. It's not easy in the modem age to find a role that’s
supportive but not threatening, true to oneself and helpful to the elected spouse. The
First Lady — the title itself is a quaint anachronism — is scrutinized like the heroine
of an Edith Wharton novel for any flaw, real or perceived. Nancy Reagan got in
trouble for ordering high-priced china during a recession. Barbara Bush was poked for
being far frostier behind the scenes than her doting public persona suggested, a point
Laura gently affirmed to her audience when she said her mother-in-law is less
grandmother and more Don Corleone. ( Barbara is telling Houston friends she loved
the routine and has taken to calling herself the Don. ) For her part, Hillary Clinton
underestimated public resistance to her role as a policymaker. By the perverse logic
of the job, Laura’s great achievement is that she hasn’t tried to have one — which is
why she is a success. But what, really, is Laura’s role? Chiefly, she has three
functions. '

She is an Envoy to Purple America

6  Laura can’t win over the Bush haters. But a comedy routine that was at times
racy is a reminder that Laura is not a founding member of Focus on the Family.
Whatever hard-core Democrats may imagine, she has never been a nodding Stepford
wife. Her bookshelves contain Gore Vidal and The Da Vinci Code. In Austin, Texas,
she had out-there, colorful friends like Kinky Friedman, the writer-musician who
toured with his band the Texas Jewboys. She told TIME last year that she had no
problem with a gay couple staying at the White House, although she wouldn’t
necessarily know their sexual orientation because she’s too decorous to ask.

7 Besides, there’s a long-standing Bush tradition of winking at the country,
particularly when the family has to pay homage to the conservative wing of the
Republican Party. Laura’s earthy jokes — for instance, about Bush knowing so little
about animals he once tried to milk a male horse — all but said, “We're not as
different from you as you think. So don’t be afraid. ” Laura and her mother-in-law
Barbara both have signaled that they are pro choice on abortion, despite what their
husbands may think.

She Puts a Softer Face on His Policies

8  Laura has her causes, from discouraging kids from joining gangs to promoting

literacy. They didn’t gammer a lot of attention when the President’ s agenda was
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working, but they could matter more if his policies continue to sputter. She and all
the living First Ladies will donate red dresses this week to raise money to promote her
campaign to combat heart disease. She will travel to Jordan later this month to deliver
a speech on democracy at the World Economic Forum. And in a gambit previewed by
Barbara Bush more than 15 years ago, the President’s team will roll out Laura when
nothing else is working. When the re-election campaign was in trouble last year,
Laura showed up in her husband’s TV ads, first as a quick, cutaway picture on his
desk and then with speaking roles, as aides realized how her power registered with
focus groups. “She’s obviously the most popular figure in politics today,” says
Matthew Dowd, Bush’s campaign pollster. “It’s clear a lot of people who don’t like
the President like her. She adds to the President’s humanity. ”

She is His Greatest Defender

9 Laura has been saving Bush for decades. She persuaded him to stop drinking on
his 40th birthday. He converted to her Methodism, giving him the religious faith that
has guided his remarkable trajectory. At the moment she has no plans to campaign for
his signature, second-term Social Security proposal, but a senior White House official
says, “We’re not ruling anything out. ”

10 Like her mother-in-law, Laura is a shrewd defender of the President’s agenda.
She stepped up to support his strict position against federal funding for research on
new embryonic stem cells, and she created a stir last year when she told TIME that
she approved of the Swift Boat ads against John Kerry. (She noted that the Democrats
deserved them for not opposing independent 527 groups. ) Even after the
correspondents’dinner, the First Lady waxed serious, testifying to what a joy her
husband is. All that remained was for Bush to provide the final touch, noting a few
days later in a malapropism so goofy it may just have been intended: “ My wife has
become quite a one-liner. ”

11 A First Lady.should strive to be like the glistening, waxing moon. She neither
seeks nor has a light of her own. Instead, she is made happy by simply reflecting the
shining example of her husband. When describing First Lady Mrs. George W. Bush
(“Laura”), it is appropriate on countless levels to defer to the superior
psychophysical summary offered by her husband, President George W. Bush: “She
doesn’t try to steal the limelight. ” Indeed, Mrs. Bush is in many ways most
noteworthy for her intensely admirable inclination to allow her husband to

methodically overshadow each and every element of her unfortunately female being.
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Such is the way and the path of a goodly Republican first lady.

< Notes

Stetson  n.
stand-up comedy
shtick

crack sb. up
one-liner

tonic 7.
overhaul .

flat on one’s back
anachronism n.
recession n.
perverse a.
envoy n.
hard-core a.
decorous  a.

pay homage to
pro choice on abortion
roll out

gambit n.
cutaway n.

be registered with
trajectory n.
embryonic  a.
malapropism .
Edith Wharton
Don Corleone
Gore Vidal

John Kerry

Swift Boat ads
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* Choose the best answer according to the passage.

1. Most of Laura’s one-liners joked about
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A. her husband’s sleeping habits, her in-laws’ hyperkinetic vacation style
B. the Vice President’s seemingly willful resistance to exercise
C. her own poor, pitiful plight as a long-suffering spouse
D. all of the above
2. Which of the following statements is not the possible reason for Bush’s sagging
popularity ?
A. The President’s plan for an overhaul of Social Security is flat on its back
B. Gasoline prices have jumped
C. Laura makes people laugh while Bush doesn’t have much to joke about
D. American casualties in Iraq are mounting
3. Laura’s great achievement is that
A. she has not ordered high-priced china
B. she is more easy-going than her mother-in-law
C. she is clever enough to avoid the dusty cables ,
D. she has never tried to have one job, especially, as a policy maker
4. According to the passage, which of the following statements is not true?
A. Laura had no problem with a gay couple staying at the White House
B. Laura has her causes, from discouraging kids from joining gangs to promoting
literacy
C. A lot of people who don’t like the President like her
D. Laura strongly disapproves of abortion
5. What is the writer’s attitude towards Laura?

A. Positive B. Negative C. Neutral D. Down-to-earth

Passage 3 Albert Einstein

He was the pre-eminent scientist in a century dominated by science. The touchstones of the
era — the Bomb, the Big Bang, quantum physics and electronics — all bear his imprint. — Frederic
Golden

I He was the embodiment of pure intellect, the bumbling professor with the
German accent, a comic cliché in a thousand films. Instantly recognizable, like
Charlie Chaplin’s Little Tramp, Albert Einstein’s shaggy-haired visage was as familiar

to ordinary people as to the matrons who fluttered about him in salons from Berlin to



