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CHINESE LITERATURE HEADING FOR THE WORLD
&y Chen Bohai

Celebrated for its glorious long tradition, Chinese
literature distinguishes itsell by its characteristic features
from other national literature. This, however, does not
mean that it is self-sufficient. In fact, its exchanges with
foreign literature has a history over two thousand years,
which can be roughly divided into three stages: Chinese
literature of China proper, of Asia, and of the world. The
literary and cultural transactions are not spontanecus
activities, instead, they are inherently determined by the
need of development of each national literature. Such
exchange processes comprise identification, variation and
syntheses, and eventually they are transformed into compo-
nent parts of a given national literature. The results of
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exchanges have the functions of enriching, substitution and
renovation. With a global tendency, the prospects of Chinese
literature show an immense dimension for the influences of
reception and the influences of transmission.
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