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Love 1

Intensive Reading

Cyber Step—mother®

I’ve often felt that “step-parent” is a label we attach to men and women who marry
into families where children already exist, for the simple reason that we need to call them
something.® It is most certainly an enormous “step”, but one doesn’t often feel as if the
term ‘parent” truly applies.@ At least that’s how I used to feel about being a step-mother to
my husband’s four children.

My husband and I had been together for six years, and with him I had watched as his
young children became young teenagers. Although they live primarily with their mother,
they spent a lot of time with us as well. Over the years, we all learned to adjust, to become
more comfortable with each other, and adapt to our new family arrangement. We enjoyed
vacations together, ate family meals, worked on homework, played baseball, rented videos.
However, I continued to feel somewhat like an outsider, infringing upon foreign territory.@
There was a definite boundary line that could not be crossed, an inner family circle which
excluded me. Since | had no children of my own, my experience of parenting was limited
to my husband’s four, and often I lamented that I would never know the special bond that
exists between a parent and a child.®

When the children moved to a town five hours away, my husband was understandably
devastated. In order to maintain regular communication with the kids, we contacted
Cybe(space© and promptly set up an e-mail and chat-line service. This technology,
combined with the telephone, would enable us to reach them on a daily basis by sending
frequent notes and messages, and even chatting together when we were all on-line.

Ironically, these modern tools of communication can also be tools of alienation,
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making us feel so out of touch, so much more in need of real human contact. If a computer
message came addressed to “Dad”, I'd feel forgotten and neglected. If my name appeared
along with his, it would brighten my day and make me feel like | was part of their family
unit after all. Yet always there was some distance to be crossed, not just over the telephone
wires.

Late one evening, as my husband snoozed in front of the television and I was catching

3958

up on my e-mail, an “instant message™” appeared on the screen. It was Margo, my oldest
step-daughter, also up late and sitting in front of her computer five hours away. As we had
done in the past, we sent several messages back and forth, exchanging the latest news.
When we would “chat” like that, she wouldn’t necessarily know if it was me or her dad on
the other end of the keyboard — that is unless she asked. That night she didn’t ask and 1
didn’t identify myself either. After hearing the latest volleyball scores, the details about an
upcoming dance at her school, and a history project that was in the works, I commented
that it was late and 1 should get to sleep. Her return message read, “Okay, talk to you later!
Love you!”

As I read this message, a wave of sadness ran through me and I realized that she must
have thought she was writing to her father the whole time. She and [ would never have
openly exchanged such words of affection. Feeling guilty for not clarifying, yet not
wanting to embarrass her, | simply responded, “Love you too! Have a good sleep!”

I thought again of their family circle, that self-contained, private space where I was an
intruder. I felt again the sharp ache of emptiness and otherness.” Then, just as my fingers
reached for the keys, just as | was about to return the screen to black, Margo’s final
message appeared. It read, “Tell Dad good night for me too.” With tear-filled, blurry eyes, |
turned the machine off.”

First reading— Reading for gist

Exercise 1: True or false.

1. The author used to think the word “parent” in “step-parent” is not an appropriate form of

address.

2. The author’s step-children did not like her, so they treated her like an outsider.

3. The author’s step-children first lived with her and her husband, but later moved to live with

their own mother in a town five hours away.

4. In the author’s opinion, modern technology does only good to human beings.

5. The author or her husband contacted her step-children over the phone or on-line every day

~when they lived far away from them.
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6. The author did not care about her step-children’s message on-line.

7. When they chatted on-line, they usually first asked who was on the other end of the keyboard.

8. When Margo returned the message “Okay, talk to you later! Love you!”, she knew she was

writing to her step-mother all the time.

9. Margo often sent such a kind of affectionate words to her step-mother.

10. We can infer from the end of the story that the author was overjoyed with her step-daughter’s

message of affection — “love you!” to her.

Exercise 2: Answer the following questions.

1. What did the author use to feel about being a step-mother?

2. Do you think the author realized her step-children’s affection in the end?

| vocabulary

attach* [a'taetf]
enormous’ {i'no:mas]
adapt4 [o'deept]
primarily* ['praimarili]
adjust4 [a'd3ast]
somewhat* ['sam(h)wot]
infringe [in'frind3)
territory" ['teritari]
definite’ ['definit]
boundary® ['baundori]
inner! ['ine]

lament (fo'ment]
devastate ['devasteit]
ironically [aia'ronikali]

alienation®

Snooze

identify*

[.eilia'neifan]

[snu:z]

{ai'dentifai]

vt.

adj.

vi.

adv.

Vi,

ady.

adj.

adj.

VL.

Vi,

ady.

vi.

VL.

R, MgiER
very great in size, extent, number, or degree
FER

to make suitable to or fit for a specific use or situation
FiEs, FEN

chiefly; mainly FE#b, B4 L

to adapt or conform, as to new conditions g, ff
e

to some extent or degree T, H &, HLL

to transgress or exceed the limits of; violate B¢ 3%, 270,
bii)ird

an area of land; aregion it, WA, #ui

HEE), —EH

something that indicates a border or limit 1%, 474
HERRY, B,

to fasten, secure, or join

B X,

having distinct limits

located or occurring farther inside
SRR

to regret deeply; deplore
to confound K
R

the act of alienating or the condition of being alienated;
estrangement BfiiT

to take a light nap; doze<> (LS TE A K) /NBE, 3T
i L

to ascertain the origin, nature, or definitive

EH B
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characteristics of 1R 3l, % %

affection* [o'fekfan] n.  feeling or emotion 1§ BEL R

clarify® ['klzerifai] v.  toclear of confusion or uncertainty ¥, [HHH

embarrass® [im'baeras] vt.  to cause to feel self-conscious or ill at ease &, &
AR A%

intruder fin'tru:da] n. the person who comes in rudely or inappropriately;

enter as an improper or unwanted element A2

otherness ['Adanis] n. the quality or condition of being other or different,

especially if exotic or strange ¥ 7, A[FE, H—

blurry ['bla:ri] adj. indistinct; unclear BB, RFHEHK

©)
@

C)

©e Qe

:NoteSl

Cyber step-mother: & %4k 4,

marry into: #5485 R A 49— B . 1% 4] F 9 who marry into families” % & & A\ &) 1546
“men and women”; “where children already exist” # Z &AM 8] 54% “families”: A~i5453%
“for the simple reason”#£ /& Bl K i&:  “that”3]| F— /AN FMLiEM &4 “reason”td Fl42i%,
£HTFES: RERF B XBB KA R AR LA B F G ARISH B 5 L5
RE&gAT 4. ARG RBRNE: KRNEFFETRNYAMM 4,
MApXIBFRALFH—K P, —BARY IS “RBE” IAFRALZIILA
EAIE, XPMT step MK E,

infringe upon: &%, ¢] F &4 “infringing upon foreign territory” % A& 354354 E B %
#, MEF—AZEME “who infringed upon foreign territory”.

HORER: RER SV RFH TRANAFAMAAG SPA,

] 49 “that exists between a parent and a child” # & 35 M 411545 “bond”.

HA)THA . B F XK T KL R AR R LB FE R T Z RSB LA
Cyberspace: — K R -/, 5],

instant message: BfBF4% 8.,
ARX—RBEZBTARFEAE: RELE, S50NBHBRA,

“with tear-filled, blurry eyes”# J# & & 4& 4 MV LRI K 35,

BA T JRRBEMRY, KA LT o,

2 | Second reading— Reading for information

Exercise 3: Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1.

The author used to feel the term “parent” in “step-parent” is not appropriate because .
A. she thought it impossible for those who married into families with children existing to be
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treated truly as a parent by their step-children
B. she could not treat her husband’s four children like a parent
C. she thought “step-parent” was just a label to those who married into families with children
existing
D. she thought “step-parent” was something used to call those who married into families with
children existing
2. The author felt like an outsider of their family because
A. she did not get along well with her step-children
B. she was an intruder who infringed upon foreign territory
C. she felt there was a boundary line between them
D. she was not a part of the their family unit
3. The meaning of the word “reach” in the sentence “
Basis...” (Para. 3) is “ ”,

A. make a motion to touch B. make contact with

...enable us to reach them on a daily

C. arrive at D. get as far as
4. The author often did on-line except
A. Checked up her e-mail
B. sent message and notes to her step-children
C. chatted with her step-children
D. guessed who is on the other end of the keyboard
5. When the author read Margo’ return message “Okay, talk to you later! Love you!”, she was
sad. It was because .
A. she felt cheated by her step-daughter’s such words of affection
B. she regretted not clarifying her identify
C. she believed Margo mistook her as her husband and this message was written to him by
Margo, she felt empty and other.
D. she was embarrassed by the words.

Exercise 4: Fill in each of the blanks with an appropriate word.

I have four step-children. Although they lived | with their own mother, they spent a lot

of time with us. For more than six years, I had felt somewhat like an __2 _ of the inner family.
There seems to be a __ 3 line for us to cross. Emptiness and otherness often 4 _ through
me. They have just S to a town five hours away. My husband was at a compfete loss for
their leaving. Fortunately, we could 6 with them daily with the help of Cyberspace. We

7___frequent notes and messages and even 8 when we were on line. One evening,
when my oldest step-daughter Margo sent me a message saying “Love you”, I was extremely
delighted to realize their long-hidden 9 tome. Tears __10  my blurry eyes.
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Fast Reading

Love Is Not Merchandise

A reader apparently hurt by some personal experience, writes in to complain, “If I steal
a nickel’s (F.43#% M) worth of merchandise(7 é#), I am a thief and punished; but if I steal
the ldve of another’s wife, 1 am free.” ‘

This is a common misconception in many people’s minds——that love, like merchandise,
can be “stolen.” But love is not a commodity; the real thing cannot be bought, sold, traded
or stolen. It is an act of the will, a turning of the emotions, a change in the climate of the
personality.

When a husband or wife is “stolen” by another person, that husband or wife was
already ripe for the stealing, was already inclined ( i F) to a new partner. The
“lovebandit” (#HE) was only taking what was waiting to be taken, what wanted to be
taken.

Most of us, when young, had the experience of a sweetheart being taken from us by
somebody more attractive and more appealing. At the time, we may have resented (%48 )
this intruder——>but as we grew older, we recognized that the sweetheart had never been
ours to begin with, but the lack of a real relationship.

On the surface, many marriages seem to break up because of a “third party.” This is,
however, a psychological illusion (4% ). The other woman or the other man merely serves
as a pretext (11, FEid) for dissolving a marriage that had already lost its essential
integrity (SEE¥) .

Nothing is more futile (FLAM) and more self-defeating ( HFKITEEM) than the
bitterness of spurned (%, —JIEEFF) love, the vengeful (EH.LER) feeling that
someone else has “come between” oneself and a beloved. This is always a distortion (i
i1, ZBJE) of reality, for people are not the captives (f£/) or victims of others—they are
free agents (fXHH ) , working out their own destinies for good or for ill.

But the rejected lover or mate cannot afford to believe that his beloved has freely
turned away from him—and so he attributes sinister (&) or magical (BEARK)
properties (%54, #f) to the interloper (] A3} . He calls hinra hypnotist (fEER %)
or a thief or a homebreaker. In the vast maj‘ority of cases, however, when a home is broken,
the breaking has begun long before any “third party” has appeared on the scene.

(362 words)
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Write down the time you started

Write down the time you finished

Work out your reading speed

Check your answers

Exercise 5: True or false.

1. In many people’s opinion, love can be stolen like merchandise.

2. In the author’s eye, a husband or wife can be “stolen” by another person just because he or she

does not love his wife or her husband any more and wants to be a new partner.

3. We can infer from the passage that the author was rejected by his beloved.

4. If your sweetheart were taken away from you by an intruder, it indicates you were less

attractive and less appealing.

5. We usually think many marriages break up because of a “third party”.

6. The “ third party” is, in fact, an excuse to bring a marriage that lacks real relationship to a

close.

7. The “third party” is often thought of as having sinister or magical properties by the rejected

lover.

8. The rejected lover can’t help resenting or revenging on the “third party”.

9. The passage tells us that the break-up of most marriages does not result from a third party, but

from the lack of real love, because real love is not merchandise that can be stolen or taken

away by a “third party.”

10. In this passage, the words “intruder”, “interloper”, “lovebandit” and “third party” are

synonym.

Extensive Reading

100/0

As a teenager | had certain ideas in my mind that

constituted the idyllic life of love and marriage.* In Home

Economics, our teacher had us plan the perfect wedding and
the perfect reception, right down to the throwing of rice and
driving away in a limousine.® 1t was just like the movies

where the nice guy gets the beautiful girl and they live

constitute* ve. MR, BH
idyllic adj. HEEFH,

B, £3hBEKN
reception® n. B B
&

*AETHEBEMRRY, HFATUKRNAFHEHTREGFINHEE, THRERBE. £8A.
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happily ever after. Reality was not a part of the picture.

After high school, I went to college and was determined
to become a nurse. | forgot about marriage. 1 could put that
on hold® since 1 was going to help people and travel.
Surprisingly, two years later 1 met the man [ would marry.

It’s often said, “opposites attract.” This was really true about

us.

He was from a small town in Idaho® and farmed with
his father. I was from a southern town, which had a great
population than the entire state of Idaho. I had always been
emphatic that 1 didn’t know whom I would marry, but one
thing was for sure—he would not be a farmer or dairyman!@)
Well, I was wrong in both cases. They were not only farmers
but dairymen as well. '

We were married in October just prior to the beginning
of heavy snowfalls. It would snow heavily throughout the
whole winter. Our only entertainment was listening to the
radio or the local high school sporting events. My new
husband was a lover of sports. He had been a champion

boxer and also participated in most sports. I was a lover of

the arts. Speech, drama and dance were my first love. The
nearest town with this kind of entertainment was forty miles
away and the highway was closed off and on® all winter.

We had only been married seven months when 1
received word that my mother, who was battling cancer,
would not live much longer. Even though there was the dairy
with 75 cows and 1 400 acres to farm, as soon as my husband
read the telegram, he sadly said, “Honey, get your bags
packed while 1 make reservations for you. Your place is with
your mother and your father right now.” To him there had
been no other decision to make. Every week 1 would receive
a letter telling me all about how the farm was doing and
inquiring about my parents and how we were all doing. Little
was said about his sadness of being alone, or of missing his
new bride, except at the very end of his letters where an

unmistakable “1 love you” was written._Teenage dream

REHE

limousine n.

HERKEY

opposite*  n.

emphatic adj. BEK, K
R

champion n. WE

battle* i,

M, 4%

reservation* n.  FiE, WY

Win), e18g

inquire* .

unmistakable adj. B,
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letters would have been filled with remarks of undying love

and pain of missing me, but his letters were simple words of

reality.

Four months later, after the funeral and final matters

were taken care of with my father and brother, | returned to
Idaho where | knew my husband would be at the airport to
meet me.®

The look in his eyes told me more than any dream letter

could. The joy and honesty of love was deep. On the 80-mile
drive to our home, I talked incessantly while he quietly
listened, without interrupting. When he finally had a chance
to respond, he asked me to open the glove compartment” of
the car and take out an envelop with my name on it. “I
wanted to give you something special to let you know how
much I missed you,” he said quietly.

I opened the envelop to find season tickets, for both of
us, to all of the area’s fine art functions.® Our income was
not all that great and | was stunned. “I don’t believe this,” |
cried. “You don’t enjoy these things.”

When [ finally stopped protesting, he reached out,
hugged me and quietly said, “No, but you do, and I will
learn.”

In that moment I realized marriage wasn’t 50/50, but
real love was made of 100/0 sometimes.® Love means

putting the other one first. His example taught his young

wife a great lesson—a lesson that has made a happy marriage

for 51 years.

. Notes

@ Home Economics: (£) (AHE R L) £ % (F984 home ec).
XaENESR, AREGRE, 2WiE&RMNEH24 654840, MM EBEFES, —4
Bl MAK. MAHRFERESELLEE £,

® e e

put...on hold: ik,
Idaho: Bi&47, XAE&Le—A M, w4k 1d..
) % &9 “whom [ would marry” % &M &4 know #9E3%; “he would not be a farmer or

dairyman”£ “one thing” &4 F){5%,

A& FHH

remark' n. i, P,
HE IR

undying adj. FIEM, K
51, A58

funeral’ n. FA, HE

incessantly adv. RfE)Miith

stun® v,

&840, T



