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Masterworks of Conteémporary Chinese Art
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China’s contemporary artisans and master crafts-
men trace their lineage to primitive culture and the
creation of stone tools. Pottery was the highest ac-
complishment of the New Stone Age; painted pot-
tery reached its pinnacle in terms of technique while
other artisanal forms such as stone and wooden
sculpture, bone carving, and jade ware were still in
their relative infancy. Significant achievements in
pottery and stone wares set a solid foundation for
the development of numerous Chinese arts in later
periods. The Stone Age gave way to the Bronze Age,
which was marked by the alloying of copper and tin
and the production of bronze tools. The start of the

Warring States Period(475B.C.-221B.C.)ushered

China into more than 2,000 years of feudalism, dur-
ing which Chinese art prospered and matured.
After the founding of the People’s Republic of
China in 1949, Chinese arts and crafts entered a
new era of comprehensive development. On display
here are 280 unique contemporary objects from the
collection of the China National Arts & Crafts
Museum. Items include jade ware, stone sculpture,
wooden sculpture, lacquer ware, pottery and
porcelain, metalware, embroidery, and the folk art
of diverse chinese ethnic groups. Blending tradition
and modern artistic approaches, these treasures
represent the best in contemporary Chinese

craftsmanship.
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Jade Ware
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The quality of Chinese jade ware is world-
renowned. Beijing, Guangzhou, Shanghai, and
Yangzhou are major centers of jade ware produc-
tion in contemporary China. Jade stone is classified
according to different color groupings such as
emerald, white jade, green jade, agate, crystal and
coral; finished pieces primarily include figurines,
animals and birds, flowers, and daily utensils. Chi-
nese jade ware has different schools based on tech-
nique and choice of raw materials. Superior crafts-
manship transforms rough stones into precious ob-
jects that both follow and accentuate the stone’s
natural shape, grain, texture, and color.

Beijing jade ware is known for its bright color and
vivid figures crafted in an elegant and imperial style.
Guangzhou jade sculptures are innovation and more
expressive of the mq.mmw individuality, while Shang-
hai jade sculptures are distinguished by their sophis-
tication and spontaneous quality. Yangzhou is a tra-
ditional center of jade ware production that saw its
golden era during the reign of Emperor Qianlong

(1736-1795) of the Qing Dynasty.
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Wine Vessel, Jadeite
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Vase With Pine and Crane, Jasper
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Bamboo and Flowers, Coral
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Jadeite Vase
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Vase, Jadeite




