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About the Author

Charles Dickens was born in Landport, Portsea, England, in 1812,
the second of eight children. His father, a clerk, moved the family to
London when Charles was ten years old. Two years later, the boy had to
leave school to help support the family.

But Charles read constantly in his spare time. He also wandered
around the poor working-class districts and the slum areas where criminals
hung out. These places and their inhabitants were described vividly in his
novels.

In 1832, Dickens, who had since returned to school, became a
newspaper reporter. Four years later, he published Pickwick Papers, his
first major novel. Oliver Twist appeared in 1838. Other leading works in-
~ cluded David Copperfield, A Christmas Carol, Great Expectations, and A
Tale of Two Cities.
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People You Will Read About

Oliver Twist, a poor orphan who seems destined for a life of misery and
crime

Mr. Bumble, the greedy parish official in charge of the workhouse where
Oliver is raised

Mrs. Comey, the workhouse matron who learns the secret of Oliver’s true
identity

Mr. Sowerberry, the undertaker who takes Oliver in as his apprentice

Noah Claypole, the undertaker’s assistant who makes life miserable for

Oliver

Fagin, an old man who is the leader of a gang of thieves and housebreakers

The Artful Dodger ) ] )

Charley Bates } teen-age thieves in Fagin’s gang

Bill Sikes, a thief and murderer, and Fagin’s accomplice in crime

Toby Crackit, another of Fagin’s accomplices who plans some of the
gang’s jobs

Nancy, a girl in Fagin’s gang who tries to help Oliver

Mr. Brownlow, a kindly old gentleman who befriends Oliver and searches
Jor his identity

Mrs. Bedwin, Mr. Brownlow’s devoted housekeeper

Mr. Grimwig, Mr. Brownlow’s friend who doubts Oliver’s loyalty

Monks, the mysterious man with secret reasons for wanting to destroy

Oliver
Mrs. Maylie, a gentle woman who takes Oliver into her home
Rose Maylie, a beautiful girl who befriends Oliver
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CHAPTER 1

CHAPTER 1

A Lonesome! Childhood
IMBVELE

In the workhouse* of a parish® in Eng-
land, on a date long forgotten, a baby boy was
born. His mother died in childbirth®.

“The mother was so young and pretty! Who
was she? "asked the doctor.

“I don’t know, "replied the nurse. “Someone
found her lying in the street last night and
brought her inside. She must’® have walked a
long way because her shoes are all worn out®. But
no one knows where she came from. ”

“I guess she wasn’t married,” said the

doctor. “There’s no wedding ring’ on her finger. ”

* * *

1 ['lounsom] adj. #{(; I E Y
2 ['watkhaus] n. B 5% 5% ; 3 RIA BT
3 ['peerif] n. HIX 4 ['tfaildba:8] n.. 534 ;4 (/NE%)
5 [mast] modelv. FHEM ,FH“EHE"™—E"
F Xt BLTE BT & A= 4% A0 HE T - must + 317 R
FXf 3t 2 it & A F A O HE D : must + have + 3 25 437
6 wear out FI¥R; F 1
7 wedding ring %5 &R 4E
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Money for Food and Clothes
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With that', the doctor left the baby in the care of
the workhouse people who looked after* orphans®
such as that baby who was named Oliver Twist.

Before he was a year old, Oliver was sent
to another workhouse. He spent the next eight
years there with 25 other children. Some were
troublemakers* and some, like Oliver, simply had
no parents to take care of° them. Mrs. Mann,
who ran® the workhouse, received money from
the parish to buy food and clothes for the chil-
dren. However, she kept most of the money for
herself. The only time she bathed' the children
and gave them enough to eat was when an official®
from the parish church came to inspect’ the
workhouse.

Such an inspection'® took place'' on Oliv-
er’s ninth birthday. The child was thin and pale'
and always hungry and unhappy. The parish of-
ficial, Mr. Bumble, came to see Mrs. Mann about
him. Mr. Bumble was a fat, middleaged™ man

with a bad temper'.

* * *
1 with that ZEIR 2 )5 ; 57 B s Bl f
2 look after B8 ; B8 ¥} 3 ['a:fn] n. POIL

4 troublemaker n. 87 % ; &R A

5 take care of HE A ; HE %}

6 [ran] v. fA3T;EH

7 [be1d] v. Ak vEu: 8 [o'fifal] n. HH
9 [in'spekt] v. ¥i#r; ¥

10 [in'spekfn] n. K75 ;%%

11 take place % 4=

12 [peil]l adj. (FEM5) 2 M ; A M5

13 ['midlerdsd] adj. H4EM

14 ['tempa(r)] n. fES
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CHAPTER 1

“So Oliver Twist is nine years old today?”
“Yes, ”replied Mrs. Mann.
“ Do you know that the parish offered a big

reward' for information® leading to his father or

some other family member?We never discovered’| j

to whom he belongs. "

“Where did he get the name Oliver Twist?”
asked Mrs. Mann.

“ I made it up* myself, "said Mr. Bumble.
“1 name all our orphans in alphabetical’ order.
‘S’, so I called him

‘T’, so he was Twist. I

The one before him was
Swubble. This one was
have names picked out® all the way to ‘Z’. "

“Well, Mr. Bumble, why do you ask about
Oliver today?”

“He is too old to stay here, Mrs. Mann. /
have come to take him back to the workhouse
where he was born. ”

So Oliver was given a slice’ of bread, then
dressed in a simple outfitt and a brown cloth
cap. He followed Mr. Bumble to the new work-
house. There, Oliver was brought before a com-

mittee’ of ten men.

* * *

1 [r'woid] no {REH; %% %4

2 [infa'merfn] n. HE ;=8

3 [dis'’kava] v. KB

4 make sth. up Fiis ; #E 4% ; 18

5 [elfo'betikl] adj. & <FFEIGF i

6 pick sth. out ¥E#F 7 [slais] n. F; ¥ A
8 lavtfit] n. (~EHAETH) —EIRE L ERE
9 [ko'mit1] n. ZEH £
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“What’s your name, boy?” growled' the

: | chairman® of the commiltee.

“Oliver Twist, sir.
“I guess you know that you're an orphan. ”
“ What’s that, sir?”

“ That means that you have no mother or

L | father and have been raised® by the parish. ”

Oliver began to cry.

“Stop crying! "ordered the chairman.  You
should say your prayers* and thank the good
people of the church who feed® you!”

“But I don’t know how to pray®. ”

“ What you need, boy, is a good trade’!”

Oliver cried himself to sleep that night on a
hard, narrow® bed. The next day, he had his
first meal with the other children in the work-
house. Not only did the food taste terrible, but it
never filled the children’s stomachs. They had
nothing but’ thin soup three times a day, with
an onion'® twice a week and half a roll" on

Sundays.

* * *

1 [gravl] v. (A)Mgms; i, 0y
3 [reiz] v. #3%;4CH

4 [prea(r)] n. BR;##%  say one’s prayers ¥ith; it
5 [fixd] v. M3 6 [pret]l v. ¥7#k; %4

7 [trerd] n. (LIETEF M) B

8 ['nzrov] adj. WAEH

9 nothing but 545 ; f& LASME 2t R

10 ['anton] n. ¥ 11 [roul] n. W13 ; /)N ity
12 ['n1asta:'verfn] n. i FiRIE

2 ['tfeoman] n. FJE
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Afier three months of near-starvation'*, the
children drew lots' to decide who would ask for a

second helping”. Oliver Twist was chosen.

Oliver picked up® his empty bowl and went )

up to Mr. Limbkins, who was serving* supper.
“Please, sir, may | have some more?” the boy
whispered’.

“What did you say? "roared® Mr. Limbkins,
who could hardly believe his ears’.

“I would like some more supper.

Mr. Limbkins screamed® for Mr. Bumble.

“That child will come to no good’!” said
Mr. Bumble. “ Put him in a room by him-
self. That will teach' him to ask for too much to
eat!”

The next morning, Mr. Bumble posted'' a
sign'? outside the workhouse. It offered a sum'

of five pounds to anyone who would take Oliver

away and teach him a trade.

* * *

1 [lot] n. % ;90 2 ['helpip] n. (EWH)—14
3 pick up Fii2 4 [s3v] v MR B3 0 R B

5 ['wispa(r)] v. WA 3 (K

6 [ro:(r)] v WLAY ;PEmE

7 not believe one’s ears/eyes KES(JFB%‘F)?F&F)%@%EH‘J

8 [skrizm] v. 427 g

9 come to no good 153 F 4N ; 8 B LR

10 [tistf] v. ZERGEI 11 [poust] w. FE------ FHEIKEL
12 [sain] n. ;&R 13 [sam] n. B¥; 45
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Mr. Gamfield Needs a
Chimney Sweep.
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Learning a Trade
FFZ

Mr. Bumble spanked' Oliver every day with
his cane’. The poor boy couldn’t wait to get away
Jrom® the workhouse!

One day Mr. Gamfield, a chimney sweep*,
was walking by the workhouse. He saw the sign
on the wall.

“I could teach this boy how to be a chimney
sweep, " he told Mr. Limbkins.

“That’s a nasty’ job,”  Mr. Limbkins
replied. * Young boys can smother® in chimneys. "

“ You won’t let me have him, then?”

“I’ll give him to you for three pounds. It’s a

good deal’. You won’t have to spend much to take

*  kx %

1 [spepk] v. 4T(/NE) SRR
3 get away from 363 ; B IF

4 [swirp] n. = chimney sweep M4 T
5 U'nassti] adj. SR B9 5 4 Bk (9

6 ['smado] v fF5E ;40
7 [disl] . 285 ; K52

2 [kem] n. HE%



